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PREFACE. 



The design of the following collection, is to 
preserve a memorial of members of the so- 
ciety of Friends in this land, whose lives 
were worthy to serve for example and en- 
couragement to their successors in profession. 
/ These memoirs have been collected from 
^ various autbcmties: some are abridged from 
J the journals of the Friends themselves; and 
^ it is hoped that they may tend to induce a 
^ perusal of the originals, in which much will 
/^ be found, not inserted here, that is interest- 
ing and instructive. 

The reader may be disappointed at not 
meeting, in this collection, the names of some 
whose memories will long be cherished with 
respect and love, concerning whom the 
necessary documents were not obtained. 

Mary Leadbeatek. 

. Ballitore, 4th month, 1822. 
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WILLIAM EDMUNDSON. 

William Edmundson was bom at Little Mus- 
grove, in Westmorland, in the year 1627, He 
became an orphan at seven years old, was ex- 
posed to much hardship of body, and endured 
great inward conflicts in his youth. Entering 
into the Parliament army, he served under Crom- 
well, and fought at the ba:tde of Worcester. In 
this army were many who made high profession 
of religion; but he met with none who could 
sympathize with the state of his mind, often 
bowed under the judgments, and: melted under a 
sense of the mercies, of his Almighty Preserver. 
In the year 165@ he married; and the next year, 
having quitted the military profession, came to 
settle in Ireland. It was proposed to him to enter 
kito trade in Dublin, and the prospect of gain 
thereby was favourable; but, says he, "I was 
prevented by a secret hand, that I did riot then 
know, which preserved me from the deceitfiilness 
of riches, with which, in all probability, I had 
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^ WILLIAM EDMUNDSON. 

been ladeiii as with thick clay, and thereby been 
hindered from the Lord's service, as some others 
are." Hfa brother, a soldier in Cromwell's ser- 
vice, being quartered at Antrim, William Ed- 
mundson took a house there, and commenced 
business. He went to England to replenish his 
stock of goods, and, whilst there, was at a meeting 
of the people called Quakers; a people of whom 
he had fonned a good opinion, from the first time 
he heard of them. His elder brother and a rela- 
tion wei:e ivith bim; and the public ministry of 
J$me9 Niiylor meeting the witness in their hearts, 
they «ill three jomed that people, then so reviled 
and .despised. 

While William was on sea, returning to Irdand, 
he was tempted to avail himself of an opportunity 
of landing hb goods without paying duty. He 
was tempted, but, attending to the principle of 
truth in his own mind, he did not yield to the 
temptatiaii. Yet he says, ''There was a great 
contest betwii^ conscience and sel^ and in this 
conflict many scriptures were opened to my under- 
standing, that duties and customs ought to be 
paid; and though self struggled hard for ma^ry, 
yet it was at la^t overthrown, and the judgm^it 
of truth prevailed." When he arrived at his own 
house, his wife and brother were much surprised 
at the change they behekl in him; but were soon 
influenced by the same feelings, and joined in the 
same religious sentiments. Those three met toge^ 
ther twice a week, in William Edmundson's house; 
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and " m ft whfle,** to me Us own words^ '' four 
more were convinced, and then we were seven 
that met together to wait upon God, and to wor- 
slnp him in spirit and in truth.** This was tike 
first settled meeting of Friends in Ireland, and 
was in the year 1654, in the town of Lurgan; to 
which place William had removed, and where he 
kept a shpp. Here he was looked upon with en- 
quiring eyes; but those who watched him nar- 
rowly, could find nothing against faimsdf or his 
]|^rinciples, in his conductor conversation; fbrhe 
was enfthled to keep a guard over his own words 
and deeds, ajid to walk in the simple integrity of 
unfdgned piety. 

In 1655, apprehending it to he required of him, 
though under a sense of his own weakness and 
insufficiency, he began to speak in the puUic 
assemUies of his firiends; and being quaEfled for 
ministering to the states of others, became an enii- 
nent instrument to turn many to righteousness. 
Feding desirous of visiting Geotge Fox, whom he 
had n^er «een) he went to- England, and met him 
B^ Badgely in Leicestershire, wh^e many Friends 
were^assetnMed; and thus he describes the inter^ 
view: ** When the meeting ended, I went to 
George Fox, and he took notice of me: we went 
fa^the orchard, and, kneelkig down, he prayed. 
Th6 Lord's heavenly power and presence were 
tl^re. He Was tender over me. I told ban 
wfa^?e I Uv^d'-^-of several being convinced in Ire- 
b2 
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4 ^ WILLIAM EDMUNDSON* 

land— K>f the openness amongst people in the 
north of that nation, to hear the truth declared, 
and of the want of ministering friends in the Gos- 
pel there. He wrote the following epistle to 
Friends, which he sent with me. 

"Friends, 

" In that which convinced you, wait, 
that you may have that removed you are con- 
vinced of; and all my dear friends, dwell in the 
Ufe, and love, and power, and wisdom of God, in 
unity one with another, and with God; and the 
peace and wisdom of God fill all your hearts, that 
nothing may rule in you hut the life which stands 
in the Lord God. 

"G.f;* 

This epistle, dictated hy love, was in the same 
love received, and sensibly impressed the hearts of 
Friends in this nation. Several engaged in the 
ministry in England, came to pay religious visits 
to their brethren here. Of these, were two wo- 
men^ concerning whom William Edmundson un- 
derwent a trial of his faith, and gave a proof of 
Us sympathy with them, which he thus relates: 
" About this time (1655) two women friends from 
London, Anne Gould and Julian Wastwood, came 
to Dublin, and travelled to Londonderry, having 
some drawings to that place. After some service 
for the Lord there, they travelled to Colerain, so 
through the Scotch country, to a place called 



yGooQle 

] 



WILLIAM EDMUNDSON. O 

Clough^ all on foot, in winter-time, wading rivers, 
and in dirty, miry ways; so that Anne Gonld, 
'being a tender woman, was much spent, and staid 
at Clough : the enemy persuading her that God 
had forsaken her, and that she was brought there 
to be destroyed, so that she fell into despair; but 
I knew nothing of them. 

" At this time my brother and I were at a fair 
at Antrim: being late there, we proposed to lodge 
that night at Glenavy, six miles on our way home- 
ward. Before we goi; to Glenavy, I was under a 
great exercise of spirit; and the word of the Lord 
came unto me, that my shop was in danger to be 
robbed that night. I told my brother of it; so 
we concluded to travel home, and went about a 
mile beyond Glenavy. But my spirit was still 
under a great exercise, the word of the Lord 
nioving me to turn back towards Clough; where- 
upon I was brought under a great exercise, be- 
tween these two notions ; to travel back, and the 
ser^e unknown, and my shop, on the other 
hand, in danger to be robbed, which brought me 
into a great striught, for fear of a wrong spirit. 
I cried unto the Lord in much tenderness of heart 
and spirit, and his word linswexed. That which 
drew me back should preserve my shop; so we 
went back to Glenavy, and lodged there. That 
night I slept but Httle, becausb of many doubis 
about the concern : on the other hand, I durst 
not disobey, for I knew the terrors of God for 
disobedience* 
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" The next .mornii^ my brother went home; 
but I rode back, and towards evemng came to 
Clough, and took up my lodging at an inn. When 

1 cam^ into the house, I found Anne Gould in 
despair, and Julian Wastwood with her; but when 
they knew who I was, and heard my name, the 
poor, disconsolate woman revived for joy and glad- 
ness, and got up; for she was in bed, overwhehn- 
ed under trouble of mind. I saw then my service 
of coming there was for her sake; and I told them 
how I was brought there by the hand of God, 
led as a horse by the bridle, to the place wh^re 
they were. They tlierefor^ greatly rejoiced and 
praised God ; the tender woman was hdped over 
Jier trouble, and she saw it was n trial of great 
tjemptations she had lainmider. They had n 
mind to go to Carrickfergus, to my house, and to 
Dublin, to take shipping for England; and .ac- 
cordingly, in two days, I got them to my house* 
When I came honae I enquired about my shop, 
whether it had been in danger of being robbed. 
They told me, the night I was under that exer- 
cise about it, the shop-window was broken down, 
^d fell with such violence on the coui^^, that it 
awakened our people, and the tiueves were af- 
frighted and ran away. So I wims crafirmed t;hat 
it was the word of the Lord that said, That wbidi 
drew me back should -pteaewe my shop) aicid I 
was grently ste^gthened in the word of lifei, to 
obey the Lord in what he required of me;. £» I 
was much afraid, lest, at any time, wy undmrfand- 



d by Google 



iag shovli he hettofeA.hy d 'wrcmg spirit^not 
feariag the b«s of goods, mtsoSkmtgsi for timth, 
ltd tesftonoGy bein^ n^ore ter me than nil other 
thingi^. When these tw© women had istaid 8om6 
tii»e 9H my house^ and yisfted VnenAs^ mf brother 
aeoompanied them to DubUn, from whence they 
^^lifed for England." 

In hii? journeys on areBgious aecount, thdiigh 
William Ednlmndson met mik severe treatment 
yet many, condnced of the truths preached by 
him, joined themselves to the society of Friends, 
and meetings were established in several |^ces. 
He jwas committed to Am^tgh jail, aiifd also su& 
fered from irickness ih that sitiiation* H^re he 
says, *^ Though I was weak and contem]^te in 
m^ own;eyes, yet the Lord wai with me; his 
power aad dread were my stir^gth and reftige." 
While sick and a prisoner^ he had to support an 
argument with several who were skSfol in dispu- 
totion, and wlro expected to be victorious over 
hinu "J was,*' sayd h^ •*gready afraid of my 
town vn^eakness, for truth-i^ sake ; therefore I pray- 
ed to the Lord ki secret, fen* Hii aid, and He 
Iras pleased to ffi me with his spirit, being mouth 
klid'wis^m to me; so that the Lord'i^ {K>wer and 
. Ihe testiinbny of his. Messed truth was over them.*^ 
'Afterwards, b^g brought befbr^ the court, 
«Ebece one of hk' opipbnents was chairman, thig 
person reiiew^ the dispute about religion* Wil- 
liam. Was^ tmwilling to enter krto frtrther contro- 
versy, bht, being urged to it, prevailed so much, 
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that his antagorast became angry^' and threatened 
him with his magisterial authority^ which another 
justice, who was present, told him was not fair: 
"For,*' said he, "if you wifl dispute of religion, 
you must come on equal terms, and lay aside your 
authority of a justice, and give liberty to be op- 
posed, as weH as oppose." Then he commended 
what the prisoner had said, which gave gene- 
ral satis&ction: those who committed him were 
ashamed of the action, and he regained his 
liberty. 

The testimony which Friends bor6 against 
tithes, hot being then fully understood or sup- 
ported in Ireland, this devoted man was impressed 
witii a sense of duty to hold forth an example in 
this respect. Therefore he applied for a farm, 
to a person who had expressed a desire to have 
Friends settle on his lands, in the county of 
Cavan; yet, though he had thus expressed him- 
self, WilKam and his brotiier found it difficult to 
condittde a baigain witii him* The termination 
of this affair will be best told by himself. " After 
a while, the Lord's power filled my heart : then 
I was moved in the word of life, to tell him I 
would take his land, let him take what he would 
for it, and make his own terms, at which he was 
amazed; so, pausing a Httie, desured half an hour 
to consider. He walked into his orchard, and in 
a Httle time returned to us, and dosed a bargain 
with us for the land, on such easy rent and terms 
as we could not have brought him to by axgUf* 
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Iments; whereupon several families of Friaids eame 
with us, and setded on his land. We kept a meeting 
(bt the worship of God twice in the week^ in which 
our hearts were tender befiire the Lord, and in 
hiir lore near and dear one to another. Now 
truth was much spread, and meetings settled Bt 
several places; many being convinced and brought 
to the knowledge of God, were added to Friends; 
but su£ferings increased, for not paying tithes, 
priests' maintenance, and towards repairing their 
worship-houses,; for not observing their holy- 
days, (so called,) and such like: they fleeced us 
in taking our goods, and imprisoned some of us. 

** In those days, the world and the thmgs of it 
were not near our hearts; but the love of God, 
his truth and testimony, lived in our hearts. We 
were glad of one another*s company, though some- 
times our outward fare was very mean, and oigr 
lodging on straw. We did not mind high things, 
but were glad of one another's welfare in the 
Lord, and his love dwelt in us,** 

In the course of William Edmundson's services, 
in visiting Friends and establishfng meetings, he 
met vrith insults and abuse; and at Belturbet, 
after passing a night in a cold prison, in the ex- 
fareihity of winter, with several Friends, men and 
women, he was put into the stocks, in the market- 
place, his companions being liberated. Here he 
had opiK)rtunity of preaching the gospel to an 
attentive audience. Robert Wardell, a boy, re- 
B & 
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monatratii^ strongly and severely with tbe provoirt 
of the town, against this act of violence, wa« 
idaced in the stod^s beside him; but, on Ins 
fother. threatening the proyoi^t, the youth was 
released, joined the society of Friends, and* in 
some time became an able minister amongst thew 
The people were much dissatisfied witit the.pro^ 
vost, who thereupon sent his office to set W3^ 
liam at liberty: the stocks were opened, and he 
was desired to take out his leg, and go his way< 
This he refused to do, desiring that the prpvosl 
should hknself take him out; having made him a 
public spectacle, as one who had been guilty of 
some gross ofience, though he had not been con- 
victed of any breach of the law. Theprovost camCi 
opened the stocks, and desked William to take 
out his leg; but he continued to refuse, alleging 
the public insult offered to him, and insisting, that 
he who had placed him in this ignominious con- 
finement, shoidd release ^hin^ froni it, which h€| 
complied with. Cromwell, ^ivT&o bore the title ojf 
Protector, had puMished a declaration, that such 
should be protected in their religion as owned 
God the Creator of all things, Christ Jesus the 
Saviour of man, and the Scriptures. Therefore 
the governor of the garrison, the officers, and 
principal inhabitants of the town, with many 
others, assembled in the court-house, to exan^ne 
whether the people called Quakers were under 
this protection. WiUiam Edmundson was called,, 
and his answers to their enquiries caused them 
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to give Jirfgfi4e»t in fatvotor of tkfe people. Then, 
raMng bis voice, be 'diE^ised them to heat %ilitess 
to the iflegal tretttabiit he had re<^ived, hjr mi- 
prisonment and pUfbUc expdsike jn tiie stocks, for 
^hieh the law providttd repAratbn; and several 
of tiie chief inhaMtants oflS^red to he evidence, if 
tfie law was urged against the provost. The gover- 
nor, cotmng from his seat, took Wffliam by the 
hand, expressing his (concern, and the provost 
betrayed nmtkh alarm.- However, he had not to 
do with one who sought revenge for k^uries, 
thottgh the undaunted man even reproved the 
governor for his inattention to these unjust pro- 
ceedings; for thus he says, " My spirit was borne 
up in the power of the Lord, as upon the wings 
of an eagle, that day." 

After this, he was imprisoned fourteen weeks 
in Cavan jail, amongst felons; sufiering from the 
stench of accumulated fihh, and other annoy- 
ances, to such a degree, as to draw tears from 
many of those who came to speak to him at the 
prison-grate, and could not endure the offensive 
effluvia. The compassion which his situation ex- 
cited, was manifested even by one of the justices 
who had committed him, who confessed his sor- 
row for having joined in such an arrest, and was 
desirous to nutigate the effects of it. When the 
blameless prisoner was brought into court, the 
judge demanded to know who, and what he was. 
To which' he answered, with an audible voice, 
" I am a prisoner, and have been a close prisoner 
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fourteen wed£% fi>r my. reKgion and fidth towaicb 
God; mid I want ju«tioe» and to be tried by the 
law n<>w established, for I know no kw that I 
haye broken ; and I am one who has ventured 
my life to establish the gOYemment» as it now 
stands, and own the government and the laws.'* 
The judge was disturbed at this, and reu^anded 
him to prison, but not to the dungeon; and a 
fevpurable impression beilig made on the minds of 
those present, William Edmundson. was dis- 
charged the next day, without a trial. WhQe he 
lay. in this bondage, he heard of the unguarded 
conduct of James Naylor, that admirable instru- 
ment, whose ministry had so much affected him. 
This {dungpd his nund into distress and dismay, 
tax beyond what his own bodily afflictions had 
been able to do; and he said in his heart, *^ How 
shaQ I stand through so many temptations and 
trials, which attend me daily, since such an one 
as he is fallal under temptations?'' Yet the 
the consideration, '^ Truth is truth, though all 
men forsake it," comforted and strengthened him 
under thb trouble. 

William Edmuhdson and his friends, being dis- 
appointed by their landlord, in the county of 
Cavan, who refused to fidfil the agreements to 
which he had consented^ removed to the provino^ 
of Leinster, most of whom setded about Moui^« 
mellick, in the Queen's County. William, esta* 
blishing himself at Rosenallis, and meetings 
for worship being hdd there. Friends from E^g^ 
land paid religious visits to their brethren in 
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tUsnalioii; aiid WiBtam EdnntiMbon often left Us 
home, to encourage streaglhi^ and support those 
whose various trials clahned his sympathy, and 
ako on account of mote public sendee. Being 
thus engaged at Londonderry, on a market-day, 
when stage-^yers and rope-dancers were amus* 
ing the populace, hils awful warning to repent^ aiid 
the tenour of his doctrines nudung a serious impres* 
sicni, and drawing the attention of those present 
from the public exhibition, enraged the actors; 
and they prevailed upon the mayor to send Wil* 
liam Edmundson to prison, though persons of 
sobriety were indignant at this severity towards 
a pious man, and the indulgence granted to the 
promoters of vanity. ^Many flocked around the 
prison-window, while he continued his exhortatiiHi, 
till he was chained by the leg, to a distant part of 
the jail, where condemned felons used to be fasr 
tened. Here he sate in sweet calmness of mind, 
while one of the rope-dancers fell, and received a 
serious injury. In a few days he recovered his 
tiberty, and resumed his religious labours ; being 
deeply concerned on account of the society to 
which he belonged, which had considerably in- 
creased by this time, and good order was wanting 
to restrain those whose words and actions were 
not consistent with the simplicity and self-denial 
which they professed ; and being considered as of 
the people called Quakers, gave occasion to their 
adversaries to reproach thegi, and thereby caused 
serious enquirers to doubt the rectitude and sin< 
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eerity of Quia soeiety. This was a ^griif of 
heart!" to WlHianiy who eoold auiyf by his e^arnid^ 
and hi9 adficei. oppose the growing evil. 

On the accession of Charles the Second, in 
1^^, there was a great ferment in pubBc affairs ; 
an insttrrecdon being made by those who were 
called Fiftfa-nonarchy-men. They pretended to 
betteve that the time was come for the reign of 
Jesus Christ upon earth, whidi should form a 
fifth monarchy, and which it was their duty to 
support, even by force of arms. Though the 
people called Quakers were known to testify 
against war, and though they, were submissive to 
the government, yet the oflfence of these rioteri^ 
was made a pretext for harassing them; and on 
this account, WiUiam, with many others, was con- 
fined in Maryborough jail; but being supported 
in their spirits, above the cruelty of their perse- 
cutors, they held their meetings, and were com- 
forted together, in the consciousness of their inno- 
cence. When the clamour had a little subsided, 
William made application to the government for 
their liberation; and having obtained leave from 
the sheriff, for twenty days' absence, he went to 
Dublin, and petitioned the lords justices, who were 
then the Earls of Orrery and Mountrath, with Sir 
Maurice Eustace, chancellor; and although they 
were much engaged with other business, yet the 
order for setting Friends at liberty throughout 
the nation, was grants by them; several copies of 
which were signed by the said lords justices, and 
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sent to tlie i^riffs of ihe seVetal eotmties wliere 
s»3u^ were detained. pi?l9onert. Noiwitihil moling 
whidi> the sfaeriiF at Maryborough resisted the 
order, detaimng those who were ^unprisoned 
there, for their fees^ and thus WSMam Edmimd* 
stm found thenv when he retttmed from aaex* 
anuniUion made by him, duonghout the nation^ 
how the order had been obeyed. But at the 
^larter Ses(^ons, then sitting/ the justices com* 
passionated the case of the oppressed people^ 
represented to them by WiUiain Ednundson, and 
granted him a eertificate, . exphioing the cause of 
thdr detention; Wilh which he went to Dublia^ 
where he found John Bumyeat and Robert Lodge 
in confinement, got their release from die inayor, 
and proceeded to the Earl of Mountrafth's Iodg-« 
^ings. This nobleman was pleased wkh this intrepid 
intercessor for Hberty, on his first application; and 
on further knowledge of him, became inore fa- 
▼ourable to him; retaining a personal regard for 
him till his death; and his son continuing this 
friendship, showed kitidnefii to Friends* William 
Edmundson did not find it. difficult to obtain the 
disdbarge of the prisoners for. whom he pleaded; 
and, as he brought with him a fiill and positive 
order to set them at Hberty immediately, w^bout 
paying fees, the sheriff was obliged to obey it, 
venting his rage in abusive language. 

Imprisonment on accoiint of tithes became 
very:general; and William Edmundson appealed 
to govemmtot, against the cruelty of the clei^- 
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man bdonging to MountmelCck, who endearoured 
to prevent millers from grinding the com of those 
vdio/ for conscience s^ke^ could not pay himliis 
demands, or to deal, or ev^i to hold converse 
^th them; watching tliose who 'disobeyed his 
order, and summoning diem to the bishop's 
court. Me went further, desiring his parishioners 
to shun Quakers as they would the plague ; teHmg 
them that they need not pay their debts to 
them, and would be protected by the law, if they 
knocked them on the head. This had a contrary 
effect from what he intended, (exciting compas- 
sion and love towards those who were thus per- 
secuted,) and estranged the regard of the people 
itom the persecutor*; and 'many of them signed 
the account of those proceedings, which William 
Edmundsoon drew up, took to Dublin, and laid 
before the government; who resented this con- 
duct, and ordered the clergyman and his appari- 
tor to come before the council, where they were 
sharply reproved, and were threatened by the 
primate with punishment, which, at William's re- 
quest, was not inflicted on them. The primate, 
who was also chancellor at that time, desired he 
should be informed if they did not desist, and he 
ncouldmake them examples to the nation. The 
contrast of the cruelty exercised against William 
Edmimdson and his friends, with their forgive- 
ness, made a favourable impression on the miAds 
of those in authority; yet was evil returned for 
good. This covetous priest, incensed at die $x- 
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postire of his condact^ plundered William Ed- 
mundson's house, and deprived others of his 
£:iends of property, on pretence of church dues, 
so called; and having a commission of the 
peace, would have sent William Edmundson to 
prison, had not the Earl of Mountrath superseded 
his warrant, and granted him his Uberty tBl the 
assizes. When the assizes came, as the innocent 
sufferer passed into court, the pitymg people called 
to him, " The Lord bless you, William; the Lord 
help you, WilKamJ' His opponents had drawn 
up two mdictments against him, and when thc^ 
came into court, four lawyers, not only without 
fees, but ^thout his knowledge of their intention, 
successively pleaded his cause. The Earl of 
Mouhtrath also protected him. The indictments 
were quashed, the persecutor hissed, the judge 
displeased with him, and his defeat gave general 
satisfaction. Yet the persecuting spirit of this 
man again arose, and he invaded the property of 
his neighbours, under the same pretence as be- 
fore. Again William Edmundson went to Dub- 
lin, and again petitioned the lord-lieutenant and 
council. He was admitted into the council-cham- 
ber, accompanied by one of his friends, to state 
their grievances. And thus he relates the circum- 
stance: ''We had a very fair hearing, that judge 
being present who gave judgment in favour of us 
at the assizes. The council gave their judgment 
that their proceedings were illegal; and the lord- 
Ijeatenant would know why we did not pay tithes 
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t6 the miniiTte^s^ So I showed him, out of the 
Scriptures, Che law was eaided that. gave tithes, 
and the priesthood changed, that received them, 
by the coining and suffering of Christ, who .had 
gettled a jninistry on better tenus, and ordered 
them a maintenance. He would kaoyr what main* 
tetiance th^ miinstera imist have. I tcdd hm 
Christ's allowance; mid I showed himi from Ae 
Soiptures, what it was, as the Lord opened them 
to me by his spirit and power that was with m^ 
whfeh gavfe me wisdom and utterance, and s^it 
faoiJkie what I said to their understandings. There 
wer^ three bishops present, and not one of thetfi 
repUed to all this diseowrse, though so nearly con* 
cerned in it. The lord-fieutenasit bid God bless 
us; adding, we should not nvttkr foit not g6iDg to 
^eir public worship, neither for going to cmr 
jneetings." After this, tlienr persecutor ceas^ to 
harass those who were ih>W reported to have 
liberty of conscience. But in the county of Ar- 
Biagh many were impris<med on account of their 
x^li^ous principles; and WiDiatt ISdmundson, 
being in that county, shared thk severity, which, 
however, was made etoy to them by the sweet 
conymmioh of mind which they had with eadi 
other, and with friends and serious peojde who 
visited tibiem. 

> Jn; 1665, WilKam Edmundsoiei went.from hit 
own home io Londonderry, impressed wiA a deep 
sense of the i^wfiil message which he had to de- 
liver to the inhaUtants of that city« Tlua was a* 
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sdemn waming to '' repent, or the Lord would 
hring a scourge over them, and scale their walk 
without a ladder*" H^ placed a paper to this 
Bnport on their gates^ and walked through the 
streets widi this denundation, which struck the 
hearts of many who heard him, with awe and 
terror; and though he was examined by the ciyil 
jiBd ecclesiastical authoc]tie39 he left the city with- 
out being imprisoned* The people of London- 
^erry, al^rwards, r^Ea^nbeted this waming, when 
.the siege which that city austamed reduced them 
to the dreadful extremities of famine, 
t In 1669, William £dmundson was relieved of a 
burden, which, for the most part, he had borne 
alone, by George. Fox's visit to Ireland, and his 
.establishing, in this m^n, men's and women's 
meetings for th^ weU<-ordering of the society. 

In 167 1» WilHam Edroundson, lutving for tome 
time considered it his duty to visit the West 
India Islands, laid his com^em before Friends 
assembled at the general meeting in Dublin, and 
having their full concurrence, he took a tender 
ieaye of his fan^y and friends; and after attend- 
ing the yearly meeting held in Londoiv and visit- 
jng some meetings in England, he onbarked, in 
company with George Fox and several other 
.friends, for those parts. They held meetings («i 
.board ship, and were comforted and strengthened 
.together'; and, after escajmig from the pursuit of 
:a pirate^ landed safe in Barbadoes, where thdr 
iservices were acc^table. From thence WilUamj 
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with Thomas BriggSi his comjpanion, sailed fot 
the other islands^ where they were generally well 
received, except at Nevis, where they were not 
permitted to land. However, some Friends, not* 
withstanding a penalty imposed on those who did 
so, ventured to visit them on board, to mutual 
coi^dfort. The governor of the island engaged 
the master of the ship, in a bond of one thousand 
pounds, to carry the strangers back to Antigua, 
from whence he had brought them; and some 
men of consequence coming on board, William 
Edmundson remonstrated with them on the rigour 
exercised towards Englishmen, who had come so 
far to visit their countrymen, in not permitting 
them to land, and refresh themselves after the 
voyage. One of these persons, a colonel, acknow- 
ledged that this was true. " But," said he, " we 
hear that, since your coming to the Caribbee 
Islands, there are seven hundred of our militia 
turned Quakers; and the Quakers will not fight, 
and we have need of men to fight, being sur- 
rounded by enemies; and that is the very reason 
why Governor Wheefer will not suffer you to 
come on shore." 

From these islands, William Edmundson, in 
company with his other friends, went on a peril* 
ous voyage to the continent of North America. 
His inittistry in Virginia took hold on the minds 
of those professing with him there, and he was 
enabled to instruct them in the discipline of };he 
iodety. TravelBng to CalroKna, through tiie 
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wflderness, he endured much, and had to pasa 
nights in the woods. He at length reached the 
house of Henry Phillips, at Albemarle River, a 
Friend who had rendoved thither firom New Eng- 
land, and had not for seven years before seen cme 
of his owfl society. He and his wife received Wil- 
liam Edmundson and his guides with tears of joy. 
A meeting was appointed at his desire, at which 
his testimony reached the hearts of several of 
those present, some of whom, afterwards, joined 
the society. On returning to Virginia, William 
Edmundson waited upon the governor. Sir Wil- 
liam Barclay, telling him that he came from Ire- 
land, where his brother was lord4ieutenant, who 
was kind to Friends there, as he hoped he would 
be to those in Virginia; but he was peevish, and 
It seemed difficult to impress his mind with kind- 
ness. This was not the case with major*generaI 
Bennett, who, with other persons of note, attended 
a meeting. After which. Friends withdrew to 
another room, to transact the affairs of the disci- 
plme. William Edmundson explained to the gene- 
ral and others the reason of their having done so : 
that it was " to lay down a method to provide for 
01^ poor widows and fatherless children; to take 
care that no disorders were committed in our 
society; and that all lived orderly, according to 
what they profjpssed;" informing him that such 
was the general practice. The major-general ex- 
pressed his satisfaction, on hearing there was 
such care and order amongst Friends, and wished 
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it hi(d been ihe practice with ^ers^ adding, ikat 
he was a wesdthy man, and many of oui^ friends 
were poor, therefore he desired to contribute 
ahmg with them. ^* He was/' Bays William £d-^ 
numcbon, <' a brave, sqM, m^e man ; receive the 
truth, and died in the sam^ leaving two Friends' 
hkr executors;" 

At Newport, in Rhode Island, Wifliam Ed- 
mundson joined with some Friends, in answering 
a challenge for a disputation, (which lasted tltiree 
days,) from an old clergynlan, Roger WilQams, 
who poured forth many slanders against the 
Quakers, which w«re refiited to the satisfaction 
of those who were witnesses; and though he xe^ 
newed the attack at Providence, he was there 
also silenced; and some of lii$ party, desiring to 
know our belief of what the soul of man was 
made, " I told them," says William Edmundson, 
** I believed what the Scriptures said ; that when 
Crod made man, he breathed into man the breath 
of life, and he became a livuig soul; and it was 
suSScient for me to know Christ Jesus, that re- 
deemed my soul; but if any of them, that were 
great professors and old disputants, would under- 
take to show what God made the soul of man of, 
he might. Then one, that was an ancient, lead- 
ing man amongst them, said he would not meddle 
with it. This ended the dispute. Then we had 
a seasonable opportunity to open many things to 
the people, appertaining to the kingdom of God, 
and way of eternal life and sidvation." 
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WiHiaia Edimindson had a remarkably quick 
passage to Ireland^ where he found that some 
vrete infected with the loose^ foolish imaginations 
of Muggleton and otheirs; causing great errcNrs In 
their conduct, and great trouble to faithful 
Ftiends. *' We had macti exercise/' he adds^ 
^ befinre we got things brought into order and 
settled; but the Lord's power was with us^ and 
w^tt over allf and the Lord still gave an under* 
stapding to place judgment in the right Hne, praisesl 
be to his liame for ev^r! Now, honest, tender 
Friends, that ki^t their habitation ill die truth, 
w^e very glad of my coming in such a time of 
need; so I laboured with them' in this nation, 
both in the ndnistry and church^govemment, ac- 
cording to the ability and gift that Chnst gave 
niei 

In 1675, William Edmundson was again sepa- 
rated from his beloved family, by making a second 
vii^ to the West bdies, on a religious account* 
On this voyage, water fell short; and the answer 
of the captain of another ship, when applied to 
for a barrel of watjsr, which was. That he would 
not give a barrel of water for a barrel of silver, 
(being on allowimce himself,) is an impressive les-' 
S(m, to convince how insufficient is wealth to en^ 
sure even temporal comforts. The horses were 
fed with shavings of deal boards, mixed with 
straw from the men's cabins, and biscuit ; and thus 
were kept aHve, till they landed at Barbadoes, at 
which time they had scarce half a barrel of water 
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left. WiUiam was gladly received by Friencb In 
tliis island; and the people^ in general^ were hum- 
bled, under a late dispensation of a dreadful hur- 
ricane, which had been attended with the loss of 
many lives, besides property to a considerable 
amount. Here his labours of love, both in public 
meetings, and in those for discipline, and also in 
meetings held with the negroes, appear to hav6 
been blessed. In this place he held a disputation 
with a person whom he calls ^' priest Ramsey ;" 
at which it is supposed three thousand persons 
were present, under shades formed among trees. 
Priest Ramsey, not being able to make good his 
charges, complained to the governor of William 
Edmimdson; representing him as a Jesuit, come' 
out of Ireland, pretending to be a Quaker, and 
to make the negroes Christians; but, in reality, 
would make them rebel and cut the throats of their 
masters. Upon which the governor was about 
to send a warrant to apprehi^nd him. This daunt- 
less man, hearing of this, presented himself before 
the governor, and found him much incensed, ac- 
cusing him with the charge concerning the 
negroes. Willittm told him, it was a good work 
to brihg them to the knowledge of God and 
Christ Jesus, and to believe in him that died for 
them and for all men; which would keep them 
jfrom rebelling, or cutting any man's throat) but 
if they did rebel, and cut their throats, as he said, 
it would be through their own doings, in keepmg 
them in ignorance, and under opjnression. The 
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governor became moderate, and dismissed Williaiii 
Edmundson, deskring him to appear before him 
the next day, which he did, and was again attack* 
ed by his adversary Ramsey, who was again foiled 
in his accusation; and the governor and coun^i^ 
showing him marks of their displeasure, he asked 
tilieir forgiveness, on his knees; and with this ser- 
vile act the contest ended, and the governor was 
kind to William Edmundson from that time after. 

Again the American continent was visited by 
this devoted servant of his Lord. He journeyed 
there in apparent jeopardy, the Indians beilig at 
war with the European settlers. "I travelled,"^ 
says he, " as with my life in my hand, leaving aH 
to the Lord that rules in heaven and in earth, 
I heard of some tender people, at a place called 
Reading; so five or six Friends and I went there, 
to an ancient man's house, whose name was Gould. 
His house was a garrison ; for at that time, most of 
the people in those parts, except Friends, were in 
garrisons, for fear of the Indians. When we came 
to his house, the gates were locked: we called, 
and the old man opened the gate. There was 
one of their elders at prayer. I stopped Friends 
till he had done: then we went into the room, 
where Several , were . met to exercise religion ; but 
they seemed to be disturbed at our coming in. I 
stood still, and told them we came not to disturb 
them; fori loved religion, and was seeking reli* 
gious peofde. The old man of. the house bid us 
sit down, and lie sate by me. 
c 
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*^ As I satey my heart being full of the power 
and spiril of the, Lord^ the love of God ran 
through me to the peojde. I told thesn I had 
something in my heart to declare amoogst thei% 
if ikef would give me leave. The maaler of the 
housei who aate by me, hid me speak; and nqr 
heart being iull of the word of life, I sjx^e of the 
myateries of God*s kingdom; audi as I was speak^^ 
ingy I touched a Ut(te upon the prieats. The old 
man dapped me on l&e dbK>iddm*9 and said he 
must stop me, for I had spoken against thetr mfaiih 
£ller& So I stopped, for I was tender of tbesK^ 
and fdt they were a tender people: yet n^ heart 
was fuH of heavenly matter. Aftar a little paufe» 
X told then I had many tilings to declare unto 
ftein, of the things of GxhIj but^ being in that 
bmise, I must have leave of the master of it. He 
bid me speak on, whidi I did, in thedemomtratioai 
of the spirit and pow«r of the Lord; ao thi^ their 
eonseienoea w^e awakened, and the witness of 
God in them, answered to the truih of the testi- 
jiiony« They were broken into many tears; and 
when I was clear in dedaration, I conduded the 
meeling with fervent prayer tx> Ae Lord. 

^'Theoldimm^nsiBg up, got me in his arms, and 
said he ofmed what I had spoken, and diai&ed 
God dmt he could undenNaand it; and said he 
had heard that we denied the Scriptures, and der 
nied Christy who died for us, whidi was the cause 
of the diffiatence betwixt their ministem and us; 
but he understood this 4aj^ tikat we owned bodi 
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Christ and the Scriptures; therefore he wcndd 
know the reason of the d^renoe betwkt their 
ministers and us. I told him their mmiefters were 
satisfied with the talk of Christ and the Scrip- 
tures; and we could not be satisfied without Ae 
sure, inward, divine knowledge-<rf God and Christ, 
and the enjoyment of those comforts the Scrip- 
tures deeliored of, which true befierers enjoyed in 
Ae primitive dmes. The old man rephed, with^ 
tears, ihose were the things be wanted. He 
would not let us go till we had eaten with hhn, 
though provisions were »very scarce, because of 
tihe great destruction by ^e wars. Thu^, leaving' 
them loving and tender, when we parted the old 
man wept, got me in his arms, and said he doubt- 
ed he should ever see me ag^in.** 

William Edmimdson found his friends in Rhode 
Island distressed, on account of the wars^ the Vi- 
dians commitdng great havock, and the people, in 
genend, as he expresses it, ^^ outrageous to fight; 
but the governor, Walter Clarke, being a Friend, 
could not give commissions to kfll and destroy 
men." The company of William was, therefore, 
very accceptable, and strengthening to them at 
this time; and his advice, in conducting the disci- 
pline, very useful. A great mortdity succeeded 
to the Indian war; and though the disease was 
infectious, to a great degree, WilKam Edmund- 
son did not forbear visiting the sick families of 
Friends, till he received flie contagion himself; 
c« 
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and then those wh<mi he had reproved for vm-^ 
eonduct^ seemed to rejoice at the prospect of a 
restraint being taken off. However, in about ten 
days he recovered, renewed his labours, and, ac- 
companied by Jfpnes Fletcher, took leave of his 
friends on this island, and returned to the conti- 
nent* 

About five miles from New London they heard 
of some baptists that kept the seventh day a sab- 
bath, and went to visit them on that day of the 
week. They found them, their servants and 
negroes, sitting in silence. The entrance of stran- 
gers seemed to disturb them; but William, gently 
addressing them, said they had not come to dis- 
turb them ; but hearing that they were a people 
differing from others, they had come to visit them, 
and* if their religion was good, to partake with 
them. After sitting a while in silence with them, 
and feeling there were desires in them after the 
knowledge of God, (having obtained their per- 
mission to ask questions,) he queried why they 
kept that day as a sabbatli ? They replied it was 
strictly commanded in the Old Testament. He 
asked if we were obliged to keep all the laws of 
Moses? They said no; but the keeping of the 
sabbath seemed to be more required than the rest 
of the laws; for the priests often blamed the Jews 
for breaking the sabbath more than any other 
part of the law. William Eldmundson brought 
forward the example of Christ, who, when he was 
in the fiesh, did many things which the Jews ac- 
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eounted a breaeh of the sabbath ; as^ healing on 
the sabbath day, travelling with his disciples^ 
plucking ears of eorn, and dohig naxgy things on 
Ae sabbath, with which Ae Jews were highly 
ofiended; opening many Scfiftttfes to them^ 
showing that Christ had ended the law of the 
old covenant, and was the rest of his people; and 
that all must know rest, quietiiess, and peace in 
him. 

To their enquiries, concerning water-baptism 
and breaking of bread, WSliam answered, that 
John, who had the ordinance of water-baptism^ 
sud he baptized with water, but Christ should 
baptize them with fire and the holy ghost; and 
that his must decrease, and Christ's must mcrease. 
And now, by our account, it w|m drawing near 
seventeen htmdred ye«rs, which was sufficient 
time to wear unto an end that which decreased, 
and establish that which increased^ And it was 
a material question, to such as held water-baptism 
to be in force, to show how far it was decreased, 
and when it would be at an end; and Christ's 
baptism increased to p^ection, and estaUished 
according to John's testimoi^. He believed that 
John's water-baptism was ended long ago, and 
Christ's established ; and that there was but one 
fittth and one baptism, as die apostle testified to 
die Ephesians: and he explained to them that 
Chrbt was the substance of aU those things, and 
hs body the bread of Hfe, that we must all feed 
upon. They were attentive, whik Wflliam thus 
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Sffoke^ and wh% ll^ was engaged in testimony 
and i»rayer amMgst i^^a^ and he parted from 
them inuHiitual tenderm^Bs ana lore. 

At New Hertfordy trhilher he went wkh grelit 
fdue(anoe and afene^ but not darii^ to disobey 
tb^ divine tonfnafeid) he preached in two of their 
worship-houseSy in otie df whieh he was rudely 
Seated. Many professors of religion came to dis- 
pute with him^ one company after another; and i^ 
preacher among ibe baptist^ charged Friends 
with holding a grettt error^ which wiua, that etery 
man had a measure of the spirit of Christy denying 
that any but behevers had receited it* But Wil- 
liam Edmundson, teUii^ hitn that Gbrttt had 
enlightened 4V€ry ^ne tiiat came into the world, 
with the light of his spirit^ reminded him of Ike 
^omise^ tibat he would send the comforter^ the 
[^irit of truth, that idiOuld conrhice the world of 
sm, and should guide his disciples into all truth: 
thus the same stpirit of truth, that leads beHerers 
into aU truth, convinees the world of sin. The 
baptist teacher was silent. 

Uniting again widi his friend, James Flei^^, 
they jowrtieyed to Long Island ivhere the meet* 
iug^a ot the society were much disto4jed by s^t^ 
tal who had left tbetoi, and joined <hose, who, 
from the extravagance of th^ condnct, were catt- 
ed Rantbrs. Tfa^y'TemaiD^ here for some timto, 
le the dtarfert of FHends; and though mttny of 
Ike Rtaters came to the teedtings, they seefned #e- 
ttrtuned, by a p&ireT superior to man^ from per- 
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rienced a cbange of beart, and coadonned &dr 
former conduct* 

William Edboiuudson, with bis com^fflion, tini. 
veiled through imany other parts of Anieriea, en- 
countering great difficulties, and suffering so nuidi 
from cold, as to require support m standing er 
. walking : yet in this condition he ventured on tiie 
great bay of Chesapeake where they narrowly «i^ 
taped being lost; and put into a little creek, in 
an umnhabited island, for three nights, withimt 
!iAdh;er from rain, sleet, and snow, they lyii^ on 
Ibe wet ground. This augmented hfe bodily 
vulB^mgs, but his spint was supported hy Him 
whom he served, and in whom he trusted; and tlie 
weather becoming more favouraUe, they proceed* 
«d, in a boat, to the house of a person who, with 
his femily, had joined Friends, and arrived there 
a little before day. William Edmundson had 
been there before. He was got in with difficulty, 
being unable to waU: alone; but soon felt his 
mind dkquieted, under a sense that things wei^e 
wrong in that house, of which, in the morning, he 
was fully convinced. Thear^ore, after admcmishing 
the family, he got again into the boat, and went 
some miles fotth^r, parting vrith his frirad Jai^es 
Letcher; but being pretty well recovered, rt- 
newed his travds, and was instrumental to restore 
g^od ixtdetf respecting tiiie disc^liae of the so- 
e^: also to encourage them to keep clear of 
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party feuds^ which ran high between Sir Wiffiam 
Berkely and Colonel Bacon, at that time. 

A journey to Carolina appeared to be attended 
' with great danger, on account of the Indians, who 
still retained the power and will to commit inju- 
ries; but William Edmundson, accompanied by 
an aged Friend, performed his visit without 
molestation, and to his own satisfaction, and diat 
of his friends. After two years' absence he re- 
turned to Europe, and, landing in England, at- 
tended the yearly meeting, held in London; and 
also a meetmg, where he united with his friends 
in condemning that separating spirit which had pre- 
vailed with some, to lead them from under the cross 
of Christ and self-denial. His return to his wife 
and children was, as he expresses it, '^ in the same 
love of God that had made us willing to part with 
one another for a season, for the Lord^s sendoe 
and truth's sake." This was m 1677. 

Demands on account of tithes continued to 
harass those who, for conscience sake, refused to 
pay them. The clergyman who had before so 
violently persecuted WilHam Edmundson and his 
friends, became deranged in his intellects. Ifis 
situation was filled by his curate, who, persisting 
in the course his principal had pursued, put Wil- 
liam Edmundson and his friend Robert Jackson 
in the bishop's court; had them excommunicated, 
takeii by a writ, and committed to prison, in the 
year 1682, himself guarding him thither; and 
when they reached the dungeon, where felons 
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were confined^ scomfiilfy told WilHam, ihere was 
liis lodging. Of this imprisonment take William 
Edmundson's own account: ** We were confined 
prisoners about twenty weeks^ and had many pre- 
dous, good meetings; baying the benefit of 
Friends' company^ who came to see us from most 
parts of the nation. Few days passed, but we 
had the company of honest-hearted Friends^ from 
one place or other. When the Lord's time was 
come^ he made way for our liberty in manner fol- 
lowing. The lord of Ely, being then our land- 
lord, was concerned for us, because of our suffer- 
ings; and endeavoured with the bbhop for our 
liberty, who ordered us to come to the court of 
Kildare. Accordingly we came ; and there was the 
bishop, about ten or twelve priests, the lord of 
Ely, and his steward ; with several other persons 
of account in the world, and a great concourse of 
people. Dean Sing was chancellor of die court. 
John Bumyeat and Anthony Sharp accompanied 
me to the court; yet went not in, but stood at the 
door, where they could both see and hear us. 
The bishop began to discourse with me concern"* 
ing tithes, which I was unwilling to enter upon, 
being sensible of my own weakness; but he urged. 
Then the Lord, by his divine spirit, gave me wis- 
dom and understanding, and brought Scr^tures 
into my memory fluently ; so that I proved tithes 
to be ended, and that it was antichristian either 
to pay or receive them in gospel times. Which 
c3 
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thing WHS opened so dear to the uaderstandiogA 
of the people^ that there seeded to be great i^tis- 
iactton in the covnrt Then Dean Sing stood up 
before them all, and said^ if he had known me as 
well before as he did iiow> I should not have sirf- 
fered; with severed other esqpressioas of kindness. 

^' We went through msny other things relating 
to gospel ministers, Christian religion, &ith, and 
the true worship of God; and my understanding 
was clear, ripe, and ready, through the assistaace 
of the I^ord's blessed spirit, to answer to matters; 
so that they could not resist what I said. The 
bishop himself was sifent. Then I told him that 
I thought my suffering was iUegal ; for that the 
ckuse in the statute of Heniy the Eighth, by 
which they had prooeeded ag wist mo, did Bfot 
take hold of me; and if a«^derate, unlmssedjudjge 
had the «MiHstering of ihe law, he nnght hatve 
found that I was not the man it took hold of. 
For the words 4n that statute are, ' that if any man, 
out of a perverse will and ungodly mind, shall de- 
tain his tithes, ahe shall be so proceeded against** 
But as for me, I ctid iK>t detain tithes out of an 
ungodly mind or ipervei^e will, but mit of a tender 
conscience towards Grod^ and could not brieve 
that the king and parliament 'of Elngland intended 
that act -against tender, <K>ns<»etttious men; bat 
against ungodly, wiUul^ and perverse meni accordia|; 
to the douse in the act They had not o<M»Bidesed 
that point, aiid wove all HB^cftit: ^aefy the Ush^, 
who enjoined me to give him, in writing, the ex- 
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Mtirords of the aforesaid act; and also ta ^e 
llim^ in writing, the reasons why I dissented from 
the chnreh of England; saying, they must not lose 
^sadsL a man as me; so ordered us to appear there 
at the next court, and wrote to the sheriff to let 
«s liave our liberty until then; so btoke up the 
court. Our discourse held full three hours, and 
in a quiet mimn^, without any odier fousn^SB. 
-When we came out to Friends who stood at the 
Tsouit-^door, John Buniyeat said he was never 
t>etter satisfied with a day*s work in aD his Mfe, 
Ibe testimmiy of truth being so over them. The 
eext <;ourt we appeared, as ordered, and the 
tohop then woidd ctbsolve us; but I told him I 
could not oome under any of thmr cecemomes, 
fOid we had much discourse about it. At last he 
-bid God make us good Christians,^ and wsote to 
Hie sheriff to discharge us from prison, whidi was 
i?ead% done. This suffierii^ and coofereneei 
tturoagh the Lord's blessing, had a good effect; 
Ibr, sinee 4iiat tine, both the bishop and ofBcars 
tif Ibat 'oourt have been kind to Friends, and par- 
tiettUniy to me." 

in 1683, William Ednmiiason, ibr the tliii^ 
time, rii^ted diose be 4S9Mb the Caribbee Islands 
•nd Jamaica. His voyltges and journeys, says 
John Stoddart, in his prefiice to WilMam Ed- 
Mondson^ journal, were ^ at his own cost, ^t 
Ibe :goc^ n^ght not be obargeable." And h* 
adjAi, *<' Though it was oflen his lot to be sepa- 
Mttdfibm his wife and childr»^ fi>r tbegospks 
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sake; yet he ordered his affairs with discretimi, 
that there might be no want in his &mily> either 
of commendable employment or necessaries/' 

James the Second was proclaimed king of Eng- 
land) on the death of his brother, Charles the 
Second, in 1684-5. Friends met with disturbance, 
of which William Edmundson partook. His own 
trials appeared light, in comparison with his deep 
feeling and prospect of i^proaching public dis- 
tress, when it was reyealed to him ths^ the car- 
casses of men would be spread as dung on the 
earth. Of this he iSuthfiilly gave warning, and 
advised Friends to kss^i their worldly concerns^ 
and be ready to recdve the Lord in his approach- 
ing judgments, fleeing to him for succour. 

This prediction was soon fulfilled. Irish afikirs 
assumed an alarming aspect. The Earl of Tyr- 
coimel^ lord-deputy of Ireland, disarmed most of 
the English, and armed the Irish. This caused 
. much apprehension and contention. William Ed-^ 
mundson, suffering with others in the country, 
irom the licentiousness of the Irish army, peti- 
tioned the deputy, who heard his complaint, and 
cashiered the principdl ofrendei*; who was, how- 
ever, restored, on his submission, and at William's 
request. His exertions for the safety of his^ 
neigh}>ours, were often made at the hazard of his 
Kfe. As for himself, his character was so well 
known, and so much respected by government, 
that they manifested th^ desire to protect him; 
and at his request, the chief officers of <^e Irish 



d by Google 



WILIiIAM EPlfUVDSOir. 37 

anny^ when marching northwards, against the 
protestanis, who were in arms, spared FriaidB 
there, and were kind to them. He had interviews 
with King James, who heard him quietly; bttt the 
tumults of dvil war increasing, the country was 
exposed to great distress. 

After the defeat of the Irish army, at the bat- 
tle of the Boyne, the straggling, flying soldiers coio- 
mitted great depredations. William Edmundson's 
house was several times plundered, his horses taken, 
and his life and ^e lives of his fistmily often in 
imminent danger. The English army came, and, 
notwithstanding the proclamation issued by ELing 
William, that none who lived peaceably should be 
molested, they drove away catde and horses, and 
took away prisoners. It weis with the utmost 
difficulty and exertion that Wuham 'saved the life 
of a person whom they had stripped for hanging; 
He was also instrumental in saving the Uves of 
those wlu> came to recover their cattle from the 
enraged miUtary; and he also succeeded in getting 
most of their cattle restored to them. At other 
times he purchased the stock belonging to the 
Irish, and gave them to the owners: also let thdr 
horses graze on his land, to save them from the 
plunderers. 

A dreadful banditti spread over the land, be« 
longing to neither army, but more to be dreaded 
than both. These were called raparees, a name 
still assockted with ideas of terror, though more 
than an hundred years are past since Ireland felt 
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tile scourge of these tnaraudens. Tiiode, while 
WMbon £cbniuiidBO& mtt^ided the hdi&year's 
uieetrng, held at Dublm, (where Friends rejoiced 
to see the faces rfeach other,) drtrre away twen^ 
of his oows. On his return, he was not satmfted 
to remove into a garrisoned town. Ode night, 
himdreds of the buiditti beset Wffliam*s house ; 
and ihe shots which they fired in al; the windows, 
were heard at Mountraeffidc, two mHes distai^. 
Several were desirous to go to his cussistance, but 
the governor obstinately refused to griHit military 
dd. His house was plundered and burned, and 
faifttSelf and his two sons led away priscuiers, hare^ 
tieaded and tmre-^oted, and neaiiy naked; except 
that 4^y gave Wffiiam EdnKcndson an oU blanket 
of ias own to wrap about him.. 

After a toilsome night, joutCEeymg iXftrough 
bushes, rough stones, imre, and water knee^deep,. 
they were taken to a wood, and, after a mock, 
tfhow of justice, condemnied te deatli: the yottng 
men to be hanged, and their &ther, in comploment 
to his courage, to be «hot. Though death was 
no terror to ftfis pious man, he expostulated wMi 
his persecutors; ivniinduig tbem of bis services 
In behalf of their ceuntry^fdk, md ohallenged 
them to prove, if he or his sons had wronged any 
xX ihem one fkrthing; and several of them con- 
fessed they knew him to be an honest man: yet 
Jtrstfcetind mercy were disregarded, and they pre- 
pared to execute their putpose. - The youtha 
were hood-iwiidced, in order to hang them; and 
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whom they were about to hoodwink also; but he 
told them i^^ need not, for he coukl look tbem 
in the &bce, and was aot afraid to die. 

At this juncture there arrived a lieutenant, tiie 
br<^ber of him whose life William Edmundsoil 
had saved, when the En^sh s^ddiers wchre about 
to hang him» Thus the Lord interposed, and 
would not su£Ssr them to take Ifaeir liv^. The 
officer released the prisoners from death, but did 
niot re^ore tl^m to liberty, taking tk:em to Ath* 
lone; not, it j^faould seem, from a grat^il sense 
of reitvembered services, but from a hope of pve- 
ferment thereby. He kept the prisoners diree 
nights in a cabin^ cold ^and hungry. It is probar 
ble Ibod was scarce .with all; for it was remarked, 
mth surprise^ by thek^^ppressors, how Wilfiam^ 
4i|ien advanced hi ttfe, ^ouM endure his privations^ 
He replied, they had taken away and tiestroyed 
his provisions, ^wid the Lord had taken away his 
afipetite; so he was fttted &r this. But though 
he could endure cold and hunger, and meet death 
with pious courage, he fek for his sons; and to aft 
old man who teame out of a cabin, and kx^ed on 
thc^ sorrowftiUy, he addr^sed htmset^ request- 
iiog a piece of bread for ihetn, know«^ they w^e 
pinched idth hui^er. The man said be would 
^e him bread, if he bought it with gold, for he 
iielievediie was not one used to beg his bread:; 
and bfiligiog him some very coar^, apoIogiMd 
/ ^ fhaying nothing to gite Irith it. Tius kind 
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gift was very acceptable^ and the prisoners held 
on their way. 

On entering the town of Athlone, the high 
sherifi^ and) after his example, the soldiers and 
rabble^ gave them abusive language; and their 
lives might have been endangered, bad not a lieu- 
tenant of the Irish army approached William Ed- 
mundson, and, recognia^g him, declared aloud 
his knowledge of him, and of his worth, and thus 
qtdeted the tumult. They were then brought to 
the Irish colonel, before whom this respectable 
man appeared, wrapped in his blanket. Though 
the colonel was personally acquainted with him^ 
he did not, in these circumstances, know him ; l|ut 
when he answered to bis queries, " I am old Wil- 
liam Edmundson/' he rose, and, with tears in his 
eyes, expressed his sorrow to see him in that con- 
dition. The lieutenant who brought him, pre- 
ferred accusations against him, which he soon re- 
ftited. The colonel was. displeased, and roughly 
asked the lieutenant what be brought the prisoners 
there for. He leplied, to save them from the 
raparees, who were about to put them to death. 
This appearing to be a fraudulent excuse, the 
colonel, who was governor of the garrison, was in- 
dignant at the sufferings of those innocent men, 
committed them to the care of one of his captains, 
and sent them food and money. But they could 
not procure straw to lie upon, and thus had to 
repose upon the bare, cold floor, deprived of their 
clothing, which a£Ebrded but little refreshment; 
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especially to the father^ whose strength was much 
spent. Thus his friend John CUbbon, from Moot 
Grenoge^ found him, when he came to visit him; 
and, pierced with sorrow at the sight of his de- 
plorable situation, he wrung his hands, upbraiding 
those who had made a prisoner of as honest a 
man as trod the earth. William, wearied in body, 
depr^sed in mind, and exposed to the company 
of the profligate, desired rather tD die quietly in 
a dungeon, than remain among them. Most of 
the officers knew him, and often entered into con* 
v^rsation with him; and on his enquiring what he 
had done, why kept a prisoner under such dis- 
tressing circumstances, and why not brought to a 
trial? one of them answered, that they had nothing 
agwist him, for any thing he had done, and he 
beUeved him to be a very honest man; but they 
understood that he was a man of abilities, and 
capable of doing them an injury, for which reason 
they detained him. To this William repUed, 
complaining of the injustice which punished a man 
for what he was capable of doing, not for what 
he had done* 

At his request, John Clibbom desired the- go- 
vernor to permit his trial to come on, or to remove 
him to the dungeon. The governor refiised to 
- send WiUiam Edmundson to the dungeon, saying, 
he could not find it in his heart to do so. He 
was afraid to act as his incUnation dictated, lest 
he should incur blame from the violent party; but 
was evidently kindly-disposed towards him, and 



dbyGoogk 



4j3 WibLIAM EDMUMJ^SOIf. 

c<»ieenied for his safierings ; and «iMisenting to fais 
accompanying his friend John CUbborn tfo his 
house, committed hmi to his keepings but he was 
still a prisoner. One of his spiis> who was his 
f(dIow-pri8oner, owned a tati*-yard, wdl stocked. 
His mother went to brkig away t^ slock^ with 
the assktance of her neighbours. While thms 
empbyed, the rapari^s came upon them, oMigcd 
them to leave the property^ and fly for their lives. 
All escaped, except W^^am Edmundson's wife, 
whom they stripped of her clothes ; and her hav- 
ing to proceed thus two miles, in the depth of a 
cold winter^ affected her hesdth so tttuchy that she 
survived it but seven laonths^ 

Throu^ the means of Colowel Bourk, of the 
Irish amy, WiUiam and his sons regained tk^fk 
i^rty. The anxiety for them ikad' been great, 
and many beside their own fionily rejoioed to dee 
tbnai again. They had lost their comfertaMe 
hosaej and shifted as well as^ they oodid,. along 
with many others, who, ferced from ihm habita- 
tions, encountered distresses, and many died from 
want. A garrison being placed at Ros^iallis, by 
die major-general of the Englldi army, {or the 
protection of the country, those who were con- 
nected with die banditti^ aaid harboured them, 
supposing dutt WUliam jBdmundson had encotl-r 
caged this setdeo^nt, laid snares for his hfe, from 
which his grei^ Preserver pro^eied him* 

When die roads parudtted hiaa to travel, i^ 
vent to visit his frimds in tte north, and there he 
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Mtw his propbeey fi^Ued, for Ihefe w«re many 
honesy and tufts of green gi^ass that had grown, 
from the carcasses of men. 

In 1691 he attended the yearly meeting held in 
London. He parted from Ims family with the ioc^ 
rowftil foreboduig that they should not all metC 
agun in this MPorld* The aeco; at of his wife's ift» 
ness reached him at York, and when he rtacliad 
home she was no more. She died some tisie be-, 
fore his arrival, in the fortieth year of their mar-- 
riage ; his compfmionfrom youth, and partaker in hia 
trials. He returned to his ruined dwelHng at Ro- 
MUiUis, aecompanied by his youngest son, the rcct 
of his children haviog left himi most of them beitig 
married. Hate he made repairs, and settled for 
the remainder of his Ufe; often, howerer, trarel- 
ling in the service of Hitt^ to whom he had de- 
voted his youth, and who did not desert his oU 
age, Imt enaUed him to labour many ways, some- 
times with government, respecting exactions on 
those, who for conscience sake could not conqJy 
with the demands made upon them for tithes ; and 
he was also deeply concerned, imiting with o^ier 
Friends to reprove, and endeavour to restrain, the 
propensities which led to a covetous spirit and the 
kve of show, in many members of his own society^ 
His account of a mee&ig at Casdedermot, wh^ce 
tilose sulijects were weightily introduced, is as fol- 
lows: ^'The Lord's power and presence nughtily 
Appeared with and lunongst us, to give us wisdom 
«nd «nd^catanding; also a dtse concecn came 



yGoogk 



^ WILLIAH EDMUHDSON* 

upon US to search nari:owly into iiiatteFS relating 16 
Friends, and in particular to keep out a covetous 
Spirit after the riches and great things of this 
world, from amongst our society, as knowing that 
it surfeits and corrupts the mind, and darkens the 
understanding where it prevails; and, through the 
Lord's mercy and goodness, there appeared a con- 
currence with the concern in most Friends. 
When the service of that meeting was over, we 
parted, in much satisfaction and comfort of 
spirit," 

In 1697, William Edmundson entered again into 
the married state, and obtained, in his union with 
Mary Strangman^ widow of Joshua Strangman^ a 
helpmeet, who comforted his declining years. In 
his latter journeys, George Rooke was* frequently 
his companion. At Eyre-court, in Connaught^ 
where they held a meeting in a barn, they were 
forcibly taken out, and William put into the stocks. 
To behold a man of his years treated with such 
ignominy on such an account, excited compassion 
and grief in the spectators, some of whom wept; 
aad while they, with his friends, stood around him, 
Creorge Rooke spoke a few words in exhortation^ 
for which he was also put in ; and Jacob Fuller^ for 
the same cause, sufiered the same punishment. 
After sitting there some time, the constable opened 
the stocks, and bade William Edmundson take 
out his leg. He. told him he did not put it in; so 
the constaUe held the stocks open, and took his 
lag out His companbns were liberated^ and his 
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mouth was opened in powerfiil testimoiiy amongsl 
the people* 

At Abbeyboyle he pveached^ and Geoi^ 
Rooke prayed, in the street ^ and though distnr-. 
bance was encousagedi the people in general 
heard them with attention. At Sligo the magia* 
trates were very kind, and one of them sate in the 
first meetings to prevent disturbance. They had 
meetiDgs at several places where FrieiMls did not 
reside, and returned to their respective homes in 
peace. 

In 1701, William Edmundson paid a religious 
visit to many places in the north of England, and 
in 1702 attaided the yearly meeting at London; 
being one of those appointed to solicit parliament 
for an amendment in the Affirmation Act, which 
might make it easy to Friends. Next year he re- 
sumed his Christian labours, and travelled, besidea 
crossing the seas, six hundred miles. In 1704 he 
was afflicted with sickness, of which, take his own 
account. 

'^Leinster province quarterly meeting being 
near, at M ountmeUick, I got to it, though under af* 
fliction of body, and the Lord enabled me to 
answer what service he required of me. The 
meeting held part of three days, in worship and 
discipline, in both which, through the Lord's as^ 
sistance, by his divine spirit and power, I bore a 
iaithful testimony for the Lord and his blessed 
truth; so that if it were the last time the Lord 
would give me to appear m public testimony, I 
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feond aqrself clear. After the meeting I returned 
home ; but my illness increased, so that my whole 
body was under great afflietion, even nigh unto 
death: no place could gire me ease. Many friends 
-and elders came <lwly to see me, some from frtr^ in 
wkose visits I was oomforted; and by thdr ferrent 
prayers, through the tender mercy of God, Ac 
violence of the raging distemper somewhat abated^ 
and was brought witlm compass of my weale 
ahiMes to bear. Also Thomas Pearce from 
Limerick carefully applied things for my ease, in 
^is ^me of extremity, as heretofore he had done 
upon the Vike occasions ; having accompanied me in 
^avel in the Lord's service, both in this nation and 
in England. 

** Now, in the 8th month, in the year 1704, and 
the 77th year of my age, being under much afflic^ 
lion and weakness of body, Z was resigned to the 
blessed wiH of the Lord ; yet, were it his time, 
would gladly have been dissolved, and at ease, 
where the weary are at rest, and the wicked cease 
from troubling. For I was not afraid t)f death or 
ihe grave, but could say, through the tender mer- 
tsieSofGod, * Death, where is thy stmg? Grave, 
where is thy victory?* Through steadfast faith 
and hope in my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
wfco suffered for me, and whom death or the 
grave could not hold, but rose again, and appears 
before the Father for me, as advocate, mediator, 
and interceder; who in my youthful days was 
pleased to visit me with the appearance of bis holy 
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spirit, to turn me firom the evil of my ways, msli- 
ing me sensible af his judgments and metdes^ 
calHng UK by his grace to a reformation, and also 
put xne into hi« service of the ministration of tho^ 
irovd of life, and doctrine of his kfaigdom; endows 
ing me irilii a talent of his holy spirit of undef-^ 
standing, in doctrine and &ci{^e, for the benefit' 
of his dkurob, in which I haye laboured for iibe 
sfstoe of afao^% Mty yeanst, aocc^rding to my strength 
and abiUty, dnrough many troubles, deep ^cevcisev, 
ami perils of dirrers kinds, met with by sea and 
land, -vriuch fell to my lot in my line of the Lord's^ 
aerrioe ; both in the wilderness, by robbers, and' 
Ubod*thirsty murderett, by open opposers and 
> ^lemies to truth, and, worst of aU, by fiJae bye* 
Ifluren under the same profession: these thmgs, 
^admany other great exercises and straits, th« 
Itfrd-s arm and gradous Providence have stiB 
pteaerved me 4hiough, and supported me ov^r, hi 
die iaidi Qxa^ gives victory,- having blessed hk 
work, and giv«n the te^mony of his truth domi* 
aba to this present time.*' 

Restoared to health, notwithstanding the weak* 
ness of age, this ^dedicated servant of a gmci<^Mr 
Master coa»tinued l^aervioes, in varioiM w^s^s, tat 
the good of his brethren, tea^vdUmg in one journey 
three hundred miles. In 1711, after baring at^ 
tnded i^verai meeticigs, he says : ^^ Now, fin^g 
nqiEself unable to endmre long journeys, I was qon* 
laoMt toxei^in the win of God, who had l^igthened 
m^ time to old age^ and done gveat tlmogs i(xt m»i 
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to whose great and worthy name be praise, E^^9 
and honour, for ever and eveimcne.'* 

Yet, after this, recoyering a htHe strength, we 
find hun agam travelling; and though attacked 
with severe illness at an inn, in which his kind 
medical friends, Thomas Pearce and Richard Guy, 
attended him, he was able, after two days* rest, to 
proceed, and complete a journey of two hundred 
miles. The narrative of his hfe, written by him- 
self, closes thus: '^Oiu: next national meeting 
being in Dublin, as usual, beginning the 8th day 
of the 3d month, 1712, I found some drawings 
upon my spirit to be there ; and in the faith of the 
L(Mrd Jesus Christ I went to that meeting, where 
there was a great appearance of Friends, and the 
service of truth carried on in great peace, and 
concord. The Lord's blessed power enaUed me 
to perform my part of the service committed to me 
in that meeting, both in doctrine and discipline, to 
his prsdse and my comfort. Here I took my leave 
of Friends, never expecting to see their faces any 
more in that place. 'When the ^service of tiiat 
great meeting was over, which held about three 
days, in the worship of God and church discipline, 
I went to my own house, and -found my body could 
not endure to travel, being now near eighty-five 
years old." 

After his return home, WiOiam Edmundson 
employed himself in -the regulation of his papers, 
and perusal of his journal, and had Just finished, 
and put them in <Nr4er, a few hpturs before he took 
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te liis bed. The day befcnre, he had attended a 
burial near his own house, where he was concerned 
to admonish against pride, and to advise to prepa- 
lataon for death. Thus was he eiigaged in good 
works to the last^^uid on his death-bed frequently 
manifested his zeal for order in the church ; not 
sparing counsel or reproof to those who had not 
been subject -to its wholesome rules, when they 
came to visit him* He expressed his desire to be 
relieved from mortality, sayings ^^ I am now clear 
of the world and the things of it. I lie here/* he 
said, ^^ under pain, and would fain be removed; 
but I am like one that pursues death, and it flees 
from me : although I see not wherefore my time 
should be pr<donged, my natural parts being de- 
cayed; neither see I any thing I have left undone 
which the Lord required of me when I had 
strength and ability, or that the Lord chargeth me 
with any neglect or transgression." After about 
four months' bodily sufferings, he departed this life 
in sweet peace with the Lord, in luiity with his 
brethren, and good will to all men, the Slst day of 
the 6th month, 171S, (O. S.) aged eighty-five. 

Many testimonies are published concerning this 
&mnent man, whose services in a religious and 
civil capacity were unwearied. The follovringis 
an extract from the testimony of his widow con- 
<»ming him. " All the time of our being together, 
about ftmrteen years, I may say he showed forth a 
godly life and exemplary conversation; being cou-. 
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pled with the fear of Gbcl, iand bounded thetdbf 
in his eating, drhiAcing, or whateioeV^ he irai^ €^in-< 
ployed in; careftrit in all things wlierewith diei 
Lord, whom he served, faroured hun ; ready and; 
\^illing to receive and entertain honedt-hearted 
Friends, whdse company was delightsome to him%. 
He was a tender husband to me, and gate very 
tender and wholesome advice to my sons. He 
was an emkient and serviceable instrument in the 
Lord's hand, ih the churches of Christ, both in 
doctrine and discipline ; not only at home in thiB 
nation, but abroad in other eountries and islands, 
to which he was firfeely and faitiifdlfy given np: in 
all which I have good ground to beUev6 he wiU9 
hot chargeable to the churches, but often admlms^ 
tered to others' necessities.*' ^ 

John Stoddart, in the preface to WiDiam Ed- 
mundson's Journal, expresses himself thus: "He 
was temperate in eating and drinking; deceit and 
plain in apparel; in discourse weighty, being 
mostly concerning the things of God, tending to 
instruction and edification; his countenance and 
deportment manly and grave, expressing a noble 
and religious disposition of mind; a loving hus- 
band, a careful and tender father, a firm friend 
and kind neighbour, given to hospitality." And 
George Rooke, to whom he was well known, tes- 
tifies of him: ** He Was an excellent pattern to us 
all, in that he spared not himself^ while his al^i^ 
ties were continued to him, but even to old age did 
perform service and travels beyond the ordinary 
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€0urise of nature ; in which he woidd often say, the 
Lord was his song and his strength, who had car- 
ried him trough many and various exercises and 
perils, of dirers sorts; but the greatest (xials he 
met with were false brethren, who exposed ihe 
good order of truth, which the Lord has esta- 
blished amongst us; whose oppositions, both pri- 
vate and more public, he, like a rock, immovably 
withstood; and as a fixed star in the firmament of 
Ood's power, did remain hdUing his integrity to 
the last." 

A new edition of his Joumi^ was printed in 
Dublin, 1820. 



ANNE WRIGHT. 

'^HE account of this dedicated woman will be best 
delated in the words of her husband, who did not 
make religious precession with Friends. He could 
and did appreciate her worth ; and if the quaint 
phraseology, minute details, and unadorned sim- 
plicity of his style, may not gratify the delicate ear, 
the senthnents of a sincere heart may interest the 
feeling mind. 
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"A brief and true relation of Jnne, the wife of 
William Wright, of CasUedermot, in the county 
ofKHdare in Ireland^ who deceased the Ut day 
of December, 1670. 

" I, William Wright, of Castledermot aforesaid, 
being well known in the counties of Kildare, 
Catherlough*, Wicklow,and city of Dublin, &c. do 
hereby truly and faithfully certify and testify these 
things following, concerning my dear wife, Anne 
Wright. 

"It is very well known to many yet liying, as 
well as myself, that from her childhood she was 
very zealous for God, and a constant frequenter of 
the most reformed way of Christianity, as may be 
plentifully witnessed in and about Kendal in West- 
morland; also in Great Yarmouth in Norfolk, and 
DubUn in Ireland ; and, last of all, at Castleder- 
mot aforesaid, where she lived her last thirteen 
years and more. But at Dublin, before she came 
from thence a year or two, she heard some of those 
people called Quakers, and was mightily taken with 
them; but, by the persuasion of Dr. Winter, then 
provost of the College of Dublin, and other friends, 
to whom she was recommended by William 
Bridge, pastor of the church of Yarmouth; and 
so, being received into fellowship with them, the 
^aid doctor sent for her to the college, from our 

* Now spelkd Carlow. 
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house at Cock-hill, in Dublin; and I being ai 
home, went with her to the Doctor, who, walking 
into the college-garden with us, directed his speech 
to her, and told her, *He heard that she had 
stepped out of God's way, and had gone to hear 
those deluded witches and sorcerers, the Quakers;' 
to which we answered and said : * We hoped they 
were na such piersons, but truly feared God,' or to 
that purpose^ He saeid again :' As I am a pro- 
phet of the Lord, they are witches, sorcerers, de- 
luders, and deluded; and I charge you,' speaking 
to her, 'never to hear them any more, and I must 
have you to pronnse me so to do ;' at which I 
said: 'Sir,, she shall not promise you that/ 
'"Why so?' sfddhe. ' Because,' saidi, ' I know her 
spirit better than you do: she is of a timorous and 
melancholy spirit; and if she should promise such 
a thing, and afterwards repent of it, or break it, I 
should never have peace with her; therefore, she 
shall come under no such promise; but it's very 
like she shall forbear till it further appear whethei 
they be such people or no, as you say they are. 
So he laid his charge upon her not to hear them 
any more, and so left off. After which time she 
did forbear to hear them about twelve years, but 
would read their books, and was much taken with 
their humility of spirit, and great patience in their 
great sufferings; and about the beginning of June 
1669, 1 hearing divers of the people called Qua- 
kers at Dublin, (they being newly come out of 
England,) and finding such powerful words, and 
living praises amongst them, was very desirous that 
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my d^ar wife should hear them also^ who I did 
belieye would well approve of them ; and besides «B 
that, I desired to have her approbation of them» 

^^ So^ on Robert Lodge^ and one William Addar 
son^ coming to New Garden^ about three nules 
from Castledermot, where the said people had, 
and yet have, a meeting-place, and I hearing of 
them there, some neighbours desired I W4>uld let 
them have a meeting at my house, I having a large 
haxn: to which I readily consented. And so^ 
upon the Iddi of June, 1369, there was a meeting; 
and the said Robert Lodge did speak, pray, and 
praise the Lord, with such wonderful and power- 
fill words of trudi and Uving praise, as I never 
heard from the mouth of any man before, ex- 
cept one Thomas Loe, another of tiiem. And 
he so continued, forcing tears pl«itifiifly from 
many, for above five hours, without • any iur 
^ermteion, tautology, or vaso repetition of words 
whatsoever; and though there were some &at 
watched to catch at his words, yet they fimnd 
wme, as themselves have confessed. 

" And this Robert Lodge was the first ot the 
Quakers so called, that she had heard since the 
jcharge laid upon her by Dr, Winter, except by 
way of discourse, wherein »be opposed ncme,. at 
whose admirable parts, gifts, and grace, she was 
very much astonished. Bu* before he began to 
spedk, she had thought to have locked herself up 
in a room ; but those thoughts prevaSed not, for 
which thoughts, after she had heard htm, siie wa« 
much con&unded in herself, and cast down; yet 
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ibfi coBJwmSi in m exei^eR^ ^e^ buiol^Ie posjtuce^ 
swA ki a moderate way^ for aboui; two or three 
months after. But, upon consideration, that when 
in praise and prayers to the great God of heaven 
(and earth, we speak . to him as a single peri^n, 
ikee and thou, and yet to a mortd man, whether 
king, prince, lord, knight, o^ other superiors, we 
spea^ to him in the plural number you, as a word 
move honourable thm the other. Jest we should 
disi^ase him or them as men; and to speak thee 
and ihpu to our inferiors a/s we did to God, was a 
.great sin, no doubt, she thought. To which I 
an^w^ered her: ' b must needs be so, if so be that 
we should speak to God as we do to our inferiors. 
But when we speak to God, we come in another 
manner of way and style ; as, thou, O Lord God 
jof Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; and unto thee, O 
Xord, belongeth praise ; and against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, &e.: the same that was given 
him of all his saints. Here it is looked upon as a 
fer higher title and style, being given to God, 
without any dissimulation, more than-either t/e or 
yow is to any single person>.though a prince.' And 
;lo this purpose I argued with her. But this was 
no satts&ctioA to her, but from that time she used 
ihe wigle word to single persons, which, without 
doubt, is most proper in all languages, and, for 
ought I know, is least used in our English tongue; 
hxA to say positively thlt it is a sin for an English- 
man to use his own oative country speech, I can- 
not find it out; yet I wish none to be offended at 
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it; no more than king Charies is, who receives it 
often without taking offence at it, as far as ever I 
heard. 

^Well, towards Aprfl, 1670, she had a strong 
motion or command from God, as she said, to go 
to Dublin, into some cathedral there, in sackcloth 
and ashes; but she was in some trouble of mind 
how to reveal it to me, and to get my consent; and 
I heard of it by another, before she spoke to -me 
herself ; but at last she spoke of it to me, and told 
me I must be content to give her up to the work of 
the Lord freely. I told her she was my wife till 
death, and till then I was not willing to part with 
her; and I desired her to leave off heeding of such 
fancies, as I supposed that was: but she was rest- 
less to get me to yield and give way ; but I gave 
her none at all at that time, though she begged 
hard with many tears, which made me weep also, 
insomuch that when she came to take her leave of 
me, I would not suffer her to kiss me, but put her 
from me, nor give her a penny of mcmey, nor was 
I willing to lend her a horse; but when I saw she 
could not be stopped without force, but was re* 
solved to go on foot, crying out. She could not, 
nor must not dbobey the Lord God, I gave way 
to the man that rode before her, that she might, if 
she would, take an old horse she used to ride on. 
So on the 1st of April, 1670, she went to Dublin; 
and talking with some of her friends about it, and 
telling the manner of her parting with me, they 
persuaded her to return again, doubting the reality 
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of her call, and advising her to the contrary, as it 
was told me, or at least to wait, and be sure to 
have a true call. So she came home again, about 
four days after she went, without doing any 
thing. 

" But, within ten days after, she must needs go 
again, being more and more troubled, that she had 
not done her first-intended work; whereupon I, 
perceiving her trouble, and how she laboured 
daily to please me in every thing, hoping thereby 
to gain my consent and wiUingness to her new-in- 
tended journey, having had so bad success without 
my consent; and I seeing her so restless in her 
mind till it was done, though she endeavoured to 
hide her troubles from me, as much as she could; 
so I, seeing there was no way but one for her to 
have peace of conscience, and me to be of .peace 
outwardly, I was forced to let her go, which was 
no small joy to her. So she went, and on the 17th 
of April she went to Patrick's cathedral in Dub- 
lin, in time of their singing and common prayer, in 
black sackcloth of hair, and ashes upon her head, 
and there stood till all was ended, and then told 
them, That was not the worship that God delighted 
in. But no man Hfted a hand against her, but 
bade her depart in peace, which she^did; and 
some said she was a mad woman, and some one 
thing and some another; but, within two or three 
days after, she came home rejoicing, and was^ 
merry and pleasant with me, and very loving. 
i>3 
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''But she had not been long at bonie^ till she was 
strongly moved or commanded to go tlirough the 
streets of the city of Cork, in like manner^ but 
knew not how to reveal it to me, ax|d not displease 
me; but, if possible, to get my consent or pennis- 
sion. So I heard of it from another, some weeks^ 
before she told me; for which I was^ not well 
pleased with her, that she should not reveal it to 
me first. But she said she knew not how I would 
take it, and therefore did hide it from me as long 
as she could; but the appointed time being nigh, 
she desired I would let her have twenty shillings, 
apd give my consent to her journey, and she 
would not be long absent, nor trouble me for a 
horse, for she had a friend would lend her one. 
So, seeing her in that restless condition, and not 
knowing but that it might be of God, I gave con- 
sent, but seemingly to be more unwilling than 
really I was, giving her the money ; saying, if I 
were sure that it was of God, and his call to his 
work, I should be glad, and as willing as she, or 
to that purpose. Whereupon she, with no small 
joy, said: "My dear love, fear not; thou shalt see 
me return in safety and peace, when I have done 
what the Lord requires of me.* 

" So, upon the 1st of June, 1670, she took her 
journey with Thomas Moore, who rode before her 
on his own horse to Cork, and she went through 
that city in sackcloth and ashes ; and afterwards 
went to the mayor of Cork, to reprove him, as I 
suppose, for his cruelty and bitterness in the per- 
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her i¥hipt through the city as a vagabond and an 
idle p^son ; and was sending her away to the jail 
^hy an officer, had not one John Hammond stept 
into the mayor, and desired him not to do it, for 
she was no such woman, but the very contrary; 
and that he knew her husband to be an honest and 
sufficient man. So the mayor asked her if she 
had her husband'^ consent. She said her husband 
did cottdescend, kciew of her coming, and gave her 
money. He asked her i£ her husband would cer- 
tify diat under hfe hand, attested by two or three 
justices of the peace of the county of Kjldare? 
To all which he required the aaid John Hammond 
to be bound; who was immediately bound in an 
hundred pound bond or recognizance, to make it 
appear within a certain short time^ I think less than 
avftoiii^h: whl^h certificate I sent, attested under 
two justices* hatids and my own, with my letter to 
the jnayor, reciting all her foraier life, &c. 

^' After she was conje home, which was the 16th 
of Jiuie aforesaid, being the sixteenth day after 
she went, being very hearty and jdeasant, and at 
rest in her mind, having done what was required 
of her, ^e staid at home the rest of June and 
July; but» jsoon in August, a friend of mine told 
^e th^ he feared ^e was not yet satisfied^ but 
doubted she would have a call for Englani^^ which 
put me Jnixi an adnuration, suod some trouble was 
upon my sj^rit and in my mind^ to add to my other 
woddly <xauhle&: but when idie could hide it no 
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longer, but that the time grew nigh that she must 
needs go through London, as she had done in 
Cork, and therefore desired me to give her up 
wholly to the Lord, and to his work, as she had , 
often done before, for she had a great work to do. 
" But I gave her Uttle hopes of my condescend- 
ing to her request, telling her I was not bound by 
any law of God or man to give her up, or part 
with her, upon any such conceits or strong fancy 
as she was daily conceiving in her melancholy 
mind; yet, though I thus said, I had a secret con- 
mderation in my mind, that perhaps it might be the 
work of God. But I would not show my mind to 
her, but rather seemed to oppose ; arguing the 
case with her, how she could make it out to be 
lawful, by any law of God or man, for a wife to 
leave her husband and family, against his will and 
without his consent. But she said she hoped 
to have my consent ; and, indeed, she laboured 
daily for it, telling me she brought me a good es- 
tate, and she had been no chargeable wife to me; 
she had spared many a pound which other wives 
had spent of their husband's in such things as she 
never delighted in: but if I would but now let her 
go to do this work God had commanded her, she 
would be willing to do any thing for me all her 
days, that woidd.not oflfend God; and be sure, 
said she, ' that God wiU bless thee the better for 
it.' But the next morning, after 1 was up, I heard 
her cry very loud, and running in to see what was 
the matter, she was wringing her hands^ sitting 



dbyGoogk 



ANNE WRIGHT. 6fc 

upon the bed, and crying with a loud voice, say- 
ing: *Oh! that I may never disobey my God^ 
whatever becomes of me! Oh! that I may be 
faithful to the Lord my God^ all my days. Oh! I* 
had better never to have been born, than I 
should disobey the Lord.' And thus she lament^ 
ed, as if her poor heart would break. Whereupon. 
I persuaded her to hold her peace, and be con* 
tented, and she should have her heart's desire; for 
if the Lord had commanded her to do his work, 
he would find out a way to bring it to pass, and 
make her way plain before her, or to this effect. 

" So she was contented, and I was glad I had pa^ 
cified her ; and from that hour I was resolved not 
to hinder her, and when the time drew near, I 
asked her how she did intend to go or travel? 
had she any store of money? She said she hoped 
I would give her some. I told her she was not ig- 
norant of my great affairs, and occasions I had 
daily for money; but, said I, *How much do you 
expect from me V She said, forty shillings. * Alas !^ 
said I, * what will that do for you, or how long wiU 
that last?' She said, God would provide for her. 
I said she had taken near twenty shillings from me 
lately. Where was that? She said she had it, 
but hoped I would give her more to it; where- 
upon I gave her four pounds more to it, half, in 
gold; the rest in English money, which I had pro- 
vided for her, though I seemed to be against her 
journey. I told her I hoped it would serve her to 
London at least, and then what she had need of 
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the m^Bt take up of some Soi^nd, and I would an* 
awer hex bi^; which was pot five pounds more in 
1^ her whole journey^ ^and she bought a BiiUe^ a 
Testament, and ^yers good books and other 
flings. But) before her appointed time of going, 
I had an occasion to go from home, mid I ordered 
a man and horse to go to the ship, which was at 
Passage, near Waterford; and because she had 
often begged of me to give her who% up to the 
Lord, I did resolve to do what I did in writing; 
to which there should neither be adding nor di* 
miiushing, but that I might know. And therefore 
I had prepared a little book to give her, just at my 
parting with her, which showed her how far I gave 
her up unto the Lord, and leave to go, my prayers 
to Ood to prosper her in his own way imd work, 
and for her safe return to her habitation. All 
which I hmnbly and heartily, in faith and zeal, 
did beg of the Lord for her, before she went, and 
afterward, tHl she returned; which said words^ 
yea, every line in the said little book, was as ex- 
actly performed, fulfilled, granted, and brought to 
pass, by Him of whom they were desired, without 
doubt, as ever any thing was done; which said 
Kttle book she had along with her, and brought it 
safe again; whose words here follow verbatim* 
" On the back of the book was written: 
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^ * For Anne Wright, these to read and consider 
thrice aver ai least, or once every week. 

" * Anne Wright, my dear wife, m order to tli|r 
intended journey and voyage, I write diesc things 
lor thee to look upon and paruse. Thou art mj 
wife till death us do part; and by God's great 
mercy and goodness, we bare enjoyed eadi other 
this twenty-six years imd more, in prosperity and 
adversity. The Lo^ our God has deUvered us 
out of many and great tribulations and afflictiotts: 
praises to his holy name, for afl his mercies and 
goodness towards us. Thou hast, of late, often 
hegged of me to give thee up to the work of the 
Lord, whose wojtk thou sayest thou art going 
about now, and intends to take thy journey to*- 
wards Waterfcwcd, to-morrow, being Ae 2£d day 
of this August, 1670, and from thence to London, 
there to do the Lord's wodc; and I see there is 
no staying of thee, thy haste and violence are such*. 
WeH, this I say unto thee, upon condition that it 
be wholly the work of the Lord God of heaven and 
earth, the God of the spirits of all flesh, the living 
God of the living saints, I do let thee freely go 
to do his work he hath appointed thee to do, 
a<xording to His will and good pleasure. 

" * But lo the work of any other do I not give 
thee up; no, not for a minute of time ; but to his 
work and service cmly, who gave thee unto me, 
^ven the God of eternal glory. Do thou h»» 
will and work; and what he has lor thee to do. 
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do it with all thy mighty and the Lord prosper 
fliee in it, and deliver thee from all thine (and 
His) enemies, both of soul and body, and keep 
Aee in his true fear, and in obedience to his will, 
and bring thee safe back again to this place, for^ 
his name and mercy's sake; that when his ap« 
pearance to thee is made plain to me and tq us 
both, we may, with one accord, praise his holy^ 
name, for all his goodness to us. 

" * And this I further say and advise, if it may be 
received, and not slighted or despised : do nothing 
in those extraordinary ways or things, but what 
thou hast a clear call from God for, otherwise 
thou shalt not prosper ; for my poor (and by some 
despised) prayers shall be to prosper and preserve 
thee in the Lord's own work, and not in any evil 
or sinister way. Therefore, as thou prosper in 
the Lord's work, so shall I and others believe that 
he s6nt thee. Well, when the said work is done, 
remember thy family, who will long to know what 
is become of thee ; and know that thou hast some 
work there, which thou oughtest to look after; 
which all. people, both saints and sinners, know 
to be thy lawful work, and thy duty. 
, " * But thou hast always laid the burden of the 
world wholly upon my back, and thou art not 
satisfied that I see not as thou seest in every 
thing; but this I say unto thee, if thou hast that 
white stone, wherein is the new name written, that 
none knows but he or they that receive it, thou 
canst not impart it to another^ Make good use 
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of it thyself, and know that it was given thee, and 
he that gave it thee can atso give it to whomso- 
ever he pleases; for he will have mercy on whom 
he wiU have mercy, and, blessed be his holy 
name! he has had mercy on me abundantly, and 
I bless and praise his holy name.; I can beUeve, 
and do believe for more mercy, without any 
doubting. Praises, praises to his^ eternal, holy 
name, for ever and ever! 

" * Let me hear from thee as often as thou canst, 
how it is with thee, whether it be good or bad ; 
for it will be more satisfaction to me to know the 
truth, though bad, than to be in fear of worse. 

** * Thou mayst write to Samuel Claridge, near 
Nicholas Gate, in Dublin, to be sent to me. Let 
not thy letters be over large? but short, true, and 
pithy: and so the true, powerful, living, and eter- 
nal mighty Jehovah, even the God and father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the son and 
spirit is one, in love, in unity, in power, and iA 
glory eternal, keep thee in the perfect way of his 
truth, from all delusion of Satan, and from every 
false way, now and at all times, by sea and by 
land, by day and by night, in body and in soul, 
for evermore. Amen! saith he that can but love 
thee and pray for thee, thy old friend and hus»- 
band, 

'* * WiLLUM Wright^. 

" * Castledermot, in the county of Odare,. 
in Ireland^ gist of August, 1670^ 
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** ' P»S, My dear,I d» furjiiteir adnee and entreat 
.A^» that thou go not to see any old Hcqwixkisnee, 
or kkidred^ till thou hast done tiliy work thou goest 
about, as aforesaid, exoept thou shouldst be stopt 
and imprisoned : then use thy liberty of sentiiBg, 
Qr not sending to diem. And if thou shouldst 
see Thomas Hatton, my cousin John WSson, or 
my sister wd her husband, r^nember my kind 
love to them all, or as many bb you see of tibmi; 
but step not out of thy way for me, or on my ac- 
<xHint, except I desire it of thee. Thomas Moore, 
I h<qpe, wiH Btot leave thee, except thou be in re- 
straint, and not he; and if so, he will not leave 
thee suddenly. God keep you both in his love 
and true fear, saith and prayeth he uriio always 
iwianes tiiy eternal good. 

^ This little book she carried along with h^, and 
brought it safe back again. She was not a littie 
glad when she first read the aforesaid lines; for 
€he had her heart's desire when she got me to 
condescend. Bat it seems, she did not go mitil 
Ihe ^Gth day of August: that wa$ four days 
after; for her friends, or the church, being met 
together, would not suffer her to go without the 
company of a woman. So Mary, the wife of 
Mi^or Bennet, being strongly moved to go along 
with her, but did not reveal it till very near the 
time. Much mi^ be said of Mrs. Bennetts mov- 
ings and c^alls to ga with her, which I cannot here 
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conveniently mention* So she went with her the 
whole journey, and Thcmias Moore along with 
them, by a general consent. 

" Extract from her letter Jrom Lofidon, 96^ of 
Sept ember y 1670. 

" * My God, my rock, my strength, who hath 
done all for me since I knew him, who is invinci* 
Ue« which Qone eomes to know aright, bat a&^ 
^ey turn in to tibe witness of God in themselves: 
he, I say, whose power is oi^er all the powers of 
darkness, hath preserred thy dear wife. The 
Lord alone doth dil, by his mighty power. I went 
^om Aldgalie to liudgate, whidi is the chief stfeet 
' of the city, 9ec(»dk^ to the blessed ccnmoand and 
Appointment of the great Giod of heaven and empth, 
in sackcloth and ashes, the ^4>th day of the 7th 
month, inst. and Ae liord did give me' strength 
and boldness to speak the word of the Lord in 
the streets; wad none, old nor young, did me 
harm* I was anutzed I went so on, and so little 
disturbance when I spoke. They stood about 
me; and, when the words were ended, they part- 
ed and let me go. Here is cruelty: companies 
with swords, pikes, muskets, blunderbusses, hal- 
berts, driving Friends before them, as they stand 
an eit^r side the street, when the meeting-house- 
xUiors are shuts up. They weary themselves in 
wickedness. Troopers, at other places, fetclnng 
Friends to prison. Some they beat. My heart 
da ache to see how (me was abused. Dear Mary 
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Bennet and I were pulled and flung^ but no harm^ 
but it was more Uian in the service through thie 
city. * * ♦ 

" * Remember the question thou asked me 
when we last parted. O that it were accomplish- 
ed! keep silence.' 

" The question she speaks of, that I did ask 
her a little before we x>arted, was, Whether she 
had any call or command to go to the king, or 
speak or write any thing to him. 

"To which she answered: *Now, since thou 
asked me, I cannot at present tell. I have had 
some movings or motions in my heart, or to this 
purpose, but nothing absolute as yet; but I de- 
sire to wait upon the Lord in the thing.*^ To 
which I replied to her, and said: * If my word 
were to' be taken notice of, or worth regarding by 
thee, I would advise and charge thee, that thou 
meddle not in that case, or in any of the like 
nature, except thou hast a clear call from the 
Lord God for it.' Which, afterward, it appears 
clearly she had, before she left Ireland; for it was 
done with admiration, as appears by what fol- 
loweth. 

" The king being gone to Newmarket, and she 
staying a good while for his coming, (above a 
month,) it was revealed to her one morning, that 
she should speak with the king that day. And 
d^ made haste, and went to a friend's house near 
James's Park; and she was told that the kipg 
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would walk in die park about such an hour. 
Whereupon she set a Uttle maid to watch when 
the king went into the park. At the time ap- 
pointed^ the maid came^ and tokl her the king 
was in the park; and withal, showed her a private 
door, that went out of a house into the park^ 
through which 4oor she and the little maid went; 
she having on a gown of black hair-cloth, and 
ashes upon her head, but her riding-hood over 
it. So she steps toward the king, as he came 
near, and throwing off her riding-hood to the 
little maid, and in her doleful habit of sackcloth 
and ashes, she reaches a paper to the king, with 
these ensuing words written therein: 

** * Received Jrom the great and mighty God^ vn 
fear and tremblings in Ireland. 
^' ' O king, the King of kings, that formed thee 
in the womb, bath sent me unto thee with this 
message: This is the word of the Lord, that gave 
thee Ufe and breath, and brought thee forth into 
this world, and nourished thee in thy infancy, 
youth, and riper years, and preserved thee in 
many dangers, and gave thee thy Ufe for a prey, 
as it is this day; but thou hast forgotten my mer* 
des and deliverances, and hast not barkened unto 
my counsel, nor to my instruction, but takest coun- 
se\ with those who are the enemies of thy soul's 
peace, and my enemies; for they act contrary to 
jnywill, and the sore judgments that I brought 
aipon this city have not been rightly laid to heart; 
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but my peo]|[4e, that refrain theor feet from evllj' 
az^e made r a prey of ; therefore I am displease<i^ 
saith the Lord of hosts. 

*^ ^ Ahd^ since my winning into England^ many 
limes great hath been the weight and burden that 
hath been iipon my spirit, concemihg thee^ O 
king! O that thou mightst, with meekness and 
moderation, seriously read and consider thesef 
things, which are from the Lord. The days of 
man are short: all souls are immortal: prize time, 
kst the day of visitation pass dver. Oh, but what 
Blianner of lamentation may be taken up for thee^ 
O King Charles! How often hath the Lord sent 
his servants and messengers unto thee, who, in 
love and tenderness, have laid their sufferings be- 
fore thee; but they have not been regarded, nor 
their burdens removed. O that yet thou mightst 
be tender-hearted unto the Lord's innocent lambs, 
for they wo^uld not hurt a hair of thy head: but 
if they may not have liberty of their conscience, 
to meet together to serve the Lord, then will the 
cry of the innocent enter into the ears of the 
Lord of sabbaoth, and he will rise and plead theit 
cause, in his due time, who have no helper in the 
«arth but the Lord. 

***Anke Wright.' 

"These foregoing words, written by her own 
hand, she gave into the king'^s hand, the Sd day 
of the wedc, and 15th of the 8th mcmth, in 
James's Parkv The king took the p{q)er, and read 
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it, wcdking; his loids and attendants foQowmg 
after him. And wheti he had read it, he turnefL 
bade, and said: 'WImU; art thou> woman? ' a 
Quaker?' She answered mid said: 'O king, ia 
obedience to the great God of heaven and earthy 
and to cleaar my consciaice to thy immortal soid,. 
I am here before thee this day; that, lying down, 
and. rising up, thou mighlst seriously ecmsid^. 
I^at the days of man are but short, and that thine 
may be i^ort also.' So the king walked away,- 
and, she left him. 

" After which I find written as foUoweth: ' Oh, 
the kindness of the Lord, who can declare? Our 
God is worthy to be obeyed for erer. To him 
be all honour and glory, who hath been with me 
in this woi*k, that so I may return in peace! Oh^ 
how full of bowels of mercy, love, and compassion, 
is the Lord, to all those that trust in his name! 

***Anne Wright*' 

"Now, after all this ^eat work and service 
was done, her mind immediately began to think 
of me, and her children, and family, just accoird^ 
ing to the instructions I had given her; and ^she 
w»5 bid to make haste hoipe, that she might bcMOr 
the burden he had for her to bear; which bul*deh 
was death, though she understood it not ^led; 
but rather thoughtit had been some otbe^ haid 
service, or great trouble, that was to come upon 
her, or me, or the feo^y. But hers is past. The 
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Lord send t>urs well past, when his appmited 
time IS come to call us hence! 

^' But when my sister and other friends in Lon- 
douj did tell her it was a dangerous time to cross 
the sea^ and they were afraid of her, and the like, 
she said: ' Sister, be content; fear not. Thou 
shalt hear that we shall have a brave and peace- 
able passage/ And so they had ; for they came 
to Nesson, and staid but about two days for a 
wind, though many poor passengers had staid six 
or seven weeks, at least, for a wind. They were 
two nights at sea, and had no storm, but mild 
and temperate weather. So, upon the first day 
of the week, in the afternoon, being the 13th day 
of November, 1670, she came' to Samuel Claridge 
his house in Dublin, where she lodged that 
night; and in the morning she writes to me her 
last letter, which here followeth : 

" ' My dear and loving husband, my dear love 
to thee and our dear children and family. 
Through the infinite, unspeakable, loving kind- 
ness of the Lord, thy wife is here at Dublin. .O, 
my dear, it is beyond utterance what the Lord 
has done for me; and his love is greatly to be had 
in everlasting remembrance, that my dear friends 
^at went with me, and I, are come to Ireland so 
%ell: and, truly, my joy for them is more than for 
myself. I could have been contented that they 
liad been at their habitations, whatever had been 
concerning me* But the Lord's work is accom- 
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-fikbedf and I was not imprtsoned or hurt. We 
came en shore yesteniayy in the afternoon; being 
the first day of the week, and die ISA of 9tb 



** ^ Thy Joring wife^ whilst I remain, 

** * Anne Weight/ 

^^' Bat I must never expect any more from her.) 

''Sot by that time that this letter was at my 
lionse, near Gastledermot, I came from then^oonty 
of Wicklow to Dubfin, not thinking, m the least, 
to find her ^lere; because the wind seemed to be 
qmte contrm^, for about six weeks befoi^, at, 
feast; but stepping into Samuel Oaridge*s, to en- 
i}mre forborne letters, or news fit)m her, she was 
standing in the kitchen, and hearing my voice, 
^e turned, andtran, and got me in her arms, say- 
ing: ^ My dear, sweet love, art thou there?' At 
which sudden sui^rise I was much amazed. I 
^Uid with her ihere tSlA she went home; and on 
the seventh day of ^e week, and tlie 19th of 
November, she left Dubfoi, near ten in the fore*^ 
neon, b^ng a very cold day; having m her com- 
]>any Major Bennet and his wife, her leDow-tra- 
vdller, and my man, that rode before her. 

*' I, having urgent occasion in Dublin, whidi she 
knew of, could not<;onvemently go along with her« 
£k) I desured them to go no farther than Dunlavin 
Iftiat night; for it would be as far 2» they could 
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well go. But when they came there, being very cold 
and faint, she could scarce go into the house, or 
speak, having rode eighteen or nineteen miles 
without staying; but though she was so ba,d, she 
was loath to stay there all night, but staid till 
after the moon rose. So, about three hours within 
night, she and her man only, left Dunlavin, and 
came home at about one o'clock at night, very 
sick, having missed their way; and so went to her 
bed at her own house. But never wa&ed more 
alone, but grew worse and worse; inscnnuch, that 
my daughter Mary desired to send for me; but 
she would not let her, saying: * Thy father hath 
great business to do, and he will come as soon as he 
can; and if you should send, it woidd but trouble 
him, and obstruct his business, and I hope I shall 
be better.' 

"But when they perceived that she grew 
weaker and weaker, they sent a man for me« So 
I w^nt home the 30th of November, about six at 
night; and before I came in, they told me she was 
better that day than of a week before; but when 
I saw her, and found her countenance changed, 
and the appearance of death in her face, I coukl 
not forbear weeping, as soon as ever I lodced 
upon her. Whereat she said: * Weep not, my 
dear; do not cry; fear not, I shall be well agam.' 
go I staid by her some hours, till they that 
looked to her desired me to lea^^ her alone, that, 
perhaps, she might sleep a Uttle. So I, being 
very weary, went into the next room, and laid 



dbyGoogk 



ANNE WRIGHT. 75 

down ; but within a few hours adker^ diey called 
me, and said she was very ilL Yet she spoke 
to me, but not with ease ; and so she continued, 
growing weaker and weaker, haying her eyes 
greatly upon every one that came in or moved^ 
till the last hour. And so, without any trouble of 
mind, in the least, (being often asked, while she 
could speak,) she drew sweetly away; and be- 
. tween the hours of ten and eleven, in the fore« 
noon, the 1st of December, 1670, she quietly 
finished her course and her work in this life, and 
I hope is in eternal rest 

** And thus you have a true and fiuthftd rela- 
tion of Anne, the daughter of John Howgill, of 
London, who was my true, faithful, virtuous, and 
loyal wife, near twenty-seven years; who, from 
the time I have known her, I am sure she would 
not have told a lie, or made any manner of excuse, 
if it might have gained me a thousand pounds; or 
the least manner of an oath, or taking the name 
of the Lord in vain, or suffered her children to 
do it. Only once, about twenty-four -years ago, 
she spoke a word unadvisedly, by way of a w3sh 
to herself, in a little passion, which cost her many 
a tear ^ce. And although she had an estate m 
lands, better than eleven hundred pounds, yet she 
could never endure any proud clothes, or new 
fashions, in all her life ; nor any music, dancing, vain 
Hiirth, ringing of bells, or vain rejoicings. Always 
4saymg, it was no rejoicing-times when the church &l 
E 2 
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GrdS'Wftsfai sndk dislr^ss; InitalWa^ lo6keA(&ic 
mbre sadiioKes, aiod sore ju^meoite 0o tx)iiie5 from 
i^henceuhe ©feaped, I hope, ettmnHyv 

** She Vas iseaJoiis fbr t;he Lord from heif very 
ibfancy^ having read ihe Bible fear 'timee befell 
slieS^» ei^ yeabs of age, as I haveheiard b^ 
mdth^ oft^n say. Her gre&t deaiife ^ati ddligbd 
ffiafe, to endeavoui* ^he vmoh of aH that feained 
Grod, of what j»d^^»t soev^ they were, tuid ^ 
dta# towalrds 'the iii^ieet tratK, laid most dpiiitiial 
Iray. Na^", sh^ #oiild b^ ilpeahiiiig'preeiotid tfa'id^ 
to the most profane peraons,' oft-times*; in£loi 
m6cfa;«hit I have often sttd ^o her, that she did 
but' ba»t pear£» before i^in^^ for though tbe5^^ 
seemed to 'givib *^^nt heed to whclt she^sai^ 
yetthey^did butlsuigh at her when tbey Were 
gtmei She woidd >«isw^r, that their souk "were 
precioni^, and it might be they vi^uld take ndtiae 
of hcfr "words at soiietime'or Other. Andd^ealfy 
she had^a way of speaking to them that seemed 
todvifizethe W(*st6f men, tfeat- they would no$ 
speak against hn^r, or against any thing'she sakl. 

** When she "Wsls at hoftie, she spent most cff 
her <time in surgery, nbcmt which she would be Ihe 
nbst part of tbe^da^^ dreasbig woUnds and sores f^ 
inasmuch that I eouM saaaree have her ^comp^y 
at dinners, wh^ tfiere were maifyi as often there 
w^re; fer I hAve found sev^, eighlj, ten, ylsa; 
soraetiMes sevem^to putientsin^eho^se at eMe^- 
Jul a woifd, her ddi^t was -to do-all the g6od she: 
Gould^ and to bring aK others into the way of 
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truth ; but she hated evil in all, but more especially 
ia. h^self. Sbe y^si^ never y^ry^strpng, or aW? erf 
body; yet she has g^ije .,^^Ten or eight miles on 
foo(^ in fcost and snow, when horses could not 
Sftand, to hear a s^mon, when she was a maid; 
and now, since she was in this way, she has tra- 
velled more, and with more ease, willingness, and 
activity of body^ and more light and nimble, than 
Site has been for twenty years before. 

" Now, whosoever may come to read these lines, 
may judge, as they think fit, concerning her call 
to that great work, of going as a sign in that great 
city, and writing and speaking such words to the 
king, wherein is not die least flattery or plausi- 
ble word. And having finished the work she 
went about, the Lord finished her work also; and 
by these words he has comforted me: 'Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, that they 
may rest from their labours, and their works fol- 
low them.' And though I know, assuredly, that 
she expected not salvation for any works that ever 
she did ; yet this is my comfort, I know she had 
no bad works to follow her. She died at the age 
of forty-seven years, and about six weeks, as near 
X as I can account. 

" And she shall rise again; for her Redeemer 
liveth. 

« William Wright." 

*^ Bamhill, near Castledermot, 
16th December, 1670." 

(From MS.) 
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Extractfrom the Records of the National Meetings 
of Ireland. 
" Anne Wright, the wife of William Wright, of 
Barnhill, in the county of Kildare, was convinced 
of the blessed truth, at a meeting where was 
Robert Lodge. She was zealous for truth, and 
travelled in the service thereof, and left a good 
savour behind her. She died in the year 1670j^ 
and was buried in her own garden." 



SUSANNA MITCHELL. 

Of Susanna Mitchell, this character is given in 
*' Rutty's Rise and Progress of the People called 
Quakers." She was a zealous, faithful servant of 
the Lord for many years, till her decease; and 
often bore a public testimony to God's everlasting 
truth, before magistrates, priests, and people; for 
which she was often a sufferer in bonds, and re* 
joiced to be found worthy. She died in 1672* 
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Robert Sandham was bom near Petworth, Sus- 
sex, in England, in the year 1620. His ovm incli- 
nation coincided with the endeavours of his pious 
parents, for his increase in the knowledge of what 
was good, and the preservation of a tender con- 
science towards God and towards man. He join- 
ed himself in religious communion with the Bap- 
tists. 

In the year 1650, he came into Ireland, a 
'lieutenant in CromwelFs army, and was stationed 
at Youghall. Soon after his amval, that town 
partook of a calamity which visited other places— 
a pestilential and infectious disorder. It proved 
fatal to many of the inhabitants. Many of the 
soldiers, also, were seized with it; and Robert 
Sandham exerted himself to have proper atten- 
tion paid to, and necessaries provided for them ; 
going almost every morning to the post-house, 
(probably the term hospital would now be given 
to such an asylum,) to enquire after their state, 
and to have the dead removed. His services ex- 
tended to the inhabitants of the town; yet he 
escaped the contagion, to the danger of which his 
benevolence had exposed him. 

In Youghall he was quartered at the house of 
Francis and Dionisia Baker, and had opportunity 
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of becoming acquainted with their daughter 
Deborah, and of discovering the excellence of her 
character. She had^ Uke himself^ become dis- 
satisfied with the outward obdervances in which 
she h^d been strictly educated by honest, reliaious 
parents, of the Puritan profession, and loekeQ ftir 
something beyond what she had yet experienced. 
Robert Sandham sought this virtuous maiden in 
marriage, and obtainefd her in the year 1652. 
. In the year 1655, Elizabeth Fletcher, a minis- 
tering Friend from England, came to Youghall^ 
and preached in the streets there. Amohgst 
those who heard her, was Robert Sandham,^who 
was touched with her words; and when he went^ 
home, told his wife he was conrdieed that diot 
doctrine she preached was truth, and he iirteiided 
to have some Conversation with her at htr lodg- 
ings. His wife waifnedhimi against delusion, and 
begged he would cciiteild earnestly for. the fiuth, 
if he did go to converse with this stranger. He 
went, and, at his return, expr€lssed to his wife the 
•satisfaction the conference had afKnrded him ; 
Elizabeth Fletcher's answers to his enquiries 
beii^ given in mudi meekness and mddeMion. 

Till now, he* had resided* at Youghall; but a 
piece 6f land huvin^ been given hini, on his^bdng 
disbanded, (such' was the i^niiuheritioii foi^ the 
6ffi<iersin Cromwell's anay,) be removed' tfaithet. 
The land lay near Fermoy, and' was called Cur- 
roughmore, where he lived seven years. One of 
his neighbours was James Si(dckmorib,^wlia^hAd 
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Joined the society of Friends^ at whose house a 
neeting was held. Robert Sandham accepted 
his invitation to attend this meeting, and was 
thereby ftirther confirmed in his preference of 
this society, and jcnned himself to them* His 
wife did not unite with him in religious senti* 
ments, and fears and doubts of delusion and de- 
ceit troubled her mind. She had, before her 
manriage, joined the Baptists. They were de- 
sirous to retain her, and encouraged these fears 
and doubts, probably from a good motive, believ- 
ing their own to be the most acceptable mode of 
worship. Deborah Sandham, therefore, kept 
herself at a distance from Friends, and avoided 
conversing with them. Her love to her husband 
could not sway l^r in what respected a higher in- 
terest; yet, wilhng to try all things, and hold fast 
that which is good, she consented to accompany 
him to some meetings; and her heart was op^ied 
to receive what she believed was truth, receiving 
it in the love of it. Now, having chosen for her- 
self, and depended on the opinion of no fellow- 
mortal, she willingly conformed to the simplicity 
required in the narrow path into which her feet 
were turned. She became very singular in the 
plainness of her dress, never resuming any thing 
which she had once thought it right to lay aside. 

This was a day of persecution: Robert Sand- 
ham bore his part of the burden of the day. In 
1661, he was imprisoned at Cork^ for bearing his 
b8 
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testimony against swearing; and, for the fine of 
five pounds, had a horse taken Gtom him, of more 
than double that value. 

Having sold his land, with intention of embark- 
ing in trade, he considered whether he should 
establish himself in Cork or Youghall. The 
former place ofiered the best prospect for success 
in business; faithful Friends belonged to thaj; 
meeting; and, on both these accounts, the situation 
appeared desirable. Youghall did not seem so 
likely for prospering in worldly affairs. The 
meeting was small, and weakened by the deser^ 
tion of a principal member. But worldly affairs 
were to him only a secondary consideration; and 
the beUef that he might there be of most service, 
in a religious capacity, determined him to settle 
at Youghall, in the year 166^; and next year the 
meeting began to be held at his house, on which 
a persecuting spirit displayed itself; a sentinel 
being placed at the door, to keep Friends out, 
and the meetings broken in upon by soldiers, who 
haled the men away to the guard-house; and 
finding that the women continued the meeting, 
they haled them away also. As this did not 
prevent these religious assemblies, the governor 
repeatedly cc^nmanded Robert Sandham to leave 
the town, with his family, which he refused to 
do; alleging his right, as a freeman of the town, 
to remain there; and fully believing it was his 
duty to abide in this place, and thus obey God 
rather than man. 
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On his refusal to submit to a command so un- 
just, the governor sent him away on foot, with a 
guard of soldiers, twenty-four miles, to Char- 
leville, to appear before the lord-president of 
Munster, Roger Boyle, afterwards earl of Or- 
rery. Robert Sandham was of a corpulent 
habit, and not in his usual health; he therefore 
desired to ride his own horse. This the governor 
xefused; adding the cruel charge to his escort, 
to drag him along, if he did not walk as &st 
isus they would have him. Before he left the town, 
he remonstrated with the governor, on the injus- 
tice of his proceedings. He told him that he left 
his wife and child behind him, and at his hands 
he would require them: he told him that, if he 
sunk beneath this treatment, his blood would be 
upon his head. The governor was only moved 
to increased wrath, by these solemn appeals; and 
the persecuted man departed on a painftil journey, 
enduring fatigue, which overheated him, and, in 
that condition^ obliged to wade through waters. 

When the lord-president read the accusation 
against him, and found him charged with nothing, 
except what concerned the law of his God, he imme- 
diately discharged the guard, and set Robert Sand- 
ham at Uberty; telling him that he might return 
to his family, for that he found him accused of 
nothing that might prevent him from dwelling in 
tjie, town, so long as he behaved himself as an 
honest man. He returned home with less suffer- 
ing from fatigue, having, procured a horse, but 
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next day waa imaUe to l^nre his bed. The -gover- 
nor, displ^toed at the faroarable issue of this 
afiair» sent an order for * Robert Saitidbam krap^ 
pear before him;' and when iiliformed of his dtu- 
ation, re{>eated his odnuuand, ' insisting that be 
should be taken out of his bed, and brought to 
him. This act of tyranny coiild not be executed^ 
for the small-pox ^ade its af^mranee nxpoh him; 
and at his time of life, in his habtt of body,^ 
aloilgwith previous excessive fiitigue, iheterml* 
nation appeared' likely to be fatal. This fannself 
and all his family ejgpacted, and they heard Tho- 
mas Lbe express his belief of his recovery with 
incredulity. He did recover, and continued to 
bear, with firmness, repibaefaes and sufferings, and 
resohitely to oppose the more disi^essing attacks 
of fftbe brethren ; hemg valiant in asserting the 
tkruths in which he believed, though not called ta 
advocate them by public ministry. He was wil* 
ling to serve all, of every denomination of peof^, 
by every means in his power. His life aiid o&Or- 
versation were donsoAant vdth the profession which 
he made; he was consequently upright in his 
dealings, and sometimes sdd, if he . left his chil- 
dren a small penny, it was sound, and he hoped 
the Lord woidd bless' it to them. 

In his wife he had a faithful helpmeet, who 
idiared and alleviated his siifierings, by her sym- 
pathy and tecKdemess. She wrot6 to f*e recorder 
of the town, who had' fin^d her Inisband for re- 
fttsing to swear ; {itefidSbg wi&' him^ and warning* 
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Ubii tigMii8t^t>efliBCtttng die) inbocent, and op* 
pieesiiig tfaetc»dffiE» cofiiBmnce. ^Sbewas aninii*-' 
ter, fliikl wenl*iatO'tke pMilid wiHshipJioase at 
Yoiighally asdoidsofinto dre^«ieeting><»boaie of.thc^ 
Ifldpppendei^ P aellnoniabing : botlv not: ta dqpend 
>on words andentwaid oerenoniea* -\nnu, vnitiiig. 
ill erery good wofd and woik, and ix>uiid in the 
timder aiidihely bands of mirtiial affection^, tfaia* 
vkluons poirwidlcod /stcadily-togother for twenty- 
'fear yesmsy and'then dief^qparation^ oame, grievous 
to the snrrtivor. 

^Rotert tSandllanrwas (seiacd widi a distemper, 
winch pvoved-aiortfliL' .He desked his wife.to give 
him iif>/<«i^ be«^ his deatin wkh patience. The 
liOfd weidd^i he 6aid^ be near to her^andmake 
up the Idss ^ai him. He^ charged his children tOr 
lof<6«nd:oUi}r'theif7mothery who would take caro' 
df ^mv and' to Icne one another. He acknow* 
lilted the goodnesi^ of the Lord to him; he took 
a soleiaem fioMwell of his familji and firiends;. he 
eacborted all to^faidifidness; and, retaining his 
senees'to t^edast, (whidi was histdesure in health 
a|idin«8iduiess») his 8{nrtt was released from the 
fettafs of mortidity, theiSSth of ftb month, 1675,. 
dged55. 

; fiU>affid3*'JSlindhaaK ^ostified her husband's con* 
^^iMse iotherjeareof their chSdren, three daugh- 
teissf torwlnm she was a tender wodier,^ watchful 
Over tttem ibngood. Shft led an^^ exemplary, sdf- 
dnqrii^ iife| and iraasauihiestecoa^dia the (own 
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where she lived; compassionate to the poor/ 
assisting them according to her ability, and en^ 
couraging others to do so likewise: careful ta 
govern her own house well, therefore qualified to 
visit Friends' families; a comforter of the sick, and 
a strengthener of the dejected in mind. 

In 1688, she paid a reUgious visit to some parts 
of England, and, on her return, was in imminent 
dang.'^r of shipwreck; the vessel in which she 
sailed, encountering more than one storm. The 
ship put into Haverfordwest, firom whence she 
wrote to h^ children; relating to them her de- 
sires for their preservation, when she thought it 
was likely she should have never seen them again; 
and for their support, under the trial of losing her 
in such a manner ; and for the people in the ship, 
who seemed unfit to die. Her own Ufe she resigned 
to the will of her Maker, having, in that awful 
time, a peaceful conscience. The sea still rolled 
between her and her children, and the uncertainty 
of their meeting, in this worid, continued. She 
exhorted them to love one another " with a true 
and entire love ;'* — to be patient in all things, and to 
look to the Lord, over and through all. This 
letter, besides her excellent counsel, contained 
directions for the disposal of her property; 
^ which," she says " is not much ; for the bless- 
ing of the Lord was my choicest treasure, which^ 
has been wonderful to me, in affi)rding such' 
plenty out of so Uttle a stock." She returned 
safely, to the joy of her frmily and firiaads; and- 
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Krhen the ciyil.war wasjkindled in this nation, she 
did not remove to England, as many had done^ 
but believed she ought to stay at home, bear her 
allotted shs^e of the national calamity, and endear- 
vour to comfort, assist, and strengthen others. 

In 1695, she visited the north of Ireland, and 
afterwards spent most of her time in her own 
vicinity. When sickness came on, she was not 
found unprepared and having her day's work to 
do ; but, calm in her mind, and resigned to Uv« 
or die, her love expanded, not only in sweet ex- 
hortations to her children, relations, and friends, 
who were near, her, and to her dear friends in 
Cork; but she remembered those in Elngland, and 
desired to be mentioned to them. Her life she , 
said was hid with Christ in God; and uttering the 
triumphant expression: "O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" prayer and 
praises flowing from her dying lips, and the approach 
of her release seeming slow, she said: "How long, 
O Lord, ere I am where the wicked cease from 
troubling, and the weary are at rest?" She took 
a tender and solemn leave of her family ; and one 
of her friends being engaged in supplication by 
her bed-side, she was comforted by it, lay quiet, 
and, after awhile, turning herself in the bed, said: 
*' I am now going to leave you.*' And then sweetly, 
and in great peace, departed this life, the 15th 
of 5th mcmth, 1695, in the sixty-second year of 
her age. 
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Bimmg, the daughter of Robert and Deborali 
SmmUmib^. bom in 1688, married, in 1«88, WO- 
liain, the ddest eon of John and Mary Fennel, of 
Klllkomonb^j oowity of Tipperary, who,- having 
joined the soei^ of Friends, and being service- 
able. m their day, gaftt their son an education con- 
foimable to that whick the young woman of his 
choice had received ; and their union was^ pro- 
duetire of much happiness to themselyes, and 
usefUness to others* They were honourable in 
tiieir dealings; and enabled, by moderation in 
Aeir oii^ living, to alleviate the distresses of 
others> and to exercise hospitality .^ 

In the year 1724*, William Fennd died, aged 
aeventy-three. On his death-bed he expressed 
his thankftdness for the many favours he had re^ 
e^ed;. especially the blessing of a tender, loving, 
£uth&l wife, and dutiftd duldren^ Hiawife surr 
jmmd bimtmi yearsk She appearedas a minister, 
the latter past of h^ liife, and was zealous in re- 
commending' watchftdness and. mrcumspection. 
She died in^great peace, inr 17S5, aged seventy- 
thpee. in. 1704, at the age of twelve, their pious 
child, William Fennel, departed this life; of whose 
happy death there is a record in the fourth part 
of "Piety P»o»oted,'* 



Deboitah, daughter of Robert imd Deborah 
Sandham, bom in 1668, married, in 1691,^ John 
ElLy, whose father had fSdlen in the battle between 
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and who kad iaecmnpaBied bis widewed mothor to 
Ireland, whare he joined the society of Friends^ 
and settled at New Ross, county of W^iferd. 
Deborah was his second -mfe. She boie hiia 
twelve children; Mod, after living together forty- 
two yeardy this virtuous and exemplary couj^ 
were separated, by die death of John £Ey, kt 
1733. A mefedi)^ was held at their house, ^aad 
continued there through the life of their wottixy 
son, the late Sanmel EUy; and afterwards, till 
17^, whe^ it was remeved ta the neetii^-kouse 
built in the town« 

In 173?, I>eb(»rah Elly died; and the mon&Iy^ 
fiiee^g of tfae«oiif^y of Wexford gave fertkthe 
following test^ooy concerning her : 

'^ She was ^ wmnan exempkiy in her conreF- 
sation, as well anrher fitmilyj as amcH^t her netgh* 
boturs; bjr wfe>m she was. ge»endly well-bdoved^ 
and died skidi Ikmented. iShe had a word of 
exbdrtation in meetings, tendii^ to stir up Fneods 
to t^eiv^duty; andhrer life and eonversatioo weve 
agreeable .thesreto. She was careful in trainsDg 
1^3 her ehddreh in a religiottSj^ediicatic«9.As.weU 
as hi plainnesB of speech and habit; and wamay 
say we have no small « ^lare in th^ loss «f-her; 
being religiously concerned for the prosperity of 
truth, and that comely order might be maintdned. 
in the discipline," 
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"Ehzaheth, daughter of Robert and Deborah 
Sandham, was the wife of Gabriel Clarke, of 
Youghall, who, in a MS. bears testimony to her 
exemplary and useful life, her wise conduct in 
spiritual and temporal concerns, her dutiful de- 
portment as a child, her affection as a wife, and 
tenderness as a mother; and he adds, "much 
might be truly said of her, both as a woman and 
as a Christian, in which she excelled many of her 
sex." 

She was afilicted with a Ungering illness for 
some months; enduring, part of the time, great 
pain of body, and anxiety of mind, from doubts and 
fears, on account of her immortal soul. Nor could 
the encouragement of her friends avail, till she felt 
in herself the evidence of Divine mercy, which she 
sometimes expressed, and poured forth her spirit 
in prayer. From this illness she recovered, con- 
trary to expectation, and lived for several years 
longer. She also recovered from the dangerous 
accident of breaking her leg, by a fall from her 
horse, which confined her at a friend's house for 
a considerable time. Her patience under suffer- 
ing was great, and, in her last attack of indisposi- 
tion, she was tried with great weakness of body ^ 
but she was supported in this last trial, and died 
. in peaee, after an illness of four months, in the 
ye^r 1713, 



From « Rutty's Rise and Progress of the People called 
Quakers," from « Piety Promoted," and from MSS. 
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WILLIAM MORRIS. 

William Morris was a man in high estunation 
on many accounts. He was an elder among the 
Baptists, captain of a company, a justice of peace, 
commissioner of the revenue, and chief governor of 
three garrisons. Hearing of the abuse which 
WiDiam Edmundson suffered at BeUurbet, where 
he was imprisoned and put in the stocks *, he ex- 
pressed his sorrow and indignation in such strong 
terms, that the rumour of Captain Morris having 
joined the Quakers, spread among the Baptists, 
and reached the court at Dublin: he was, in con- 
sequence, removed \^ith his company southward. 
The suspicions concerning him continuing, he was 
sent for to Dublin, and examined before the 
general and principal officers, many of whom were 
Baptists. In this examination their suspicions 
were verified, of his having adopted the principles 
of Quakers, by his own acknowledgment, and he 
was discharged from his command. 

He possessed considerable abilities, and though 
several times a prisoner himself, was, on marly oc- 
casions, serviceable to his suffering friends, by his 
application to the government on their behalf. 
He also wrote in defence of the principles which 
he professed. He died at Castlesalem, in the 
county of Cork, in the year 1680. 

• See page 9, 
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ROBERT. CUPPAGasr. 

Robert Cupp AGE, of.LambstQwn, in the ^imty of 
Wexford, was coDvinced of the blessed truth. 
He was of a very good conversation, whose light 
did shine both at home and abroad, an.exaipple 
indeed to the reaching of many. He loved truth, 
and had a sound testimony for it, and lived in it, 
as well as preached it to others: he was of a ten- 
der spirit and lowly mind, and laid down his head 
in peace, in Lambstown, the I5th of the 7th. 
month, 16S3. 

(Extracted from Eecorcte.) 



THOMAS CARLETON. 

Thomas Carleton was bom in the year 163^, at 
little Salkeld in Cumberland. His father was a 
farmer, and himself much employed m the labour 
of that mode of li& ; yet he was sent to school, and 
aeems to have , possessed a. well-cultivated mind. 
He- became anxiously concerned for hi^s eternal 
welfare, and his health was impaired by the con- 
jBicts of his mind. At length he united himself t9 
the society of Friends, and after some time was 
a preacher among them. He had not long made 
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^lmpt(£tmimiriS^^bedetgymanQtthefmi^ in 
winch he^edf preteediBg j^gaiMt-hiiaifor the rt* 
covery of tid«^ tbevr kkaiota priMR^ ki tbe year 
1663^ where he was confined several years, tiU the 
Aemih of iihr perseeitttc: eypetk liien thd widow re^ 
laetBitdy set him at Ubertf. He went on^footto 
Lbkiddn^ (twKi faimdreA miles,) to obti^ the ben^i 
of the llalM» Corpus Act. 

ht 1669 ]k iMrriod Isdbel Mark» of Mosedale; 
md about i6f4nMfmafirei to Irdand, and setded«t 
Bfllffinacarrick,;ooimty of Wichlow. 

The -character !gmn of him by his ^ontemponn 
mi^ibespeahs him.^ have been a man ^'endowed 
wiA a largfe and dear understaiidbigy both ki hK^ 
vine and spidtual things, and also natiural psnts 
b^Srandmattjs wlridi did very much adorn him; 
and ao mnckitlie more, in that be did ix)« think "So 
of hdmsdtf." Abo that his minfe^ was sound and 
powerful, entered upon with hcJy awe, and de* 
Hvend with meeloiess. " And indeed," thus tes- 
tiies his fimmd Thomas Tra£S>ed, ''all his parts 
ami gifts were sanc^ed mi^'bim; ^or he was a 
man of orswefetiempes, mild m o<mtrovertin^thing8> 
tod^ooald govern his spirit* with gravity, either 
with «uoh as did ofipose tnuii, and contend against 
it| or- at 9ihet times in dmrch discipline, or with 
wndy spirits diat he imgiM; hwe to do with.** 
Though his .diqxistnient and conversation were 
nild^ courteous and humble, he was steadfa^ in 
defettdingithecameofri^leotisness. Thehard** 
ships of in^risonraent, combinuig with a delkate 
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cotistitu^on, brought >on infirmities which tenni- 
nated his life in middle age. Of his happy con- 
clusion^ thus his friend George Rooke bears tes- 
timony: 

"When I, with some other friends, went to see 
him, we had a meeting at his house at Ballinacar- 
rick, in the county of Wicklow, on the first day 
before he departed this lif^, being the 16th day of 
the 9th month, 1684, where he sat up in meeting 
931 the time, and we had a heavenly season, and 
the Lord's refreshing presence was with us; which 
he having a sense of, did often express his great 
joy and satisfaction therein, and in the enjoyment 
of Friends' company, and said he could wish, if it 
were the will of God, that he might be taken away 
when w« were there: so I, with some other friends, 
staid all night, and lodged in the chamber where 
he lay, and he was very quiet, and patiently bore 
his affliction. 

" The next morning, one of his servants coming 
to him, asked him how he did: his answer was to 
her, naming her by her name: ^ Thou hast had 
much trouble in .attending on me, but now the 
time is short that I have to stay.' His servant 
bdng reached with his words, began to weep. 
He said: * I know there will be mourning for me, 
but, blessed be God, it is not as those that have no 
hope.' For he knew that hope which was grouiid- 
ed upon the foundation of the prophets and apos- 
tles» Jesus Christ being the chief comer-stone; 
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the same that all the faithful did bear witness to in 
former ages. 

" Three of his children being brought to him, 
he called to them by their nam^y saying: ^ Dear 
babes, I am glad to see you;* expressing it with 
mi|ch joy and gladness, advising them to Hve in 
the fear of the Lord, and to be good children, and 
to keep amongst Friends, and said: ^ I have not 
much gold and silver to leave you, but I hope the 
blessing of the Lord will attend you.' And so, 
kissing and embracing them, he took leave of them. 
His dear wife coming to him weeping, he said to 
her: * Weep not, thy care and tendemess hath 
been much over me ; and often seemed to lament 
and pity his dear wife, that had been a true help- 
meet unto him, from the time of their first coming 
together unto that day, in his exercises and weak* 
nes^, which were not a few. 

" And so, after he had taken his leave of those 
about him, in less than half an hour was taken 
away, with Uttle or no pain, being the 18th day of 
the aforesaid dth month, 1684. 

** Thus they are blessed that die in the Lord: 
from henceforth they rest frpm their labours, and 
their works follow them, where the voice of the 
oppressor is no more heard; the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the w«ary are at rest. 

« GEORGE ROOKE." 

See Butty, and Testimony; and his Life, prefixed to 
*' The Captive's Complaint; or, Prisoner's Plea. Written by 
Thomas Carleton." 
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OEORGE GREGSON. 

<}0(Ut6E Grsosqn was born in Lancashire, of pa-^ 
xsente belonging ^ the Romii^ chuirch, who edu*' 
aatesi hun in their own religious belief. Qa hi» 
joining the religious society of Friends, he had to 
endure false and maUcious reports, raised by en^ 
and resentment;, but encountering them with pa- 
tience and fortitude, he obtained a victory over 
those attadcs, and ^le inte^<y of his character 
was estaUished, 

He was a public preacher, and trafvelled in Eng- 
land and Ireland, partaking with Friends in their 
sufferings* He had a good understaadkig, and « 
dear, agreeable mminer of expresring hhnself e^ 
rdigieus sul^eets. It does not appear at what 
time he came to reside in the town of Lisbom in 
Ireland, {thaa ^called lisnigaroy,) whether he had 
any family, or what was his age at the tme of lu0 
deoBase, which was in the year 1690 ; but it is ve- 
cordedof him, that he retained his love to Ck>d 
and his brediren, to thelastperiodof Ins life; that 
he attained to old age, and bequeathed a consider- 
aUe part of his prc^rty to severed meetingB in 
Irdand, and to Friends in Lanoashire* 
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JOHN BURNYEAT. 

John Burnyeat was bom in Cumberiand, in the 
year 1631. In the Ume of his youth, different 
sects, each making high religious professions, 
caused considerable agitation in serious minds. 
Of this he partook with others, and while they 
sought to have their doubts satisfied, George Fox 
came into Cumberland, in the year 1653. The 
glad tidings of the gospel which he preached, 
were received by them with joy; and becoming 
united to him in their spirits, they followed his ex- 
ample, in separating themselves from other profes- 
sors of religion, and met together in silence, to 
worship Him whose favour alone they sought, re- 
gardless of the revilings of their fellow-creatures. 
Of this time, John Burnyeat writes: "Oh! the 
joy, the pleasure, and the great delight that over- 
ciame our hearts, many times, in our reverent and 
holy assemblies ! How were our hearts melted as 
wax, and our . souls poured forth as water before 
the Lord ; and our spirits as oil, frankincense, and 
myrrh, offered up unto the Lord as sweet incense, 
when not a word outwardly in all our assembly has 
been uttered." He adds: "Thus I continued for 
fi>ur years, mostly following my outward callitag, 
and attending and waiting upon the Lord in the 
workings of his holy power in my heart, both in 
meetings and at other times, wherever I was, or 
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whatever I had to do; for I founds that as my 
heart was kept near the power, it kept me tender, 
soft, and living. And besides, I found, as I was di- 
ligent in eying of it, there was a constaift, sweet 
stream, that run softly in my soul, of divine peaee, 
pleasure, and joy, which far exceeded all othw de- 
lights and satisfactions; and this became the great 
engager of my soul, to watch with such diligence, 
for I did find the love of God to constrain. And, 
furthermore, I did observe, that if I neglected, or 
let my mind out after any thing else, more than I 
ought, and so forgot this, I began to be like a 
strange^, and saw that I soon might lose my in- 
terest in these riches and treasure, and true cob»- 
monwealth of God's spiritual Israel, which Chfiat 
had purchased for me, and given me the eamett 
to inherit." 

The establishment of church-discipHne wa« now 
a general concern of this new society, and John 
Bumyeat took a share in it. But, after some time, 
a more arduous task was assigned to him, and the 
state of his mind he thus describes: '^ When the 
word of the Lord came unto me with diis message, 
it became a great exercise unto me, and I would 
willingly have shunned it, and have dwelt in the 
e^se, peace, and pleasure, the Lord had brought 
me into; but there was none but in o]i)eying the 
Lord, and giving up to do his will: that I socm 
came to know, for I was sure it was the word of 
the Lord; and then I yielded in spirit, and longed 
for the day that I might dear myself, and be eased 
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of the charge that was upon me; for weighty was 
the dread and majesty of the po^er of the word of 
life, that lived, and, as a fire, burned in my heai*t, 
that I could not stay." 

In obedience to the service required of him, he 
went to Aspetry, to speak to a clergyman named 
Warwick, who was preaching in his place of wor- 
ship. This person assailed John and the Friend 
who accompanied him with questions, to which 
fliey forbore to reply. He then desired the con- 
stable to' put them out, which he refused to do, 
saying: "They do not disturb us." When the 
clergyman had done, John Burnyeat began to 
speak to the people: they followed their pastor, 
who withdrew, and from whom John, hurried 
along with the crowd, was separated. He hoped 
his business was done, and was about to return 
home ; but before he left the town, his conscience ■ 
smote him^with this denimciation: "Cursed is he 
Aat doth the work of the Lord negligently ;" and 
he was then sensible, that, through fear of a prison, 
he had shunned the person for whom the message 
was intended; the law then threatening with im- 
prisonment those who disturbed a clergyman. 
Convinced of being disobedient, his distress was 
exceedingly great; and, preferring peace and for- 
giveness to any other consideration, he felt the 
command renewed, and willingly obeyed it. He 
isetumed that afternoon, and stood before the 
clergyman, who was preaching, till he had done. 
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and then spoke the words given to hkn; nofW Vs^ 
luing neither life nor liberty^ in comparison with 
the peace which results from the fulfilment of duty. 
After which he addressed the people^ and left 
them^ joyful in his heart that he had performed 
what was required of him. 

He was engaged in a hke manner some time 
after^ in another worship-house^ which the clergy- 
man resented highly, threatening him with the 
stocks, and where he was beaten and thrust out. 
Yet, in two weeks, he appeared at the same plac^, 
and the clergyman desired he should be permitted 
to remain till he was at leisure to speak to him; 
yet, when he saw that John Bumyeat did not un- 
cover his head when the prayers were about to be 
read, his moderation gave place to unseasonable 
anger, luid he called out to have him taken away. 
. John s father was present, and being much dis- 
pleased with his son, haled him out himself. 
Again, going to another place for the same pur- 
pose, afl«r much abuse he was made a prisoner, 
.and confined in the common jail in Carhsle twenty- 
.three weeks. On his enlargement, in the year 
1658, he took his first journey as a public minis- 
ter, and spent three months in this service in Scot- 
land; where, besides visiting the few meetings of 
Friends there, he was engaged in places of public 
resort, to exhort those assembled. 

The following year he went into Ireland^ and 
afl«r some months' travel there, he met with Ro- 
bert Lodge, who was under a like concern. Ttey 
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united m this work, and continued for a year thus 
^gaged, undergoing fatigue, cold, and hunger, in 
places almost uninhabited, and severe treatment 
from those whom their doctrine offended; and on 
tliis account they were several times imprisoned. 
They sometimes separated, on account of the ser- 
vice which they were divinely commissioned to per- 
form, meeting again to their mutual satisfaction; 
for John Burnyeat bears this testimony: "The 
Lord gave us sweet concord and peace in all bur 
Pavels." After his return, he was diligent in at- 
tending meetings at home ; and when he found it 
required of him to go to distant meetings, he made 
no unnecessary delay there, but came back, and 
applied himself to his occupation. 

In I66@ he went to London, and acquainted 
George Fox and others of the elders, with a con- 
cern which had rested on his mind for some years, 
to pay a religious visit to America; and having 
dins submitted to this impression of duty, he felt 
peaceful, and quietly waited to know the time of 
his going. On his way home he visited some of 
his friends, who were prisoners at Rippon ; and 
while he preached the gospel to them, he was in- 
terrupted by the jailer, who took him before some 
of the chief persons in that town, and the principal 
magistrate accused him of visiting his friends in 
prison. John Burnyeat pleaded, that in so doing 
he had broken no law. He was then accused of 
having spoken in the prison, to which he answered, 
Tha^ there was no law which forbade speaking 
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to our friends when we came to visit them. His* 
opponent put some more questions to him, and at 
last enquired whether he would take the oath of 
allegiance and supremacy. Those who were de- 
termined on persecution, generally made this oath 
a pretext for it, knowing that Friends w(^d not 
disobey the command of Christ: "Swear not i^ 
all*" Therefore, this point being gained, a mitti- 
mus was drawn, and John Burnyeat sent to suflfet 
imprisonment with the Friends whom he had 
visited, of whom there were four-and-twenty, befpare 
he joined them. In the reli^ous meetings which 
they held, his voice, raised in testimony, offended 
the magistrates and others who came to amuse 
themselves at a bowling-green before the prison- 
door; and he was, at three several times, when in 
the act of prayer, dragged oilt, and confined in the 
dungeon, a small, dark room: at one time for two 
days and two nights, at another time three, and 
the third time seven. At the expiration of fpur- 
teen weeks, he was set at Uberty. 

In the year 1664;, he took his voyage to Barba- 
does, where he staid three or four months. Here 
he met with some who were deluded by John Per-^ 
TOtt, and with his pretended zeal against forqos^ 
The consequences were, neglect in the attendance 
of religious meetings, and many deviations from 
the estabUshed order of .the socijety ; leadmg into a 
Uberty which encouraged them to pursue their own, 
will, andreject that self-denial, and tho3e tegtipipnifiK^, 
which fiien^^ wf^re convmced it w^ tb^ 4u^ tq 
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p^agtis^ md maintom. To witli^teiKl thdUe wbih 
were oks^mie in ^rroir, anid to isecover tbo^ 
wliose sj^idicity bad he^n btetray^^ occupied 
much of bis tipie, and c£^U^ fpr hi^^x€^n% both 
in tUa island and on the ^lic^can continent* Qe 
came back to England in ISST, and was nmob cm* 
gaged in visiting meetings th^ere and in Iceland; 
till, in 1670) be sailed again, fbr Qarb^does, accpm* 
panied by William Simpsoi^ wbose integrity and 
innocence, with his su^rings foe the cau^ p)re- 
cipus to them both, and tbe^pp^nne^s of confiden- 
tial friendship^ endeared hifn miich tohis Mow^ 
l^tbourer*. Of tbis dear friend he w^ deprived by 
a violent fever, prevalent at that tis^ in.Barbfidoes, 
nfbich carried him off in ^ix days. And .deeply 
did John 3umyeat feel thi§ loss, and hm own 
lonely situation; but He, to whose service he was 
devoted, was a present help in the needi^ tim^^ 
and enabled him to proceed in bjs n»i»$ion. After 
si^ months' stay on the; ifi^d* be. went again to 
the continent, wher^,, at Oystes-bay^ general moet^ 
ing, he encQiniteredopposition^to this discipline, a$ 
well as censures on Geprg^Fox. Those censures 
hebeard<wttb patience, and answered mth wis-^ 
dp^> siatisfying many \pbo had by cavillers been 
nns^tledf in their minds. He bad also die gratifi- 
cation of finding many of those- in Virginia, who 
hadt beai led i^ay by John Peipsott, (^.appear- 
^ki biip fcHTo^r visit tO: tbcm,) vedeemcfd, in a 
gppdi li^gi^, from tbose erross* After having 
r§QQmmmii^ ike estal^shijusnt o^ meetings of 
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discipline to them, he proceeded toMaryhmd, and 
after some time spent there, appdnted a meeting 
for all the Friends in the province, which he in* 
tended as a fiureweU visit to them. When the 
time appointed was come, and Friends began to 
assemble, the unexpected appearance of George 
Fox caused surprise and joy. He was accompa- 
nied by some Friends. The meeting held for 
several days. The establishment of meetings of 
discipline throughout the province was accomplish- 
ed ; Friends were sensible of the value and neces- 
sity of good order; and separated to return to their 
homes, or proceed on their journey in the har- 
mony of Christian fellowship. 

John Bumyeat, with some other Friends, ac- 
companied George Fox jfrom this, overland, to 
New England, attended by an Indian guide. 
Their journey was tedious, toilsome, and danger- 
ous, through a wild country, where none of their 
countrymen dwelt at that time. The Indians were 
kind and helpful them, and one night they were 
received by an Indian king, who showed them 
such hospitality as lay in his power. His provi- 
sions being exhausted, he could not supply them 
with food; but lodged them, as he was lodged him- 
self, on a mat spread on the ground, with a piece 
of wood for a pillow. Sometimes the woods af- 
forded them lodging. After overcoming those 
difficulties, they had others to engage with of a 
more tryihg nature, at the half-year's meeting 
at Oyster-bay; where, after the business of the 
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meeting was ended, (which George Fox would 
not allow any matter relating to himself to inter- 
rupt;) the dissatisfied people were assembled, and 
the principal of those seeing George Fox there in 
person, was desirous to disown his former pro- 
ceedings, to throw the blame upon others, and 
ap]>ear dear to George Fox; but this it was not 
in his power to do, and the meeting ended to sa- 
tisfaction. 

After this, a general meeting was attended at 
Rhode Island, where eight sittings succeeded one 
another, and the afiairs of the discipline were re- 
gulated. Here John Bumyeat parted from 
George Fox, and, accompanied by John Cart- 
wright and George Pattisbn from Europe, travel- 
led into other parts of the country, where they 
met with various treatment; sometimes heard with 
kind regard, and at other times opposed by that 
spirit of persecution which was raised against 
Friends in New England, to which some had 
fallen victims by the hand of the executioner, and 
many had suffered deeply in person and pro- 
perty. Amongst other instances of cruelty, was 
that of banishing out of the colony, from his wife 
and family, Nicholas Upshall, an old man, on 
no other pretence but his profession of a Quaker. 
Upon which an Indian king expressed his sur- 
prise, enquiring why they sent that aged man, 
in the cold winter, sixty miles through the woods^ 
inviting the exile to go with him, where ho one 
F 3 



dbyGoogk 



X 



1^ JOQIf nW^YZAT. 

sbovld molesthiiPf and offering him Und andfiiend-. 
slap. John Bumyeat and his fiiends were desi^-^ 
ous that meetings for discipline should be esta- 
I^lished there^ and their endeavours were at length 
successful) though at that time they found some 
0{qposition* They returned to Rhode Island^ 
joined William Edmundson, and were present at 
the dispute with Roger WilUams, wherein he wa3 
foiled, with his fourteen charges against Friends, 
which he called propositions. They had disputes 
with elders and teachers of the Presbyterian 
church, who seemed disposed to have them im- 
prisoned ; but the moderation and good sense of 
the magistrates prevented this outrage. 

In company with George Fox, John Bumyeat 
visited anLidian emperor, who had assembled the 
old and grave persons at his wig-wam. George 
Fox spoke to them, by an interpreter, for nearly 
five hours, and was heard by them with respectful 
attention and evident satisfaction. John returned 
to Ireland in 1673, where^he visited most of the 
meetings of Friends, before he went to his home in 
Cumberland; where his stay was but shorty ere he 
again went out to perform like services in parts of 
England and Wales, and to unite with several 
Friei^d^ in hearing and giving judgment on those 
who had separated themselves from, and opposed 
the good order of the body of Friends. 

John ]^u];i\yeat appears, by extracts of letters 
subjoined to l^s journal, which concludes in 1676^ 
to have settled in Irelap^ in the year 1682* In 
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liamMaiiie» who was d^ii^ter of P^mr and Jane 
Mason^ of Cui|a1iei;b|iisl« Tlie acqaaition of such 
a man to the meeting of Didblin^ and to kdand in 
general^ was^^atly priced ; and thus his friends 
esf^Tf^sae^ tipemsdves: '^Xc was the unspeakable 
loye and merpy of Gody to us in this nation^ and 
particttl^ly the city. oC^^J^^lm, to osder his out- 
ward abode and settlement amongst us.** Also : 
** His conversatJon was so heaveidjr, and beeomng 
(]|e princ^le of tmih he was a pteafdber of^ that 
we Impw no one that ean truly diarge him with 
ipy thing that might spot his profession or minis- 
try ." He "wm an aUe minkt^ of the gospel, 
highly esteemi^, and greatly l^ved: he was 
meek, humble, and conqpasmnate: the sick and 
the sorrowiy partook of his ^rmpathy, and the 
poor of his bounty. A meek and g^itle messen- 
ger of the gospel of peace, he promoted reconcili- 
ations. And it is also noted of him: *^In all his 
travels, into whose house he entered, he was con- 
tent with what things were set before him, were 
they never so mean; which was great satisfaction 
to mimy honest, poor Friends, amongst whom ^ his 
lot was cast." 

In 1683, he was one of those who were imprison- 
ed ia the Mkrshalsea, on account of continuing to 
h<^ tjieir me^ngs after a command to disperse 
^aem; and behig taken before a magistrate, who 
who enquired why they had disobeyed the order, 
John rqphed, that he believed it to be their indis- 
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pensable duty to meet together to worship God. 
'^ You may be misled/* said the magistrate. John 
told him, if they were misled 'they were willing to 
be informed; but when it was urged that other 
dissenters had submitted, and why would not they? 
he answered: " What they do, will be no plea for 
us before the judgment seat of the great Qod»" 
They were committed to prison on this refusal. 
Anthony Sharp was one of his fellow-prisoners. 
After a confinement of two months, they were set ' 
at liberty by an order from the earl of Arran, 
then lord Deputy, who e]^pressed his regard for 
Friends, aad his belief in their sincerity. John 
Bumyeat employed his Uberty in travelling, on a 
reUgious account, amongst his friends in this na- 
tion, England, and Scotland. 

In 1688 he lost his beloved wife, with whom he 
had spent some years in true domestic comfort, 
and of whom her husband gives this account: 
*' Her nature was good, kind, and courteous; she 
was merciftd, very considerate, and of a good un- 
derstanding. She will be greatly missed in this 
place, for Friends had a good love and esteem for 
her; and I have experience, and know, that many 
who seemingly might exceed in appearance, will 
come far behind.^' He had onedon, whom he sent 
into England, intending to follow, and spend his 
remaining days m his native land; but perceiving 
the approach of national calamities, he found most 
peace in his mind in giving himself up to remain 
where he was, to bear his part in the troubles of 
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bis fH^ids, andy as fair as lay in his power^ encou- 
rage and support them under their distresses. 
This he was enabled to do : tl^e benevolence of his' 
natural temper, joined to courage and perseve- 
ranee, peculiarly fitted hfan for it. Twice, during 
those days of peril, he visited the meetings of 
Friends in the provinces of Leinster and Munster; 
and when it was practicable to travel to Ulster, 
went thither also, on the same good errand. Soon 
after his return from this northern journey, he at- 
tended a province meeting at Rosenallis. It is not 
certain whether at this or another province meet- 
ing in this year, he delivered this prophetic warn- 
ing to his friends: " It is now a time of great 
trial to you, in loinng your substance ; but the time 
will come, when you will be as greatiy tried with 
getting wealth." This was soon verified : many re- 
ceiving this gift as a trust, with humility, enjoyed 
and difiused it, and it became a blessing to them- 
selves and others; while there were those to whom 
it became a snare, and a means of depriving them 
of thatvpeace which it could not bring. 

From Rosenallis he proceeded to Mountrath 
and Ballinakill, and to the monthly meeting of 
New Garden, from whence he came with John 
Watson to his house at Kilconner; where, finding 
himself in^sposed, he took to his bed. His illness 
proved to be a fever, throughout which he was 
&voared with the use of his senses, and often said 
he was at ease, and quiet in his spirit ; and to his 
firiend, J<^m Watson, said that he had ever loved 
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theLord« ib$^ tbeiiord had loved him from liis 
yputb^ and that he£dt l^s love. Afler an iUness 
of twelve days, on the 11th o£7th month, 1690, he 
quietly and peaceably departed this life, in the 59di 
year of his age. 

From John Burfl7eat*8 Journal and Letters. 



ELIZABETH WHIDDON. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Bichard Pike, vfSi» o£ 
exemplary conduct from her early youth. She 
married Henry Whiddon, of Cork. Though by 
nature diffident, she submitted to the requirings 
of duty, and bec«^ne a minbter; finding that 
l^er peace of mind consisted in her obedience to 
the command of Him whom, in sincerity of he^rt, 
she desired to obey. 

When she lay iq>on her death-bed, one morn- 
ing, her brother, Jfoseph Pike, enquiring after 
her state of health, she said: '^Oh, dear brother, 
though I have not slept aU this. night, yet I am 
as one that wants it not; though my body is ex- 
traordinary weak, yet am I strong, the power, of 
the Lord carrying, me o^er a}l weakness. Bu^ 
above aU, ti^ Lord said this i^ht to.me> (in the 
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pQver&l ^ i^kopemngs of li%) ' Tbou sbak 
praise me in the heavenei;' ifhif^bk h^th so qvfr- 
come my soul and laised my qpirits, that I am as 
(Hie that wants no slec^ or sen^ble. of pain oi: 
weakness." £n<piiring of her sister why ^e wept, 
she consoled h^r with thia assurance: " Oh, Ishall. 
go to everlasting jpy and feli^>. wh^re I shall 
be at rest" 
Sl^e. departed this lifei 5th month, 1693. 

From <* Piety Ptomotedy'* third part 



ABRAHAM FULLER. 

Abraham Fuller was bom in the city of Am* 
sterdam, in the year 16SS. He married in Eng^ 
land, Mary, the daughter of Joshua Warren^ of 
Colchester; and, in the year 1651, came into Ire- 
land, as (so says ^ the ancient record) a planter. 
It is noted of him, that he had not anj^of his chil- 
dren sprinkled, several of whom were bom before 
he became one of the people called Quakers; 
'* well knowing that it was an ordinance of man, 
apd brought in since ^ apo^tt^sy: the sprinklii^ 
of infants not being motioned by Christ or his 
ai^sdes.*' 
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Li the forty-first year of his age he united him- 
self to the society of Friends, of which he was a 
valuable member; supporting the testimonies 
which they are called upon to bear, open-hearted 
to his firiends, liberal in imparting relief to those 
who needed it, and useful to the community at 
large. His residence was Lehinsey, in the King's 
Coimty. 

In his last illness he was often engaged in re- 
turning thanks to the Lord, for the mercies which 
he had received at his hand; and prayed for the 
preservation of his children, to whom he gave 
counsel suited to their several dispositions; ex- 
pressing his willingness to die, if the Lord had no 
ftirther service for him to do; desirous that he 
might be preserved in his senses to the last, and 
craving an easy pa3sage. These favours were 
granted to him; and he quietly expired, at the 
house of his son Isaac, at Lismoine, in the 10th 
month, 1694, aged seventy-two. 

See ^ Fietj Promoted," third part; and Testimony concern- 
inghim*. 



RICHARD POOLE. 

Richard Poole, son of Thomas and Catherine 
Poole, of Dortrope, in the county of Northamp- 
ton, came mto Ireland, with the Englkh army, in 
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the year 1649, and settled^ with his famityy in this 
country. His wife was Dorothy, daughter ofWil- 
liam and Dorothy White, of Staffordshire. Hav- 
ing joined in religious communion with the society 
of Friends, he was willing to meet the persecutions 
which his change of sentiment brought upon him. 
He addressed a, few words of exhortation, to the 
people assembled in their place for public worship, 
at Wexford, for which he was imprisoned in that 
town ; and suffered a like punishment at Water- 
ford, for speaking, in their place of worship, to the 
clergyman. 

For refusing to Tpay tithes, Richard Poole was 
excommunicated, and thrown into Wexford jail; 
where, after two years* imprisonment, he died, a 
faithful sufferer for conscience sake, in the year 
1665. Dorothy Poole died in 1715, aged one 
hundred and seven years; above fifty of which 
she had been a widow. 

(From MS.) 



JAMES AND ANNE GREENWOOD. 

James and Anne Geeenwood lived in the 
county of Antrim. United by the covenant of 
marriage, they were also of one spirit, true help- 
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meets to each other. Their grave and exemplary 
deportioent, their concern for the glory of their 
Maker and the good of their fellow-creatures; 
their upright conduct among those with whom 
they were conversant, reflected honour upon their 
religious profession. They loved peace and con- 
cord; and were strict observers of the apostle's 
exhortation^ not to forget to entertain strangeiis: 
their house and hearts being open to receive those 
who travelled in the work of the ministry, to 
whose minds they were qualified to administer 
refreshment, as well as to their bodies. 

James Greenwood, being infirm for many years, 
was unable to travel mudi abroad; but his wife, 
wJio eqjoyed health, was: serviceable at general 
meetings, by the depth of her judgment, the wis^ 
dom of her counsel, and the sweetness and evao- 
TOfss of her temper. Her words, in testimony, 
were but few, and expressed with modesty; in 
whidi her example was a check to those who were 
forward and rash in thus appearing: yet was she 
kind and tender to those who sought after good 
in early life, sympathizing with the distressed; and 
her manners and conversation were so gentle, so 
engaging, and so wise, that even disorderly and 
obstinate persons were oftentimes won upon by 
her Qonfer^ices widi ihjem. 

This worthy pair, " lovely in their lives," were 
DOt loiT^ divided by death. Tlmy died i^ the 
aAm^ yeax, 1700. 
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This aix^ui^ is tak^i from " Rutfy's 9i«o aoi 
Progress of the people called Quakers in Irdaod; 
and we aire not informed thereby, wh^er both 
those friends were ministers. 



JOHN CLIBBORN. 

John Clibbobn, son of Wi}U^m Clibbom* was 
bom near Cowley, in the coua^ df Dudiam^ in 
I6S3; and, in the year 164^ came into. Ireland^ 
a soldier ia Cromw^U'B army. In 16^, he wfUh^ 
lied Margioret Crow, at Newry, provipce of Ulst^> 
and settled at Mqate Grenoge, county of Weafn 
mea^. Pride appears to hi^e been one of bis 
faults; and findiii^ that the people called Quakers 
had a meeting-house on his land» li^ was vpMk 
di^leased; for b^, ipth many oth#i^ looked oa 
them, not only with qontenqpt, Imt a3ra^n, aad, 
determiniqg to l^nish them from his jj^Hr^mses^ be 
isesolved to bum their meeting-house. Humanilji^ 
forbade his doing tim on tb^ day assigned for g^9he« 
ral puUie wcHTship, when the peoplemi^t be assem- 
bled in the house; Imt^on another day of the we^ 
he provided him9^ Wtk fire, and wmt tfaidmrk 
To his surprise, he found Friends aasemUed 
i$mej; and qhg of tbenv l^cmuis Loe, j^achiog^ 
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He threw the fire away, went in, sate down be- 
hind the door, and was touched with what he 
heard. His wife asking him, on his return, if he 
had burned the Quaker's meeting-house, he said : 
" No ; but if you will come to meeting with me 
next Sunday, and do not like it, I shall go to 
church with you the Sunday following." 

She accompanied her husband to meeting. 
Thomas Loe again preached. Both John Clib- 
bom and his wife received the truth of his doc- 
trine into their hearts, and became members of 
that society which had been the object of such 
displeasure and dislike. This was about the year 
li658. John Clibbom some time after attended 
a general meeting, in the same meeting-house; 
and perceiving it inconveniently crowded, ad- 
dressed the assembly: ^^fViehds, if you put up 
with this house wyw^ you shall have a larger next 
time." And soon after fulfilled his promise, by 
building, at his own expence, a meeting-house, 
which, with a lot of ground adjoining, for a burial- 
place, he bequeathed to Friends for ever. And • 
in this grave-yard were deposited the remains of 
his wife Margaret, in the year 1661. In 1664 he 
took to wife Dinah EngUsh, daughter of Thomas 
English, of Turphedem, county of Westmeath. 
He was a man of exemplary conduct, generous 
and open-hearted, liberal to the poor of all de« 
nominations, and hospitable, especially to those 
strangars who came on errands of love, preach- 
ing the gospel of peace; useful in his' own sodetyi 
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mid in his neighbourhood^ where he was belored 
and esteemed. His situation, in the time of the 
civil wars in Ireland^ was peculiarly perik>ns; being 
only a few miles from Athlone, where the Irish 
army had estabtished one of their principal gar- 
risons, from whence issued parties which distress- 
ed the country. Thither, also, the Raparees 
brought their prisoners. 

John Clibbom and his friends continued for 
some time, at great hazard, to keep up the meet- 
ing at hb house, where, succouring many, and 
endued with patience and courage, he remained, 
till he was dragged, in the night, by the hair of 
his head, from that home which had afforded an 
asylum to the distressed; but which was now the 
spoil of the plunderer and of the flames. His own 
life was attempted three times, by those blood- 
thirsty men, who, at length, desperate in their 
wickedness, laid his head on a block, and, raising 
the hatchet, prepared to strike the fatal blow. 
He requested a little time. His request was 
granted. The pious man kneeled down, and, in 
the words of the first martyr, prayed that this sin 
n^ght not be laid to their charge. He prayed not 
for his onm Ufe. With the prospect of a better 
world before him, and being harassed and per- 
secuted in this, perhaps he did not wish it to be 
prolonged. 

Just then another party arrived, and enquired, 
"Who have you got there?" The answer was, 
*^ Clibborn." " Clibbom!" re-echoed they: " a 
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hair of hk head shaH hot be toncfaed*'* Thus 
escaping with his life> ^ though stripped ahnost 
ludeed, he wrapped a blanket about him^ presented 
himself before the officer who commanded the 
garrison at Athlone^ ami informed him of the 
treatment he had met with. It is probable that 
some of the mUitary united with the banditti in 
those acts of violence; for the officer desired Jolm 
CBbbom to point out the msn or men who had 
committed this outrage^ and they should be hang- 
ed before his hall-door. This the benevolent suf- 
ferer refused to do ; declaring that, owing them 
no ill-wiQ, he desired not to do them the smallest 
injury, imd that all he wanted was, that his neigh- 
bours and himself might be allowed to live unmo- 
lested. 

This good man saw tranquillity restored to the 
land, and thankfully enjoyed that blessing, which 
those who have witnessed its interruption can best 
a^reciate. He was diligent in attention to reli- 
gious duties, preserved in unity with his friends, 
and in love to aU mankind, to the end of his long 
life; which closed, at the age- of eighty-two, the 
SSid of 5th month, 1705, at his house at Moate 
Gi^noge. 

From accounts received from bis fiunilj. 
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ANTHONY SHARP. 

Akthont Sharp wns bom in Gkmceiterahire} in 
the year 164^2; and in 1665, the minifiHy of Wil- 
liam Dewsbury, at a meeting in Warwick prison, 
so impressed hb mind, as to induce him to join 
the religious society of Friends. He settled in 
Dublin in 1669, and, some time after, spoke in 
public as a minister. At that time there were but 
few Friends in Dublin; dnd those were exposed 
to great sufferings, on account of tithes, and 
other demands, with which, for conscience sake, 
they could not comply. Anthony Sharp was very 
serviceable to them by advice; and his exertions 
on their behalf, with persons in authority, were 
often successful. His house was open, to enter- 
tain his firiends with cordial and cheerful wel- 
come. ^ 

In 1683, he and some other Friends of Dublin 
were thrown into prison, because they continued 
to attend their religious meetings, contrary to the 
orders of government, which prohibited the pub- 
lic meetings of dissenters; and the submission of 
other sects to this order, occasioned increased 
severity towards those who dared not disobey Him 
who ^icouraged the two and three to meet toge- 
ther in His name. 

Industrious in his business, and having justly 
obtained the rqpfttnticm of wisdom aod honesty in 
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his dealings^ Anthcmy Sharp's property augmented 
rapidly. But this dkl not prove a means of chok- 
ing the good seed in his heart: his wisdom and 
his wealth were dedicated to useful purposes^ his 
:friends were benefited by his example and advice^ 
and he contributed largely to the relief of the 
poor. 

His trading concerns occasioned his mixing 
^with persons of various persuasions and tempers^ 
amongst whom he preserved a conduct consistent 
with his profession. His spirit was too manly 
and sincere to permit conformity with customs 
which his principles disallowed; and when the 
conversation was unprofitaUe and frivolous^ he 
endeavoured to lead it to serious and instructive 
subjects. In his public preaching he frequently ad- 
dressed those not of his own profession, being gift- 
ed for that service. He had a good understand- 
ing, ready utterance, and clear delivery, which 
caused his labours of love ^ to be more generally 
acceptable. He left some manuscripts in defence 
of the principles which he professed, and travelled, 
at different times, through this nation, and in 
England. In 1695 he visited Holland, some 
parts of Germany and Denmark, and, some time 
after, Scotiand; and having lived beloved and es- 
teemed, for many years, he finished his course, 
and laid down his head in peace, in the year 
1706, (ftged sixty-four. 

From <« B4ittj*8 Bise and Progress.** 
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JAMES KNOWLES. 

It appears that James Knowles was bom in the 
year 1623. A testimony concerning him is found 
in the records of Carlow monthly meeting. It is 
given forth by the near relations and children of 
his wife> who term him their dear friend and father; 
and as he lived amongst them^ in the county of 
Carlow, after the death of their mother, in 1^0, 
to the time of his own decease, therefore they 
justly remarked, that, from their long and intimate 
acquaintance, they had a true knowledge of him ; 
and they testify their belief, that he was a man 
deeply sensible of the life and power of true re- 
ligion, which seasoned and sanctified his life and 
conversation, and adorned his profession; for he 
was careful to conduct himself as became a ser- 
vant and follower of Christ, whom it is believed 
he served faithfully and sincerely, and was zealous- 
ly concerned for the prosperity of truth and 
righteousness, and for the growth and preserva- 
tion of his friends therein. He was a preacher 
in example more than words, in which he was 
not difiuse ; but his ministry was sound, and many 
were benefited by it. When prevented, by age 
and infirmities, from travelling in the exercise of 
his ministry,' he greatly . delighted to sit with 
Friends in their meetings, and to observe the 
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management of the d^cipline of the society to 
which he belonged ; and though he spoke little 
in meetings of discipline, the fervency of his spirit 
was evident; as was his concern, that whatever 
tended to violate the testimonies which he and 
his friends professed to maintain, should be s^b* 
dued in their hearts, and in his own; rejoicing to 
hear of those who widked steadfastly in the patii 
of duty, and mourning over those who deviated 
from it, whether personally known or unknown to , 
him. 

- He had much enjoyment in the company of 
religious friends; truly loving them, and being be- 
ing beloved by then; ever preferripg others be- 
fore lumself, humble and lowly-mmded, just and 
upright in his dealings, hating every appemrwee 
of evil, and careful to keep his conversation with- 
out blemish. He endured a time of great bodily 
weakness, with much patience; and as he Wved 
the life of the righteous, and walked in the fear of 
his Maker, there is good ground to believe tliat 
^^ died in his favour; laying down his head in 
peace, and departuig from this life, the 25iii of 
8th month, 1707, aged eighty-four. 

Frotm Becords of Curlow monthly meetlog. 



y Google 



— ; 



1S3 



GEORGE NEWLAND. 

George Newland^ the son of George and Su- 
sanna Newlandy of Dublin, was bom about 1690. 
He was one of the wise and happy few who have 
Ofiered the "flower in the bud— no mean sacrifice.** 
The aspirations of hb young and tender heart 
were to Him who said : " Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.'* And when he devi- 
ated from this, and permitted his mind to enter 
into the follies to which childhood is prone, con- 
^qjfcion, sorrow, and repentance followed. He de- 
sired to withdraw from the temptations of thought- 
less companions, to the retirement of the country; 
and was, therefore, sent by his parents, to Sankey 
in Lancashire, and placed under the tuition of 
Gfflbert Thompson. 

So eariy in life as his twelfth year he became a 
preacher, and travelled in the work of the minis- 
try, visiting Friends in the three provinces. Me<it- 
ings were generally large where he came; for sur* 
prise and admiration were excited by beholding 
him, with his childish stature, countenance, and 
voice, stand forth to deliver the solemn truths of 
the gospel, and to exhort those of mature and ad- 
vanced age. Moving by the command of his 
o2 
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great Master^ and endued by Him with a good 
understanding, he was not forward to utter words^ 
without a divine impulse to do so; and his exem- 
plary conversation and innocent deportment gain- 
ed for him the esteem and love of his friends. 

The race of thi$ pious youth was soon run. In 
his nineteenth year his health began to fail; and 
to his anxious mother's enquiry, whether he thought 
he should recover, he replied, that he did not know; 
but, if it was the Lord's will, he had rather die 
than Uve: but added, he durst not desire it. As 
he drew towards his close, it was his great privi- 
lege to be able to say: "I strove to serve the 
Lord in my health, and now I reap the benefit of 
it: I can look forward, and that is a mercy." And 
feeling increasing consolation, added: "Oh! if 
the earnest be so precious, what will the fulness 
be I" He gave sweet counsel to his brother and 
sisters, telling them: " In my health, when I went 
to bed, I did meditate and think upon the fiOrd ; 
and now, in my sickness, 1 find the benefit there- 
of." He tenderly acknowledged the care and 
love of his parents, and expressed his hope of 
their meetmg to part no more. Feeling the pangs 
of death come on, he called for his mother, and 
said: " My dear mother, take it patiently, for 
thou mayst rejoice that I am going." Then de- 
sired all to be, "quiet and still," sent several 
times to know the hour, settled his head on the 
pillow, and, Kke an innocent lamb, sweetly exr 
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pired, the 24th of 8th month, 1708, after an ill- 

ness of three months, aged nearly nineteen. 

I 
From " Piety Promoted," 4th part. 



JOHN WATSON. 

John Watson, bom in the year 1651, came with 
his father into Ireland, in 1658. Those early set- 
tlers ure often called planters. His father was one, 
and Kilconner, in the county of Carlow, became 
the family residence. 

When John Watson was about twenty-two 
years of age, he wad invited to a religious meeting 
of the society of Friends at New Garden. It was 
the first he had attended, and the ministry of John 
Bumyeat so touched his heart, that he joined that^ 
society; and believing he did right in so doing, he 
was enabled to bear the displeasure of his father, 
which was particularly excited by his son's adopt- 
ing their plain mode of speech. It may noro occa- 
'sion some surprise why this should have given 
such oflPence; but our ancient records inform us of 
much suffering on that account having been en- 
dured, from within and from without ; for severe 
conflicts of spirit were experienced, before the will 
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was subdued, so as to fortify the mind tooyercome 
the reluctance to bear the cross in this particular: 
especially as the singular number was formerly used 
in speaking to those of inferior station, persons in 
higher rank, when addressed in this manner, were 
wont to look upon it as denoting disrespect, and, 
accordingly, resented it. Not uncovering the 
head, in salutation to a fellow-creature, also drew^ 
down much displeasure on those who forebore to 
foster that self-complacency which expected that 
outward show of respect from those who withheld 
it, not from lack of good will or courtesy, but from 
the conviction that it was their duty to refrain 
from paying it, believing it originated in pride and 
servility, and tended to encourage these evils. 

In 1674, John Watson married Anne Tomlin- 
son, whose parents had settled in Ireland about 
the time of his father's removal thither. Hb wife 
joined herself to the society of which her husband 
was a member, and both patiently endured the fa- 
ther's remonstrance againi&t his son's dbange of his 
profession of religion; and in these remonstrances 
he was ^seconded by archdeacon Plummer, wlio^ 
finding persuasion unavailing, threatened him with 
a prison; to which threat the pious young man 
replied: " I do not fear it, but urill make ready for 
one;" and thereupon disposed of some of the land 
which he occupied, to lessen his rent and incum- 
brances. 

He Uved in his fieither's house, which, in 167/v 
becoming his own by the decease of his fothei^ 
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a^etiDgs of Friiends were bocasiona% held there^ 
and regularly establi^ed bi 1678; wlwch gave 
gr^tt off^i(» to the ar^idea^^n, and to the bii^hop 
of Leighlin and Ferns ; who, aueing him for refiisiiig 
to cbntribuie to the repairs of the parish worship- 
bouse at Fenagh, obfanied a writ against him^ 
wUcfa the archdeaeon told him^ should not be put 
piforee^ if he weidd biit submit to them, and not 
aBow meetings in his house: and on his refusal to 
accedie to those terms, he ordered him to prison, 
GrueQy adding: " Thei^e he shall lie till he rots." 
He* was a prisoner abov^ two years, with the ad- 
dition of suffering in his property, under pretence 
pf an escape, because the sheriff had sometimes 
granted hite -liberty to visit his own homei To 
that home and to liberty he was at lei^th restored, 
and found it was allotted to him to do, as well as 
io su^r. Hi the cause of righteousness ; for in 1696 
he found it was his duty to preach the gospel, and 
in that seirice he took' several journeys into 
England, and throitghthis hatk)n; having meetings 
in remote places, where none of his religious pro- 
feeslon^ resided. , He wfis also z^lously concerned 
fof th0 support of ttie discipline estabHshed 
amongst Friends, and for good order in their fa- 
milies; in which he gdVe the etam^ of ruling 
#^ his own house, and, in th^ spirit of love, keep^ 
iiig his children iii Uiiit Objection which tended to 
p«om#^ their own hap]^ineSi^* As he was an 
afifectiiitoate faih^, so he Was a tender and kind 
kiisband to a worthy wife; and thej united in 
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humUe submission to the will of the great Di»> 
poser^ while they drank of a cup which^ had it not 
been palliated by resignation^ parental feelings 
would have found very bitter. 

Their daughter Elizabeth accompanied a minis- 
tering woman Friend in her journey to the pro- 
vince of Ulster ; and there^ remote from her pa- 
rents^ sickened of tlie small-pox. On receiving 
diis information, her father went to her. The 
state of the roads and posts at diat tfme did not 
permit the anxious mother to receive regular intel- 
ligence of her situation ; and her child's death was 
first announced to her by the sight of her husband 
returning^ accompanied by his daughter's horse, 
with her clothes tied on the side-saddle. The 
mother stood a while silent, and then bore thi9 
testimony, honourable to her children, and con- 
soling to herself: " I have had ten children, and 
not one bad one!" Elizabeth Watson died in the 
year 1712, at the house of William Gray of Bally- 
hagen, in the ^th year of her age. 

John Watson was naturally of a mild and affik-> 
ble temper, yet he was firm in opposing any ten- 
dency to violate those testimonies, the supporting 
of which led to humility and self-denial. 

His last illness continued about three months, 
in which time he was often exercised in fervent 
prayer to the Almighty^ giving praises to his holy 
name for his favours and mercies towards him, 
and testifying resignation to his holy will, saying : 
<^ If the Lord have not a further service forme^I 
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aiti \dlling to die. I bless God I have a peaceful 
eonscience. My good Grod hath all along been, 
my strength, my stay, my song and salvation.'' 
He was pleased to see his friends, and had often a 
word of tender advice to them, especially to the 
youth, for whose preservation he was much con- 
cerned ; and addressing a young minister, he thus 
advised him: ^^ Be sure keep low in thy mind, and 
Kttle in thy own eyes ; yet be not fearful, but of a 
believing heart. Look not much at others, nei- 
ther be dismayed at the frowns of any, but mind 
truth in thyself. I have ever found that my peace 
and safety.'* 

Looking tenderly upon his children, he said: " I 
leave you to the Lord; and if you love him above 
aU, he will be your God, as he has been mine." 
He exhorted his wife, children, and servants, to 
treasure up the memory of those seasons in which 
their minds participated together of the influence 
of good. He exhorted them to live in love, and 
the Lord of love would bless them as they kept 
near him; adding: "O Lord! thou knowest I 
have always depended upon thee, and thou hast 
never failed me." When the near approach of 
death caused his voice to be scarcely audible, he 
was engaged in advising one of his friends to 
guard against the snares of wealth, to content 
himself with the sufficiency which was granted 
him, to keep in humility, and to devote to the ser- 
vice of the Lord that good understanding which 
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had been given b|ai. Tq another he tfans . Q9i<n 
pressed himself: ^ My heart is united to thee» and 
to all faithAil Friends, 83 Jom^than's. Was to Dib^ 
▼id." And sleeping litde or none the last night of 
his life, he was fe|*vent in prayer oa, behalf of their 
small meeting, and that Friends nnght be. pr^^erv- 
ed a growing people. " Oh! happy," said the 
dying man, '* is that man or woman that hath 
their work done in their day. I have nothing to 
do but to die, and offer up my soul to the Lord/* 
And agam: " I have done, and go in peace with 
my God." In this hiq>py state his purified spirit 
was released, the 19th of 1st Month, 1710, at his 
house in Kilconner, in the sixtieth year of his 
age. 

His son Samuel thus bears witness to the cha- 
racter of his dece^ed father: " When I consider 
his grave and solid deportment in his family, his 
great care for our welfare, and good advice to us 
in tenderness of spirit, when young in years; as 
also his earnest concern for the growth of truth, 
and preservation of those who professed it, my 
spirit is tenderly affected with a sense of the loss, 
which both we of his family and the church also 
sustain, by the removal of so kind and tender a 
father and faithful friend." 

His widow long survived him, closing an inno- 
cent, exemplary, and useful Ufe, in the house of 
her son, S^amud Watson, at Kilconner, in the year 
1744, aged mnety-seven. 

From ««Btttt7*fKi8e«BdProgieis,** andaMS* 
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ELIZABETH HERITAGE. 

Elizabeth Heritage was bom in Leicestershire, 
in England, in the year 1638. She came with her 
.first husband^ Arthur Church, into Ireland, in 
the year 1657, living for the most part in Queen's 
County. Both joined the society of Friends. 
She became a widow, and in 1674 married 
Ephraim Heritage, and settled with him at New 
Garden, in the compass of Carlow monthly meeting. 
She had several children, some of whom she out- 
lived. Her services in public and private life, from 
youth to age, are testified of by her friends. She 
was concerned to exhort in meetings for worship, 
in few words, but which were edifying to the, 
honest-hearted; and her example coincided with 
the doctrines which her ministry inculcated ; ad- 
vising to perseverance in the narrow path^of truth 
and simplicity, and affectionately inviting the youth 
to turn their steps into that way. She had a kind, 
honest, liberal heart ; was a diligent attender of 
meetings, both at home and those at a distance ; 
and when under the afiliction of a tedious illness 
and bodily pains, her spirit was sustained with pa- 
tience and resignation, the consciousness of hav- 
ing done her duty, and the feelings of the Divine 
presence continued to her from her early youth to 
her last days; and an assurance was granted her of 
an entrance into a blessed and eternal rest. Her 
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expressions of those feelings oraiforted and en* 
couraged her mourning friends and fitmily^ who 
were painftilly sensiMe of th^ approadiing loss; 
a loss which they knew would be widely felt. She 
was preserved^ in this sweet serenity of mind till 
the last, and in this state departed, 2d of 11th 
month, 1714, aged seventy-six. 

From Records of CbtIow Monthly Meeting. 



JOHN CHAMBERS. 

John Chambers^ bom in 1676, was a native of 
Scodand. He resided in Dublin the last sixteen 
years of his life. His talents were dedicated to 
the Giver of them, in early youth; and, being 
faithful to the manifestations of duty, he became 
a preacher, in which service he sometimes travel- 
led abroad, but was chiefly engaged in that city 
where he had fixed his residence. He was zea- 
lous in exhorting against an inordinate love of 
lawful things; and that those who had received 
from their honourable parents a careful education, 
should not depend on outward appearances, but 
endeavour to feel in themselves that which led to 
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ednsisteiK^* He was wdl qpuMed to take an ao- 
tife part in Ae discipline of the society: sharp m 
reproof to wilfid and obrtinate dnners, bat com* 
passionate to those who» having slipp^ through 
weakness or sadden temptation, were hnmbled 
under a sense of dieir transgression. He de- 
parted this life in peace, 1714, agedthirty-dght 

From " Buttj*! Bi^ and Progrwa.'* 



SARAH BAKER. 

Sarah Peyton was bom at Dudley in Worces- 
tershire, and at the age of twenty-one, being obe- 
dient to holy requlrings, became a preacher; and, 
in the exercise of her ministry, laboured not only 
at home, but in Ireland and America. She after- 
wards married Samuel Baker of Dublin, an 
honest-hearted Friend, and resided in that city 
for the most part of her remaming time; where she 
was very serviceable in many respects, both as a 
minister justly esteemed, and in meetings for con- 
ducting the discipline of the society, in relieving 
the poor, and visiting the sick and a£9icted in body 
and mind. When her natural strength declined. 
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JMrJBwaad0trfaBgtb^I.wtifiyI; and at.lieir 4e- 
fartcM ftoitL ttns wfiirld) ihe was bonforted by At 
«v]deiloeofpeaoe:wiai4lKLdi«L Slie died 171^ 

From '< Sut<^» Bhe and Pr<igre«b" 



WILLIAM WATSON. 

William Watson was bom at Crane, in the 
county of Wexford, in the year 1687, of parents 
who were of the society of Friends, and who were 
careful of his education, as he thus acknowledges, 
in a letter dated 1707: "Dear parents, I hope I 
shall never be umnindfiil of your great care to me, 
which ye have often, yea, always made me a sharer 
of; and though we be often outwardly separated, 
yet I hope the Lord, whom, in sincerity, according 
to my measure, I desire always to serve, will keep 
n$ in such a frame of mind, that we shall be near to 
him, and to one another.'* 

At sixteen years of age he came forth in the 
ministry, in which (thus Friends belonging to his 
monthly meeting have recorded of him) "he was 
careful to wait for the motion of the word of life; 
so that he grew in his gift, and became an able 
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nitaaltet of ibk go«pel of CStrilt." And fbrtiliM^ 
ib^j bear wkneas to hb sound,, deliberate, weiglitjr 
doctrine; the t^ider firapae (dispirit in which he 
ddiv^red it ; the sweetness of that life and powec 
attending his ministry, and his £^^icy in prayer ; 
adding: '* He had not only a gift for the ministry, 
but was also well qualijBied for the discipline ; hay- 
ing a due respect to faithful elders, loving and af- 
fectionate to the brethren, zealously concerned for 
peace and unity among Friends, and that bad^^^ 
sliders might be admonished, and judgm^it set 
over the heads of transgressors, according to the 
good order of the gospel, yet very desirous of their 
return." His mild and graye deportment begot a 
good esteem amongst 14s neighbours. 

He travdl^d as a minister several times in his 
native country, once in Scotland, and three times 
in some parts of England ; his faithful dedication 
i^ording great comfort to his parents, and to his 
uncle John Watson, (mentioned in this work,) but 
it was not permitted them to enjoy, to the end of 
their days, the satisfaction of his society, and to 
leave one after them, whose example might benefit 
another generation; for in a letter to his mother, 
he endeavours, in a solemn and tender manner, to 
prepare her for the afflicting communication, and 
proceeds: ^^And now, my dear and affectionate 
mother, I shall give thee to understand, that I have 
been for some days past but weakly, chiefly occa- 
sioned^ I think, by spitting of blood, which is now 
atc^ped for lull twenty-four houra past, or more. 
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■iftd I am much easier than I was* I may also let , 
thee know that the Ahnighty, whose gracious arm*^ 
hath been near to me firom my youth, and under* 
neath in all my troubles, hds been mercifully with 
me in this illness, sweetening my soul with his- 
wonted goodness and loying-kindness, making the 
soul td triumph over death and the grave, in the 
power of an endless life: my heart with humility 
desires to give him the praise, whom I can truly 
say I have desired faithfiilly to serve, in the gospel 
of his dear son, according to my measure. Give 
my dear love to my father and sisters. I desire 
the Lord's blessing may rest upon them. Tell 
Aem to live loose to this worid, and the things 
thereof, and near to truth, and make ready for 
dieir changeb My dear love is to all Friends in 
that county, amongst whom I have often laboured, 
and discharged my duty, as far as I know, both to 
old and young, faithful and unfaithful: let them 
take heed how they slight counsel. So, dear mo- 
ther, shall salute thee in tender love, hoping, in the 
will of God, to see thee once more in that county. 
^' I am thy loving, affectionate son, 

" WiLLUM Watson." 

The above was dated 1715, the last year of his 
life; his distemper making a gradual progress, 
sapping his strength and withering his youth, but 
oppressing not hb spirit, which, more and niore 
purified, overflowed in written and oral communi- 
cations, to the instruction and consolati<m of his 
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friends. He was, in the time of health, a diligent 
attender of meetings, and observant of the hour 
appointed; and when his weakness prevented his 
leaving his house, Friends, at his request, occasion- 
ally met there, to their mutual comfort ; and at 
times he appeared amongst them in a few tender 
words, declaring his resignation to the will of God, 

. and advising to a circumspect waiting upon the 
Lord. 

The men's meeting being held at his hpuse a 
few days before his death, after it was over he 
desired some Friends would come into his cham- 
ber, and being supported in his bed, he took his 
last farewell, thus : " Dear Friends, we have had 
many sweet seasons together, and now we are near 
to take leave of one another; wherefore I desire 
your continued care over the church of Christy 
and you can never be careful over the church of 
Christ, unless you are first careful of yourselves, as 
the apostle Paul said, when he was taking leave of 
the elders of the church: * Take heed unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the 

" Holy Ghost hath made you overseers.' " He also 
advised Friends to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God; and added: ^^In your 
men's meetings be not too full of words, neither 
usurp authority one over another, or strive who 
shall be greatest there; but dwell low, dwell hum- 
ble : walk in humility, and God Almighty be with 
you and with your families." 
In this mamier he parted with his dear companionSt 
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whose heartfi were sorrowful at the prospect of the 
approaching separation^ and melted urith a tender 
sense of the divine virtue which influenced th^ 
counsels of their dying friend, who departed t\d^ 
life the 2M of the 13th Month, 1715, m, the 
twenty-ninth year of his age. 

From a MS. 



MARGARET HOARE. 

Margaret Satterthwaite was married to Joseph 
Hoare, of Cork. She i^peats to have been aa 
eminent minister of the gospel^ and to have fre- 
quently travelled on this account,, both in England 
and Ireland, and also iso have had meetings wi^ 
thQse not of hear pwn profession . otf religion. Aft 
home she was serviceable in Tisiting. families, and 
}n other offices itecessary in the discipline, of the 
society. She wa^ a, kin4.mOth€3: to h^ luisbandVi 
chfldr^n of a former mamagcu as well as to hor 
own, and wa9^repaidvby;tlieirjdutiful affection. In 
h^ last rickness sAle: etidently triumphed met 
4fi^hf.receivingtheviB]to9f her fronds is mudi 
love, pressing it upon than to sedc after, and hm 
(h^ Iford above all, arid hot permit thrir ninds^io 
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be incumbered wi& fading and transitory ot^edlM ; 
but to live so that they might see their way, and 
be ready and willing to do what the Lord might 
jplease to require of them; tenderly and humb^ 
adding, that she could, in great humility, thankfiiK 
ness, and reverence, say, that she could not charge 
herself with having declined any journey or sef- 
vice th^t the Lord required of her: ^' which," said 
she, '^is now my great comfort, in this the time of 
my weakness." To Joseph Pike, her brother by 
affinity, she said : " My dear brother, I have loved 
thee very dearly in the truth, ever since our first 
acquaintance, and my soul hath been neady united 
to thine by the Lord's spirit, in which our love^ 
ynion, and fellowship hath stood. We must part; 
but in a litde time we shall meet again, never to 
part more." Thus, clothed with love and resigna- 
tion, and in full assurance of eternal happiness, she 
passed away, in the 1st month, 1717—18. 

From ^Buttj't Rise and Progress,** and << Piety Promoted,** 
6th Part 



ROBERT HOOPE. 

Robert Hoope, of Lurgan, bom 1639, was edtt« 
cated a Protestant, according to the church c£ 
England : he was a native of Yorkshire, and cami^ 
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into Ireland in the year 1660. Having entertained 
doubts respecting religious matters, he met with 
^Thomas Loe, an eminent preacher among the re^ 
ligious society ©f Friends, and was convinced of 
^be truth of the doctrine he declared, and joined 
himself to that people ; and, in consequence of so 
doing, underwent persecutions by imprisonment, 
and a variety of sufferings. He became a minis- 
ter, and was faithful in the exercise of his gift ; 
more distinguished by life and power than by elo- 
quence. He was a plain, sound-hearted man, free 
firom ostentation, a peace-maker, a true disciple 
and follower of Jesus in self-denial, and preferring 
Ihe glories of his heavenly kingdom before the 
perishing riches of this world. He gave a sign^ 
proof of this, in the latter part of his life, having, 
for twenty years before his decease, when his 
health and capacity might have allowed him to 
pursue the affairs of this life with a prospect of in- 
creasing riches, separated himself from the incum- 
braiicesr of the world, leading a life of solitude, 
meditation> and devotedness to the service of his 
Maker. 

He died in the year 1719, in the 80th year of 
bis age. 

From " Butty'8 Hise and Progreaa." 
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JOHN EXHAM. 

John Exham, born in 1630, in the county of 
Kerry, was a military man. He laid down bis 
sword^ and joined the peaceable society of FriendBy 
in the year 1658. He was engaged in pubUfr 
ministry; and imparted to the small gathmngs of 
Friends in those early days^ that sound and wholes 
some doctrine which he was commissioned by hia 
heayenly Master to declare. About the year 
1667, his head covered with sackcloth and ashes^ 
he proclaimed repentance and amendment of life 
through the streets of Cork : for thb he was baOf* 
prisoned, yet in 1698 he performed the like ser- 
vice, t 
He lived at Charleville, in the county of Cork, 
where the arl of Orrery, in the reign of Charles !!• 
resided in great splendour, and too often, in 
his magnificent mansion, hospitality degenerated 
into riot and excess. During one of those seascm^ 
of merriment, JohnExham believed it was requir- 
ed of him to go to the great house; and his mo- 
tions being observed, a crowd followed, desirous 
to discover his business there. He appealed be- 
fore the revellers, called them to repentance, and 
foretold that the stately scene of their festivity 
should become a habitation for the fowls of the 
air.* The servants of the nobleman, hearing and 
resenting this denunciation, were aboi^t to turn 
John Exham out of the house, whidi their master. 
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of gender manners^ and perhaps impressed by the 
awfiil prophecy, forbadei and desired that the 
honest man should not be interrupted. Haying 
delivered his message, the prophet withdrew, but 
soon returned, and calling for the earl, thus ad** 
dressed him: ^^ Because thou hast been kind and 
loving to the servant of the Lord, the evil shall 
iK)t be in thy days." After the earl*s death, in the 
times of civil commotion, this superb dwelling was 
so much desdated by fire, that it Uterally became 
a habitation for the fowls of the air, who built 
their nests within the deserted walls *•" 

At the time of the struggle between James II. 
and William III. John Exham was one of the 
many unoffending suflferers. Officers of th6 Irish 
army were quartered in his house. It was this 
good man's daily practice (and no business nor 
GompsLoy prevented it) to spend some time in re- 
tn*^nent in his closet; and this was a subject of 
ridicule for those thoughtless men, who were en- 
jpying the comforts of his house. It is related, 
that one morning, coming out of his place of medi- 
tation, the principal officer, disregarding the so- 
lidity of his countenance, began, as usual, to deride 
hnn; but John, looking steadfastly upon him, 
flftid: ''By this time to-morrow, not one of you 
wffl be here to afflict my soul." The man, con- 
founded at this, went to the governor, and inform- 



• See '(Ruttj's Bise and Progress of the People called 
Qttakeii, in Indand,** p. 994. 
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^ him of it; tipoR which he sent a file of mus- 
keteers to bring the Friend before him, and when he 
appeared, queried of him whether he had used the 
expression imputed to him. John Exham said be 
had; and being questioned what cause he had for 
saying so, answered, that it had been manifested to 
him in his silent waiting upon the Lord. Upon 
this he was dismissed as an enthusiast. That day 
was the battle of the Boyne; after which an express 
was sent to the Irish army to quit CharleviUe, and 
throw their force into Limerick; and before John 
arose the following morning, his guests had aU 
left his house. 

In the year 1710, bdbg the eighty-first year of 
his age, and when almost blind, John Exham gave 
a singular instance of the fervour and constancy of 
his love to his brethren, by performing a religious 
visit to most of the fiumhes of Friends throughout 
Ae nation, in the course of which there occurred 
another instance of his prophetic spirit. Sitting in 
a Friend's family, he informed them that there was 
among them a youth, upon whom the Lord would 
pour forth his spirit, and that he should visit 
several nations. This was accompUshed, by the 
dedication of a young man then present, who, be- 
Cmxmg a minister, exercised his gift to the edifi- 
cation of the churches both at home and abroad** 

This excefient old man was beloved by his 
finaiidd alid neighbours, his Hfe and conversation 

• Ste ^nuitft Sise and Brogreif," «e. p. 284. 
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being that of one who walked in innocency. He 
was just in his dealings, compassionate to the dis- 
tressed, and seldom missed an opportunity of giv- 
ing good counsel. He was a minister sixty years, 
and died in 17^1, in his ninety^second year. 



ALEXANDER SEATON. 

Alexander Ssaton, a native of Scotland, born 
about the year 165S, at the age of nineteen be- 
came one of the society of Friends; the exem- 
jdary conduct of his relatives, Alexander Forbes 
and his wife, who were of that profession,, having 
had such an influence over his miiid, that he 
joined in communion with them; and was confirm- 
ed in his choice, by a "dispute to which he was 
witness, in which Robert Barclay and George 
Keith defended theit religio.us prificiples against 
c^posers, in the year 1676, 

Alexander Seaton was soon called' upon to be 
a sufferer for the faith which he professed; being 
committed to prison, in his native town of Aber- 
deen, with many other Friends, and confined 
there nineteen months. While in this prison-; 
house he found it his duty to preach the gospel, 
in which service he was engaged the remainder of 
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his life, and trsvdledi on that account, in Great 
Ibitain and Ireland. 

He settled in GinsgofWy after his marriage; 
where, not only the rude mnltitude, but the ma- 
gistrates, treated Friends so cruelly in their meet- 
ing-houses, and by dragging them to prison, that 
the lives of the sufierers were endangered thereby. 
Alexander believed it right for him to bear in this 
place a share of their burdens, and to endeavour 
to strengthen, comfort, and encourage his friends, 
under the persecutions which then [H-evailed; and 
having been instrumental in overcoming those diC- 
ficulties, and meetings being held with less dis- 
turbance, he left Glasgow, and, in the year 1699, 
removed to Ireland, and settled at HiOsborough, 
in the county of Down, where he was of much 
service, both in doctrine and discipline. Though 
a scholar, he made no display of his learning; but 
humbly and faithfully laboured, according to the 
command of Him by whom he was commissioned 
to go forth. Thus was he enabled to assist in 
difficult cases, which occurred in church-discipline, 
and to defend his religious principles when they 
were attacked. He was Uttle engrossed by worldly 
pursuits, his conversaticm ^d deportment exem- 
plary and consistent with , his religious profession, 
his words few; and he gave some part of his time, 
daily, to religious retirement. Thus was his spirit 
prepared to endure the pain and weakness, which, 
by indisposition, afflicted his latter days, saying: 
H 
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afflictions will have an end. Jcb^nmihsad ftoLt^ 
it,, aj(|4) bi^ ^n4a,^rQ ii^steken,.in tbatitheju^d 
Q(^(^^c^v9.t)iat^.ttte I^ord did aflUotmaa without^ 
a m^^i c^usft« Tb^ LordihaAb been goodt to me^ 
ffptfk B^. cbildbopdt b^ bogfO) to placa bisi fe^- 
'm iqy h^vt very, eariy. Tbe- luocd. netvcr? fialti 
^^^i'^hp tmst^in blm: be itiU, be ivitb. them^ 
to, 4^ath^ iMid tibxQUgb d«^ unto etemilyu Eear, 
Go^ft. afid serv^ bm^ prefer bis fear bofoce alb 
tj^j^s/' Aod to hisMrifei ''Mydear^ tbe Losdi 
i8^^>%b<er to tbe /i^bei^^si^.and a husband ta the- 
isrjidpw, A^t; 1qv0, and. fear. I^m; thfirefisire be can* 
ten^, an4 r^s^gn^ to .the. wi^ o£ the Lordi" 

Oi^.ber etyivAm^ if any. thing troubled biniy at. 
to tl^ Sje^lUig of: 1^9 affaura or children, be j»id : 
*' No ;, the gif^t^ triouble that attends me^ is to^ 
part with;tbt€te, who > hast been.made a. blessing to* 
t^^ family." Some : of Jiis friends, comii^- to visit 
hV9h^ h^ WAS. ask€4 if he^ knew them. Hasaid^' 
'^ I do. v0ry wqU^ but it is a trouble to me to spe^k^. 
b^t all i3j welli ai^ will be everlastingly welL'^ 
Thus, in great peacetaqd'quietness, dedaxing that 
h^ had partaken of the earnest of that joy which 
sbP.uld mYi^K have, an end, he de^paxtei this lifiv 
ii\,tb0 Ut^miiuitb, 1T23, about the seventy-first 
y^^. of bis age» and fortyrseventh of his ministry* 

F^wn «' Itu^f7> Bjae and Pn>gr««." 
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JOHN BARCROFT. 

JbiHN Bakcboft was bom near RosenalHs, in the 
Queen's County, in the year 1664, of religious 
pssents, who had joked the society of Friends 
about the tune of his birth, and came, to settle in 
Lxland a^few years he(oire4 When he was about 
five years old, he accompanied his moAer to a 
meeting for worship, held in WSliam fklmund^' 
soii'^ hoiise^ where the ministry of Samuel 
Thornton touched the tender heart of this little 
dlSd. His feelings were such as surprised him^ 
sel^ and, on the way home, he imparted them to 
Us mother. His surprise was increased by see- 
ing her melt into tears, at the account which he 
gave— tears of gratefid sensation; for no greater 
joy can religious parents have, than to know that 
Ihdr children are sensible^ to the impressions of 
Dtvine r^ard. 

I£b parents removed to the King's County, in 
1673, where there wiks no meeting ; but other 
Friends settlingin the neighbourhood, near Eden- 
deny, soon after, a meeting was- established, and 
fadd for some time at his fiuher's house, which 
the vkks of ministering Fri^ids from England 
'Wttre^instnimenlal tO' increase; as many who came 
ta;heor then, were convinced of the tratb of their 
H J? 
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doctrine. John Barcroft was often sent to invite 
their neighbours, on those occasions^ and, being 
a child in years, knowing his own weakness, and 
diffident in speaking on religious subjects, he was 
fearful, and solicitous how he should reply to 
questions which might be put to him; yet his an- 
swers to such questions were admired at, not onfy 
by others, but by himself, who was sensible diat 
wisdom superior to his own had furnished them. 
This wisdom he sought and depended upon, and 
not on his own understanding. Thus, hun^y 
and carefully walking, seeking the company of 
honest Friends, marvelling that his was so accept- 
able to them, and freely permitted by his pareots 
to go with ministers to distant meetings, his early 
youth passed hapjHly, preserved from yielding to 
temptations incident to that age. Yet even h^re 
there was a danger; a danger of sitting down con« 
tentedly, and sinking into self-complacency. This 
he felt, and against this he craved tkat assistance 
which is never withheld from those who seek it 
in sincerity; yet his conflict of mind was great, 
before he attained that confidence in Divine fa- 
vour, which alone could give him comfort. 

His parents, being far advanced in years, were 
desirous that he shpuld marry in their life-time. 
Elizabeth Tibbs was the young woman to whom 
hi^ affections indiiied; and having weightily con- 
sidered this important matter, and looked for 
.4li]£ction from Him who endueth with wisd<»n 
to direct, he applied, ^giiined the consult of all 
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cmeenied^ aiid was uinted to the' object of his 
dioice in 1685. In a few years they experienced 
die distress which arose irom the citM commotions 
in: ^liis nation, in which tiiey lost most of thek 
Monies, and other cattle ; and while the plunderers 
made repeated visits to them, Elizabeth Barcrofl 
iftieii enquired if they had taken sdl, hoping, when 
all was gone, to be relieved from this distress. 
Depressed and alarmed, as were both husband 
and wife, the spirits of both sunk not at the same 
^time^ thus one was enabled to cheer the other, 
*«ad thfls they esteemed a favour from their greiit 
-Protector. Thus says John Barcroft's narrative: 
** After our stock was mostly gone, the Ulster- 
Irish came in great numbers, spreading over the 
country, like a disorderly camp, filling our houses 
^di their officers, without order of billets; and 
many dying of a violent fever that was amongst 
them, were buried in ditches. Yet in all those peril- 
ous times, except one first day of the week, we 
diUgefitly kept up and attended our religious 
meetings for the worship of Almighty God; and 
bis bowing, tender power, was often eminently en- 
joyed, to the comfort of our drooping spirits. 
But on the said first-day that we staid from meet- 
ing, (not thinking it safe to leave our servants with 
the throng of Irish officers in the house, and the 
. eaiftp near us,) I viewed the guestsi as they were 
akttng about my table; and the remembrance of 
my ancient, honouraUe friends, that had sat about 
it, came fresh into my mind, and I cried in my 
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Afittt unto the Lo94» ^hiSkJremr^me Huh j 
Again? and latiBiYeianyMmwex, I d&oidd. Thin 
I' j^Mmad leo^renant whh ^fae L<u^cl9 >&iU;f if he 
'Woidd bring it to pass, I would ^lerve him all wf 
icU^^i aoeer^g to Aeability he-wovld be pleanS 
togifemie.'^ 

The ttiBudt inoraiainig, fire and^jagiwrd opfaii 

ing devastation timiiigh the ^ountry^ and hia atdflk 

iMady g(Mi^^ Jehn«iBarcn>ft^mtioi«ed^to(the neiil^ 

'bourheed of -Dublin, for a few mcmths^ butre- 

ftudogAdvimti^gaous ofifars niad0 <to him, in cafte 

iG£ his remakiing'ihere, he retoined ^en the w^r 

wm^ver^ aad settled at AddiiU, near ffdendeny, 

though <the .nu^ks of ^esehN^cm were fAeve, part 

4Jt the townbumty and manyxif hi& firiendfi deiMly 

or scattered. Wffluun Qbandlee, alone remaiiied, 

who had passed ^die.^i^nter, ^th hb &nifly, ialiis 

windmill; and h|s and ^tFobn Barerefi's famSies 

.met together for some iime^ bef<^re 4uiy j€iined 

them. But he says, ''I was e«niestly concemad 

4o fadpniai^ Frioids.to places to idwell in, whiA 

'was an enjar^meiit to the meeting, and comfort 4o 

jne; and ma^y heavenly, eemfiNdaUe seasons we 

have had therein, the glory of the Lord shimi^ 

dbariy amoQgst U94 praiaes be .gir^n to :his great 

name!'* 

bi the year IG^ John'Bareiroft Arst ajqpeared 
.as a adnistei^ aftet mai^ struggles in his nuad, 
^ between the^iiede6ty md dtf&deoae of his natane, 
Jbis feaBB i9f lipBiog mlo tiie enwr of irords withmt 
iifei, and his dittad 4>f disobeying the heMren(y 
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"Md hid now to tvavid jArosd^ on evnuids <^ 
40re» ttidy'tfft^ mkii^' several Biaetkigskbii^^wii 
diibd, £&at Us dbty to go to Engiand, >on Jike 9eiu 
<vite» mlhout Itnowing of raiy <)biiipiiiion. H^ 
^mxMtglkdisftlmrei be^ eKratted./fipoiiiiiU8ttinii^- 
afcito|^and:iw&» iderigoo s the •mnknihoidd be tnlK- 
-fittfi^ >to :)flc»ie ^ablar iend rmoie -eaiterienced'SMP- 
nmt; 'bill; he /feund it ws Uis^wn buBineeg, raid 
-he CB^/Bxed 'iqpon k, mudt eottifoarted^by l^cnaos 
HmSkoaln crndpatsy to Ikmdov^ but lie ^lem dUigtd 
to'kmve bam there^ However, o<herf muds '^Mitt 
«iiii:bimtodi£fefeiit'meHiiig84 and, intbe^eoliiiie 
*€tf Ibis jonrnej^ lie jmuB a saftkfaetory^iHfiit'to'fais 
Jtaorin Daniel Barnard, of Sb^ffield, tvbis Hrhh 
JHB fiohfly/.soihe years aftec, joined Frienda. 

On hk xdtuvn, he nwt wi& ^hig frimid Ittintnafi 
WUabn, 'Uae9qplx;todfy;randtt]nis:he deaoK^ (their 
aifieclioiiale meelsBg: " We aaet to oiir ^eat Ixno- 
^Cwt, aeqnaiiitiilg eadi other, how. we. Iiad fiured, 
JiMi ^adtieito find thankagmlig io the liOfed God, 
-tfUid Mo the LatnbXihrist Jeatcvwho bad dcommtiftd 
^la wtorthy to be cohoemed in |>iibhabuig the goah 
^ of life «iid sfdv^iti&n;' 

After staymg awhSe ^together, ihey ilei^u»ted 
^iffLm, *fer thet^ospdi's aabo, both dretunlkig htoie 
Htmse^ «t iihe sa^e ^time: ^ey ^ere neighbours, 
^mi <hiioh tunited. ^i bad ^eat apBhingB^" says 
j John ^MTcroj^ " in^he^^imfe of this journey, both 
n<4<ic^nBeand«d]oei]^We» ^ latter beiaigtgreitfb^ 
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wanted in many places; and my epbit txavafleil 
deeply, that good order might be s^ up mi 
maintained in the church of Chrkt, and disorder 
kept out." This was in the year 1700. He was 
engaged frequently in labours of tins kind^ in tins 
nation and in England^ hb dear wife encouragh^ 
him therein; and afterwards, becoming a nubiator 
herselfi she sometimes accompanied Irim in those 
journeys. Another interview with his cousin .Bas^ 
nard, after they had joined his society^ he,giimi 
this account of: " Upon seemg each other ovor 
hearts were mightily broken; so that, for some 
time, we could say nothing, but sate- dowi^ 
, and tears of joy flowed firom us. After awluk^ 
we spoke one to another, of the great lov^ 
and mercy of God in Jesus Christ, extended 
to them and their iamify, and in making me 
instrumental for their good; the Lord having 
been pleased to turn them from darkness, to tibe 
light of Christ in their own hearts, and to caH 
some of tham, as at the deventh hour of their 
day. Mary, their daughter, particularly expresih 
ed her ha\4ng benefited greatly by my form^ 
visit, when she was about twelve years old ; bekig 
occupied often after vnth religious Uioi^hts, and 
greatly desirous to see me again." 

John Barcroft underwent the trial of loedi^ two 
diildren, while he was firom home, at di&rent 
periods of time. These afflictions, though pa- 
tiently, home, were deeply felt; for the natunA 
affections are not deadened in the pious heart, 
however it may be enabled to keep them in sub* 
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Ar&iafioii. Of tbis good man it is testified, that 
^ few, if any, exceeded him in love and teiiderness 
as a husband, in care and afiection as a father, 
or in gendenesa and equUy as a master." A na- 
tive me^ness and courtesy of manners, united to 
a good and cultirated understanding, fitted him 
Ibr the office of peace-maker; an office which he 
idirays sincerely, and often successful^ exercised. 
He was compassionate to the poor, and, having no 
aiconsid^*able portion of. medical skill, was very 
servicec^l^ to his neighbours in that respect; 
prompt to visit the sick, to comfort die afilicted, 
and assist with his sound judgment, those who 
stood in need of advice. Thus lived and died 
this worthy and amiable man, being called away 
by a short illness. He lay in sweet composure, 
saying, his life was shortening fast; desired those 
about him to be still, and, as one falling asleep, 
gently departed from life, the 24th of 1 1th month, 
1783, in the sixtieth year of his age. 

Solicitous for the comfort and accommodation 
of his wife, in the circumstance of her out-living 
him, John Barcrof); built a house for her in Balli- 
tore, where he had made a purchase of lands, and 
where her only surviving daughter, Deborah, was 
settled, with her husband, Henry Fuller. Hither 
Elizabeth Barcroft removed, on the death of her 
husband, and here she spent the remainder of her 
life. When the pains and weakness of apprbach- 
ing dissolution laid hold, of her, she besought her 
H 3 
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daughter audi grand'-diiBxen to tesf^tan A&rgA^ 
vererendy adding, Aat she ^was iiil}yii8iiiix«d df 
her wellnbmg, and saw nethhig in her wf^, being 
vdioEy resigtied to the "wiH of Chid. She'enfcnacvd 
die duty fsrf jrincere 'resignation and ofoedienee^ 
saying, Bisobediemse caused a long wildeviDBsat 
and desired that mnae nght neglect ihe wotk^ 
tiiair ffidvation, xm consifleratitm x)f iimr ypaHh:; 
for^hiey&iKwnothowtdhdrt their'timeindrisia^- 
eertam woild might be. She expressed hsr lome 
to her soiiJin4aw, iienry Fidar, i^rhose hodSjr 
afflictions had ofihen eoccited her ^^mpathy.; and 
wisely and tendet^^oqunselted^her grandnshiidMa, 
acknowledged the goodness of her Creatiir, whksh 
«heihad experienced from the age of eight yMcB 
to that time^ and aaid: ''It is a Messed Ihing^ 
haye one's peace made 'with God^ On a siok hed.^ 
She died ihe l^th of 7th month, 1740, Mg^ 
serenlyothree. 

From "Rutty's BLeie and Prpgreie,'* "John JBarcxoft^s 
Journal," and a MS. respecting Elizabeth Barcroft. 



THOMAS ^GHT. 

Thomas Wight, son of Rice Wight, of Bandon, 
-was boarn in the year 1646. Ifis fiither was stridt 
in the education of his cMdren, and appears <t6 
have been a sincere-hearted man. 
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WUie be wm tfn mppteadee, TUkmbs ^(Vight 
^ ^4l»it to^a needng of the •oci^y of FUettds, actu- 
fAted bjr'iDeiivaB of eatiomtf, and, in the tinie of 
iSf^mef lirlnehconfiifaued long, became uneeisy ; re- 
,€aBii^ii^ IriB inind die report that he liad heard 
<of iherte people b^g witcbei^ and feafing their 
iniueBcefonlmnsolf. Y^ he temiAied there, and 
heard Francis HowgiU, w^o rose with these irords: 
:''{B^]toeitke e3Pe £ansee, itmust be opesed; be- 
liateli^ «ar«lin hear) it Insst be unstopped; and 
Ai^are Atid heast en iunden^aad, it moiGit be iUu- 
oatetML" Tliesfe iientences, as the speaker ex- 
jplained Ihem -to the congregatkin, with great 
lekaimess and energy, wmie acteep iinpresssion on 
£be ToiaA of the young nan, mA he became, in a 
igreat^measare, convinced of the troth of the doc- 
^tikke pveaeiied; bat the prcgdLice of educatiovi, 
•atidikeirepFDadi whs^ he experimseit from his 
kekctioim for goit^ to the meeting, weakened the 
timpressidis be had received. 

After this, Es^ard Bdrrough ctoie into inf- 
teid, on a rel^grnxs visit; aiid ThoMfSis Wight be- 
feg, witness to Ms powerftd preaching, accom- 
jpanied by the ei4dence cf isrutfi, was ho longed 
oable to withstand it, and resolved, through iDMne 
assistance, to be ^thlbl to what he tn^feved was 
MqctfTf d nf inm, notwiths^tafx^ing afi th^ difficult 
dies hSkidk he forelMtw he would have to ^leountei^. 
tte horn Aeti>tsbmotptmtd reproach^es of hts rela«- 
^maiR mA 9ioquaititfl»ee wiA p^tiencje, am ruti^ 
mng into unnecessary disputations; but cultivat- 
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ing, in sUence and s^lude, those feciiiigi wbieh 
conduced to his peace. When he assumed tke 
plain garbi and spoke the plain languid of 
Friends, the displeasure of his fiunily mcreased, 
and he was i^t length rejected by fhem; thereibie, 
after ihe expiration of his apprenticeship, he con* 
tinned with his master, whose esteem he had 
gained by his strict int^pdty. 

.In the year 1670 he married, and, exarting his 
industry and abilities to provide for a growing 
faniily, was so successful in busiBess, that he might 
-have obtained much wealth, had he not been 
checked in his pursuit by the internal monitor, 
whose warning voice convinced that he could iK>t 
be heir of two kingdoms. Therefore, makii^ a 
wise choice, he devoted less of his time and 
thoughts to worldly concerns, and more to the 
service of the religious society to which he be- 
longed. He was clerk to the monthly meeting of 
Cork, and also to the. province of Munster, from 
the year 1680 till his death. He was the person 
principally concerned in compiling an historical 
account of the ri^ and progress of the society of 
Friaids in this nation, which was revised and con- 
tinued by John Rutty, M. D. Exemplary in his 
life and conversation, in the education of his chilr 
drexif in the attendance of particular and general 
meetings, Thomas Wight Uved in good esteem^ 
iind died in great composure and resignation, ex- 
pressing his ha^fHoess in not having deferred the 
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giest afinr of his soul's salvation to a deadi-bed^ 
and in his assurance of it. 
He died in the year 17S4 aged eighty-four. 

From << Ruttj's Rist and Progress," and << Pietj Promoted," 
seventh part. 



HANNAH PHILIPS. 

Hannah Philips, bomb 1680, was the wife of John 
Philips, of Limerick. She was a woman of an exem- 
plary life and innocent conversation, of few words 
and a retired mind: being prepared, she became 
enabled to exhort others to choose the good and 
reftise the evil. 

In the time of her illness she was comforted by 
the affectionate sympathy of her friends, to whom 
she expressed her love, desiring that the Lord 
might be with them, and prepare them for such a 
time as this. 

She prayed for her family and children; and, 
continuing in much sweetness to the very last, de- 
parted, in great peace, in the 11th month, 17S4, 
aged about forty-four. A minister two years. 

From ^ Piety Promoted,** tfeveatb port. 
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THOMAS WILSON. 

Thomas Wilson was bom in Cumberland, about 
the year 1655. He was seriously disposed from 
his youth, and very strict in the observance of the 
rites and ceremonies of the Church of England, 
in which profession he was educated; yet, in the 
time of singing psahns, a thoughtfulness, that men 
should become iio)y, before they coidd rightly sing 
to the praise and glory of God, made him more 
and more dissatisfied with the precepts of menis 
.making, -and he loqged to be able to worship in 
spirit and in truth. At a meeting of the ^ligious 
Modeiy of Friends, an^xhortation to inward waii- 
isig iqpon the Lord in &ith, to receive power from 
him over every unclean thought, Igr which liea- 
v«nfy power they might i^orify and praise the 
holy name of the Lord, through the ability of Mb 
own free gif);, touched the young man's heart; and 
he saidin himself ^^ This is whatlgreatly wanted," 
power against every vain thought and idle wwd. 
From this time he united himself to Friends, and 
became, in a short time, a minister among them^ 
visiting several coimties in England in that ciqpa- 
city, and, in 1682^ coming into Ireland on Kke ser- 
vice. 

After bavuig .sate « ^sveetiag <m DuUini and it 
being enquired whither he intended to go, he an- 
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s!vpeved> tlttt be Imi-B, desbfe to Bee isome JMendi 
oAittt dwelt bcttit^en tltt urest md the notOx^, Imt 
on ben^ tdkt that itw»B not iibdjr lie irandd imedt 
iri& any^ere, he ims discauraged^ and fearftd lest 
lie (Should have been nDStaken, in what he thot^llt 
^imsu Divine impulse towards that place; 4)Ut« 
friend, named Abraham FuHar, spealdng to Urn, 
^ndtettng him that ke imd near the nidtieof 
irdk^, invited him to accompany him to £deii- 
dmrry, where was a settlement of friends. He ao- 
«q>ted the in^^iticm, Jiad peaoe in so ^dohig, aat 
in mHAng a meeting ^wMi {'fiends ihere. 

Neitt day, as«they journeyed^orwittdy Abrafeittdk 
ttdoed his young ine»d if he miderstood the o&m- 
fliss; and recdving for answer ihat be did not, 
Mminded him of what he had beard Imn sayin 
DuUin, respecting his drau^ to places beCw«m 
jAe west and north; the truth of which was now 
jsonfinned, as in that direction lay the meethigs he 
mmwm ^visitk^. This «atisfied his mind, as t^ 
Ae vectitude of his feehng, yet he was in nowise 
c^ted thereby; and at the jnrovince meeting g^ 
Caatbdermo^ toi^ hk seat low in itfae m60^g, 
4Mt ^Uawing the dther mfaikterh^ ^ends ^into 
•llie gallery. The hmer rarik of tte people, ait 
those time$, were veiy rude: several of that 4»- 
WBOription w«re ^eaent, and tbronged ^aboitt ttte 
-place where Thomas^ Wibon. sate. Feeling hifti- 
-mU caUed ^pDn to address the people, he wm, 
and ^IMmiiM were,'' a4 he iraepressadj/Uore^aAwid 
•Ifaataqrisqppearaaiee would ^aye jwsen li ti ^tM ; tat 
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it proved otherwise, to their great iMktafi»btion;^ 
and the stracger-youth was enabled to convince 
his friends of the pure spring from wbou^ bis; 
doctrine proceeded. The rude people were quiet- 
ed; and he adds, ** the Lord's heavenly power did 
shine forth gloriously, under a weighty s^ise 
whereof the meetmg concluded.*' 
. After visiting Friends in the county of Wext 
ford and county of Wicklow, he felt a restraint in 
bi^ mind from going further; therefore entered 
into the business of harvest, at Lambstown, in the 
county of Wexford, where Robert Cuppage, a 
fiiend in the ministry, dwelt, who, having a con- 
cern to visit Friends in Munster province, desired 
to have Thonuus Wilson for his companion; but 
be, not finiUng the command to go forth, declined 
accompanying his said friend, and continued in his 
employment. Soon after this, James Dickenscm, 
from Cumberland, came with intention to visit 
Friends in Munster; with whose concern Thomas 
Wilson uniting, they travelled together, " in true 
brotherly-love, great hiunility, and godly fear," 
being both y(»ing, ai»l distrustful of th^nsdves. 
They parted at Waterford, James Dickenson go^ 
log northward; but Thomas was afraid of rmt- 
ugbg b^ore his true guide; ^'.because," acc(H^dkig 
toliis own words, " they who run, mid are iM>t 
«ent of God, can ^neither pn^t the people iK>r 
d^nsdves." TherefiHre, remaming at work in or 
near the dty of Waterfoxd, he spent about four 
moiribs there, and joined his fri«id James Dick- 
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eiisoit in DuUin, and^ aefter the half-yearns meef- 
IB^ reiU^iied with him to England. ^ 

These young men soon began to experienoe 
some of the opposition with which their elder 
brethren were so well acquainted. At Kendal, 
visiting the meeting there, some persons came 
to disturb them, and ruddy took James Dick^i- 
son out. The poweriiil preaching of his com- 
pamon for awhile quieted them; but they assailed 
htm afterwards, and pidled him to thedoot. He 
^pj^ried of one of those violent persons, ^ whetheir 
he was a believer in Jesus Christ or not; and on 
his answering that he was, and also in the apos- 
des' doctrine, Thomas Wilson told hhn that h^ 
had never read that Christ or his apostles entered 
into rdigious assemblies, and disturbed them, as 
he had done; except Paul, alias Saul, before he 
blew the Lord Jesus Christ, who afterwards ca]I«» 
^ himself die chief of rinners. Then recom- 
moiduighim to consider this, sate down again; 
and James Dickenson kneeling down in prayer, 
the meeting concluded with a sweet solemnity. 

Again, at Redstone, they met with interruption; 
and an attempt was made to drag Jimies off Us 
knees, while engaged in prayer, by the perscH^ 
who had informed against diemy^ and who thea^ 
emd, afterwards, to take Thomas Wilson before^ 
magis^rftte. Thomas calmly remonstrated, that he 
came in the true love of Christ .to visit them, wdd 
bore nothing but love and good^wiU towards ihem 
all; aiqpealing to the ii^naer, by askkig him 
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thus required to ^pesir befiMe^ti juMioa, ^Hfkham 
M jmiBirn YmrwM^j moM hemotiHabik itmutoiuaify 
4h> tobcgr^? Tteus mi}% adarennd, the tean^Mtt 
taken i^y durpfise, end 'amntered, <to 'be 'Mtte isk 
^veidd, aadf on beii^ -dfasifed to considar itattr 
mB0i rbde «w%y. ^bs ^afotfmor wsb ^levwe^iipoii 
Friend9> amniglieevy ftito to^be Mi uptaUhMi% 
<thDi^^ l^r'OBe tneans^'or otber, ibey 'weie not^w- 
4ntea; saad tbe^eafh of 'Gfaalrfes tbe 49eooiidnprit 
4k «tqp4o these ^<^nt prAx^dhigSy irttich had'BO 
long haressed them. '' The God of Pfeace," sayts 
Thomas Wilfioki, ''rebuked tbe^stotm.*' 

At ft meeti^ at Oitfi^d, iribere ThbftMs weUt 
in the-ceiftse of (ys-serytees/wmte n great nmfibur 
-of the ^sch^rs, mho, -talking *|p -each other, lOiA 
^fiadng tfateir eyes rudely 4)pen Um, said that -Ub 
would preach, on whiebbe addiiBSded fiiem: *^4iU 
down, 3Kwng men ; "we shall be glad of yonr(ccfa»- 
;pai^» so4ot)g «8 you are^dvil.*' They sate doivii, . 
listened atteothrely vfbSie he ^Kphuned the Aoo- 
trine of re^^nevatioii, aM^vMiAHemquMf. 

Aftw seveml gomiQys-fai'fak liathre land, inihe 
itetetvak^'whieh he «te ^Sigent jabls oatimd 
rMeopalMias, Themaa Wilson, avd iiis^lDeRd : Aamte 
Jdiokensto, iMmng^lUe ctmeinrsenoe'of thefrffincndi^ 
'««d»aiked &r AmmtAo^ Aoa^^ m peti b u s tiows; 
^Ihe RrdMh Mlion ffadn^ «t irar with Bft^^kmA, 
i«pd4behrflaM;otit''*eeii. Back ef these ^devoled 
^Miffa^a^kad aieiiMigfat«f the daixgwB urincken. 
^Mnpaiiid tkemcNi ikm wyiaga, aid otHtrntOe^ 
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Jk^mmee horn Asm. Thejr^xpmttioea .AU, §k 
i1ik$'Fwensik fleet puisoed^ and fiied upontlMtt^ 
ibttta BUBt itnuDg between Aem 4nd thdr^piirMi* 
^enp, was tke meftiu of dieir preservation^ i#liile?iil 
^lie-atber vessek in eompony weie d^tnved^ es- 
€«^t two. These eame up with th^ shtp^ <aM 
ib^ met' with mutttal joy. By the -captain's iaipi- 
tation, most of ihatie aa board them came ^alo 
ibis fib^ ; and a mealing was held» m which girata- 
.tiide for their great deUvetanee was i^ and Mt- 



When they c^mis4nlo the latitude of BarbadsM, 

runotber armed vessel gwre them'chase: it Was c6n- 

.^ded to %bt| and prqptaration made for mi 

engagmnent. The captahi, haowing it was a 

•matter of oonseienee which eestrained his Quaker 

pass^geiB from joimog in the warfilre, Undfy de-> 

.sired &em to go to die dootcuTyif they^pleased; at 

whidb the oth^ passengers were enraged, md 

.amd they desen^ to be sbat to deadi. But iAe)r» 

who were not influenced in thei^ forbearance iiy 

:.die lear of death, eboisfe to remain xm the quartel?- 

idedk with th^ captain, to the suspriae and noii- 

,fiisi(m of those who Wii»)e ready to condemn "dmtn. 

When the ^p cimie up, At proved to be an Eng^ 

li$h ma&tof^aor, and diey lasded safely in fittilBi- 

does: though oti this jommey they met with 

daggers and difieultie^ faa&.by Imid ;aiid usea; 

iiaving, beside tfie i>e£9ie-meBimied dangev, anr'* 

rowly escaped a privateer, and also by means of 

a mist* Th^y w&ce also jmar braig'shipwreckedi 
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'and/ on l^dfaig, travelled thfough the eountr^ 
^ile the Indian war raged^around tibeoi; and had 
to encounter Greorge Keith, who, himng separlM^ 
himself from that society to which he was onob 
attached, became one of ite bitterest enemfes: ye* 
ifaey felt the supports of faith and patience^ and 
obtained the reward of peace; with which the^ 
vetumed, after an absence of two years, in 16©3. 

In the year 1696, Thomas Wilson married 
Mary, the daughter of Thomas Bewley, of Wood- 
ball, in Cumberland, who was to him a true help- 
meet. Haying for some time had a view towardi^ 
Edenderry^ for a settlement, to which place his 
first journey in Ireland had been directed^ he t%^ 
4tK>ved thither soon after his marriage, and setded 
amongst honest, tender-hearted Friends, to- who«i 
both he and his wife were affectioni^ly united. 
ile did not, however, remain long in the enjoy- 
ment of home; being often engaged in labours 0f 
love, amongst his friends and the people in gene- 
raL 

In the year 1713, he visdted America a second 
time, with his old conqpanion and dear friend, 
James Dickenson. He says: ''We took our 
voyage iK>rth about; and after I had seen the 
jeaptain*s* dStg^fit care and good condw^ in his 
abip, amcmgst fan servants and those on board, 
it drew my heart towards him, m very much love, 
aad i^ve me eaacotaxagement to take the freedom 

• Biehaxd Kdiy , of Wliitehaveii. 
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of hai^nng some rdfigioiK dkcourae with himi 
wherein I found he aimed at justice and equity^ 
so that my love increased towards hun; and he 
h&ng a man frequent in praying, we entered into 
discourse of the substantial part of prayer. I told 
him, we could not pray at all times in words^ 
knowing our own ihsuffici^icy; hut waited for the 
assistance of the holy spirit to help us, and gmde 
our understanding, having regard to what the 
apostle said: 'I will pray with the spirit, and with 
tike understanding also;' which might be inwardly 
performed, although no words were outwardly 
i^okeh. To which he readily assented; a^ told 
us we might keep our meetings in the great 
cid>in, at any time, wh^i they did not keep theirs, 
mad said he thought we did pray inwardly. Now, 
tibough we had a storm in this passage, for near 
a month together, yet the captain's prudent ma- 
nagement of the ship, and showing himself so very 
respectful to us all along, and the good conversa- 
tion we had together, made our voyage much the 
jdeasanter." 

In their traveUing they met witha Baptist preach- 
er, who, addressing Thomas, asked him: " What is 
the ordination and quafification of a true minister 
of Jesus Christ?" He was answered in the words 
c^.the aposde: '* As every man hath received tiie 
gift, even so minister the same one to another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of Grod. 
If any man speak, fet him speak as the oracles of 
God; if any man mimster, let him do it as of the 
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alvUty which God^^tk: tfaal^ GfldbJn aUthxDgap 
miqp^hft^arifiesU ttoatighjiKe«i95Gbni^? andxhum 
'Wxomas Wikon wSidif tcM.him he might see thatc. 
thfi^abifi^ of a trute^miamltex. iftin the Divine gift^ 
1^ Baptist thea ^of^uxtA^ ^^Can.aiqr.maaidiQj 
h^ this Diyiae gift,, pogitivdy ^^my. the > com^ 
hubmI. of our . hord Jesus . Christ^ ' Tbooms re^ 
fdifidi.tbatinQ. man that wasfiuithfiil to thiaho^ 
^ft# dwst deny the commands of: our Lord Jemta. 
Christ. " But," said be, « you do." " Ham 
Cfsa^ds^ thou to charge me thus?" said Thomas : 
^What hast thou seen by. me, to charge me with 
dfiiuying. th^ commands of Je^is. Christ?*^ ^^L 
k^ow," said his opponent, " you are a. Quakeiv 
and that all the Q&akers deny the positive ccna- 
ilKand of Je^tts Christ;" anid. bring called upon.to; 
prove this, he proceeded: " Yjom deay water-bap-> 
tiaoA, which JesiUfi Christ commanded to be saax^T 
nanqe in his church, to, the end of the world." Hft 
wasdeaired to prove his.as8e£tipn» it not appearing 
that ever Jesus Christ gesve any ccmmiands to :hiE 
ministers to bapdze with elementary water. On 
tims he repeated many scriptures,. quotkg chapter 
mA ve«se; but, oa. comparing them with the texty 
aQ^mg.was fwnd to prove water>«baptism to. be a 
Cig^nuuand. (tf .Je»is Christy and a standing ocdi^ 
nance in the church* He was waisied of the 
4^^^^ of adding to the JSacripturess 1^ nature of 
the true baptbm of Jesusi Chrisl^ wlach is witik 
tbe:H«dy Gbdstand,m<li fire, was explained;'/* the 
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4i^v.hm$i« pfsfoimcd m accept^blii.viiii on» 
tjto. Apyngwn. cnnrtiMwt^ TIhbiiw Wiboa aad 
J[iini^ DjctLeosoD. tocd^ thok paa^ag^ iht « lumMk 
ii;fl3pdTbQmtd vetef^ yfit. wece* cbaix^u^tohue <ni» 
i^MM^ii^.ixip^pe. Tbi^ tli^maateo of) tb»-riiq>pMh 
vented; but after encountering a storm at sea, and; 
^si^p spiii^pjE^, a le^, be bad to retunv and 
thucf^ave tben[topppr$uQJUy o£ vaaitiiig son»j otbcr. 
V9f^ti^g^, be^e thit.irhkh> tbej^ had. been pse*- 
xmt^i. &<W attending. Af<«r whiob, oMbrtiDg 
in another ship, tbe; rmi» their voyage to Codk 
in^safejty, and re^K^bed the province meeting, thoa^ 
h^d at MountmdUiQk^ loitering the m^tfaig wbete 
{"^ends were gathered, . before their. laiidingwaA 
k^wn. 

. Thus did ThcjiPa^s, Wihjon ^continue. , diligftat . itt 
his Masters work, both in pubtie te^timopjr, audi 
in zealously maintaipipg the discipline of the so- 
43iQ$yj fulfilling the characti^r given him by Friends 
of Leimter prpvinc^^. He was a nursing father: 
in the. church, cherishing the good in ^, jpartioiln 
l|fj|y th^ yo^ng and weak in th^ mioiMi^y,. whoE 
Wfsre gifted and called thereto; and rcjioiqed. in* 
that the Lord had> raised up such, both in thifi: 
n^^on and elsewhere; aijucl though he was an bo- 
n<gurj3(ble elder, yet vejy huipble and cond^scei^r: 
h^ a3 a servant to all, grave and.re^f}rved in,de«: 
pQjrtB^nt, oft;^! boyred under ei^^rcii^e.^of quri^ 
|;^,at>s^^QB^bIeJtin>§p, che^MiP fii^Y^EwtiflOc 
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He was an able mmister of the gospel, and was 
carefiil not to travel abroad in that service^ with-* 
out cbe unity of the brethren; and when be found 
himself clear, returned speedily to his outward 
abode, and was diligent in his lawful vocaticm of 
husbandry, for the good of his famSy, wherein the 
Lord blessed his endeavours with prosperity and 
jdenty/ 

' The narrative of his life, wrkten by himself, 
and brought down to the year 17^4, concludes 
thus: '^ Now I rejoice in that I have served the 
Lord in my day; and, as I have laboured to pro- 
mote the truth in my generation,! feel great peace 
from the Lord flowing in my soul, and am thank- 
fill that I have been made willing to serve him. 
And as my dear wife, being a woman that truly 
fears God, hath freely given me up, to answer the 
requirings of truth, I hope she will have -& share 
in diat reward and peace whereof the Lord hath 
given me the earnest; and whereas I have deeply 
travailed, both in body and spirit, for the promo- 
tion of truth in the earth, in a general way; so I 
have also often besought the Lord, that he would 
be pleased to reach, effectually, to my own chil- 
dren in particular, that they may be faithful wit- 
nesses for him, in their generation." 

Towards the conclusion of the year 17^4, Tho- 
mas Wilson became indisposed, and continued so 
some months; at times enduring much pain, and 
desiring to be released from his sufferings, if his 
Lord had no ftirther service for him to do, yet 
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^ttAgti&A to his willy aad, ai^ent as he had been 
4n his day, when itp dose drew near^ he said: 
^ Ahftioiigh the Lord hath made lise df me at 
itimess to be servieeable in his hand, what I trust 
in.is, the mercy of God in Jesus Christ.** Me ex- 
fHressed his solicitude that Friends nnght dwell in 
immility, and keep low; for that, to his sorrow, 
•he had seen many who grew high, come to ruin, 
both themselres and their posterity, and their 
places left desolate. 

His desire to have an easy passage was granted 
to him: he was sensible to the last; and, without 
«igh or groan, as if he had been goikig to sleep, he 
passed away, the SOth of 3d month, 1725, aged 
«evaiity. 

From ^« Thomas Wilson's Journal,'' and «^ E^tty'8 Biie and 
Progress." 



JOSEPH PIKE. 

^SEPH Pike was born of religious parents, Rich- 
ard and Elizabeth Rke, in the county of Cork, the 
15th of 11th month, 1657. His father, Richard 
I^e, came to Ireland in a military capacity, and 
'was highly valued, not only for his great courage^ 
I 
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but for his integrity and sobriety, which, muted to 
a modest diffidence of tenq>er, gained him the 
esteem and love of his acquaintance. He appears 
to have settled in Ireland about that time. Soon 
after his marriage to Elizabeth Jackson, a native 
4)f England, tJiey both joined the society of 
Friends, being convinced of the truth which lh«t 
society professed, by the ministry of Edward Bur^ 
rough, in the year 1655 ; in consequence whereof 
they were partakers with those who suffered for 
conscience sake, and in the year 1668, apparently 
by reai^on of a long and close imprisonment, Ricte- 
ard Pike became dangerously iU, and the jsil&c 
offered him leave to go to his own house till his 
health should be amended, on condition of his ap 
pearing when called for. He accepted the offer. 
I£s we£^ness increased, but his spirit was strength^ 
ened by the power of Him whom he served, and 
his love so overflowed towards his late companions 
in the prison, that, appearing to be endued with 
supernatural ability, he rose from his sick bed, and 
went to visit them in their house of bondage, and 
sat with them m their religions meeting, (for 
they held meetings there,) nnich to his own and 
their comfort. The jailer permitted him, in the 
evening, to return to his family, who rejoiced ii^ 
this exertion, as a proof of recovery. It proved, 
however, to be his last farewell to his dear friends ; 
and his complaint returning, after counselling his 
own family and others with his dying breath, h^ 
expired, in the 4th month, 1668, in the forty-first 
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^eiT of his age, greatly beloYed and lamented ; a 
lovuig husband, a tender father, anda true friend; 
and even some of the greatest persecutors were 
heard to say, if there was an honest man among 
the QuidLers, he was one. 

It was advised that, as he was a prisoner, his 

corpse should be carried to the jail, and oflfered to 

the jailer; accordingly this was done, and on the 

jailer's refusing to receive the body, it was interred 

in Friends* burying-ground, outside the south 

.gate of Cosk, being the firsH buried there; and at 

his. grave there was read a paper, containing many 

^sweet and heavenly expressions, uttered b^ him on his 

death-bed. His son Joseph, then in his twelfth 

jrear, Was affected even to agony at the separation 

from such a father, whose dying words pierced his 

young heart, still susceptible^ though he had &t 

that time much lost the tenderness which made the 

liappiness of his early childhood, resulting Irom 

the attention he paid to the reproo& of his inward 

moBitor. When that relaxed, he yielded to the 

^temptations incident. to his age; and fondness for 

play introducing him into the company of wild 

boys, he was injured by such associates, yet not 

hardened ; for he was sensible of his traosgres- 

aons, and made resolutions to avoid occasions to 

transgress. ^^But,** said he, ** these resolutions 

came to nothing, being taken in my own strength." 

About the age of thirteen, the ministry of William 

Edmundson was instrumental to work a change in 

Jiis jouthfiil heart, and he adds : ** Notwithstand- 

1 2 
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itig all my fonner promises and resolutions had 
come to nothing, yet> after the baptisEiiig^pow^ &f 
the Lord had so seized upon iae, I had persist 
]K>wer and dominion orer those temptations, that 
had so often prevailed upon me before.** Ag&iii 
there was a backsliding, a loVe of iwjrldly* gratifi- 
cations, among whidi an inclination to gaiety ih 
dress was st snare; and though he maintained a 
moral conduct, he did not sufficiehtly attend to the 
influence of that power and love which brings pre- 
servation and peace. But, at the age bf eighteeti> 
he became again obedient to the heavenly vision^ ^did 
^fter much inward suffering, reg^dned a d^ee of 
divine favour* 

Beifore he was twenty years of age, he wan 
invited to sit in the meetings for discipline; (not 
the^, as now, open to all who are members of the 
society of Friends;) and being convinced of the 
excellence and good order maintained there, he 
was firmly bound in his spirit to support it In 
167T, he was present at the meeting between 
George Fox and others of his friends, and the 
Separatists,Qf whom William Rogers was the chief 
spedoer. They accused George Fox ^th being 
an< innovator, in establisbing women's meetings, and 
giving fordi new rulelB, orders, and degrees to the 
churches ; in- which they said he endeavoured to 
make himself a lord and ruler over the consciences 
of the Lord's heritage, by his giving forth such 
jCbrm and orders, which they called the prescrip- 
tions of men, and ai^ imposition upon their con- 
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ipjl^n^s;.^b90iall ought to see for thefi9d^^s,and 
]^ kft to th^ir own freedom m^ liberty, and to the 
measure of the gift in themselves, and not be tied 
^ to such QiN^i^ard forms. Though WiUiam^ Ro- 
gers, ws^.; an eloquent man, and provided with 
stoi^^of argument^ the ancerity and innocency of 
Geoi^eFox,triun^hed; andfoany,' beside Joseph 
Pike, ^' were fiiUy eonvinced that he was a true.ser^ 
vi»t of Jesus Christ,and what his opponents called 
<^ii2ward.£3nns and prescriptions, were given.fotth 
kti ^md through the moving of the power of 
the;. Lord; and that his opposers were in a 
i«n9Bg and dividing spirit, that tended to. latitude 
aad.liberl^i and to the laying, aside all discipline 
and:g&vemment in the churchV 
;:A.yx>i^agiium, yarned Samuel .Randall, coming 
te^ setdo: in Cork, Joseph Pike found in. him a kin- 
dred/ mind ; aiid as . their acquaintance increasedi 
(hekattachinent became more intimate; tibeir hearts 
opened to ^ each cither: their conversation bdi^ 
solid, instructive,.and free from levity, was a stream 
of unalloyed delight; .and Joseph Pike beats tef- 
tunony, that in all the time of their fisimiliar inters 
course, (forty years,) he does i^t remember to have 
beard him utter one idle or frothy word. This 
sacred umon of pious hearts, resembled that which 
bound together the souls of Jonathan and Davids 
In a few years they were connected by a tie of af- 
finity, by marrymg: Joseph Pike, in 1682, to 
EBa^b^h Rogers, and Samuel Randisill, in 1683, 
to Rebeqca Atkins, who were first cousins; and 
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both baying sougbt for divine direction in ttas 
most important step« were blest with exceB^it 
wives. 

Travelling in England on business, in 1681, 
these young men came to Bristol, in a time of hot 
persecution there, in which Friends' meetings 
houses were shut up. They met with Ae few 
who assembled at the meeting-house door, not de- 
terred by the danger of imprisonment, and wei^^ 
for a short time, imprisoned. Afterwards they 
visited the Friends who were thus detained^ by 
whose example of patience they were edified and 
comforted. lii a journey of Joseph Pikers, on mer- 
cantile affairs, to Holland, he had the advantage of 
accompanying WiUiam Penn, and of meeting se- 
veral other Friends at the yearly meeting heliLat 
Amsterdam. He was also kindly noticed by 
George Fox, of whom he says: "He was a sweet- 
spirited, innocent man ; yet very zealous for troth, 
and sharp against apostates, h3rpocrites, and liber- 
tines." Joseph Pike*s business occasioned him to 
repeat his journeys into Holland, and also into 
Flanders and England ; " in which," he says, "the 
Lord preserved me, and hb holy spirit led me to 
be solid and grave in my conversation; and I vras 
careful and fearfiil therein, lest I should dishdnoi» 
the Lord's holy truth, and be a stumbfing block to 
either professors or profane." Humble, and not 
depending on the esteem which his character ob- 
tained, his deference to his superiors in age and 
experi^ice is thus expressed: "I always had a 
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gteai regard to the sense and judgment of fsuthftil 
ekfersy in and out of meetings for business; and if 
ftt any time I did not see through the things they 
proposed, I was apt to question my own opinion ^ 
for I never did, as I remember, directly oppose my 
sense and judgment to theirs, either in mind| 
words, or facts; but acquiesced in theirs, and was 
i^aid to do otherwise, as believing their growth 
in the truth to be greater than mine, and that they 
saw further into the things of God than I did. 
And this I found, by after experience, was safest, 
and of benefit to me; and will be for all young 
men ; for the very same things I could not see 
through, in my farther experience came to be 
opened to me by the light of the truth, and I saw 
they were in the right, and so far as I was of a 
different opinion, I was mistaken; from whence, 
by experience, I saw how dangerous a thing it wa* 
to oppose elders." 

In 1688, Joseph Pike was a partaker in the dis- 
tress and alarm which the landing of James II, 
with a French army, occasioned in Ireland ; yet 
he and some other Friends were not satisfied, with- 
out attendmg the national meeting held in DubUn, 
though the distance from Cork was great, as was 
Ae danger; the higJi road bemg thronged with the 
military, who might consider and treat them as 
^lemie^ and the country infested by the Rapa- 
rees, a banditti, whose aim was indiscriminate 
plunder. Those Friends took a drcuitous jour- 
ney by the sea-side, believing it safest, though not 
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witf»ut peril J but Aey were iriBing to hazard thek 
Kves in the performance of this duty, land were re- 
warded by the love atid gladntes with which 
Friends met tibem, and still more by peace in thehr 
own bosoiQs. In 1690, Cork, then in possession of 
the army of the deposed king, was besieged by 
the English troops. It was a time of great sufierw 
ing to the citizens, by loss of goods and feats ibr 
their liye^. The Protestant inhabiltots "were con-^ 
fined in p^ons and hous^, deprived of their; 
^rms, and, guarded to prevent their. joining the 
English troops, should t|iey take the city by stonn^; 
but Friends were permiHed to go at large, no ap< 
prehensions being excited by them. The death, 
of the English commfindcsr, the duke of Grafton^) 
by a wound received from ,t^ waUs, and the ca-) 
pitulation of the city, prevented this territde. 
attempt Yet, afterwar49> sickness prevaHing,. 
trade interrupted, and the ferment of discord not 
yet subsided, Joseph Pike and Samuel R&t^all 
were induced, with the ai^nt of Friends,, to leave' 
the city for some time, Accordii^ly, Joi^ph Pike/ 
with his ; family, removed to Qriat<)l» iBmd Samuet 
Randall, with Jiis,; went by sjea to the county lof 
Wexford^ the vesi^ls which xK>nveyed tbefn si^yiig 
together out of the harbour. After a year's sta^ 
in England, Jpseph Pike returned; as did Sanuiel 
Randall soon after* They met with mutual joy 
and comfort; "for," s^ys Joseph Pike, "we werer 
near to one another in the eoteilant of life:" and- 
in t^ir "sweet commiugiioiK together/' they f6ua^ 
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iBoM ibej had fidt a corresponding concern finr Ad 
SQiqport of the discipUne m their native hmd, 
which ^strongly urged them to return, and ^'JMv 
with heart and soul," other faMiiftilFriend(^ to jnro- 
mote a reformation; many things creeping in, and 
having prept into a sodety professii^ purity and 
simplicity/ which contradicted this profession: 
and as superfluities in apparel and lumture were 
among the outward marks of degeneracy, they put 
away aH such things from their own fiuniKes and 
houses, and th^i, solemnly proceeded in the work 
to which fliey were appointed. 

Of tlieir procedure, Joseph Pike's own words 
convey an impressive account: " We first met to- 
gether, being six or seven in number, and after 
wmUng for a time in silence upon the Lord, every 
one, ai^ they foun^ it on their minds, spoke what 
appeared to them suitable on the occasion; ondin 
a tender, brotherly mumer, every one of us freely 
submitted ourselves to one another's examinatk>n, 
whether, or how far, each stood clear as to life and 
conversation, and other matters ; as dso, whether 
we ourselves had complied with the rules of the so- 
c^y* For, in our conference together, we told one 
ano^er, thatif we werenot good examples our<^ 
sehresy we were not fit to advise otl^rs; and in our 
disccHirsewe were very plain and free with each 
i^her, in thelove of God. Forlcansayof a truth, 
our hearts w^e greatly humUed before the Lord, 
luader a sei|se of the great weight of the concern, 
a(ui 6ui own weakisess and uinn)rthiness for such 
j3 
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a Service; yet, as we were appointed thereto, luidi 
^ith a de^ concern pf mind for the prosperity of 
truth in general, and the welfitre of those in pacr^ 
ticular whom we were to visit, we proceeded ab^ 
cordingly, and visited every Friend's family, and 
particularly comers to meeting in this city, from 
one end to the. other; in doing which, we first, 
sate down with them together, and as we found a; 
ccmcern to come up<Hi our minds suitable to thein 
s^speetive states and conditions, we gave th^n; 
advice and counsel, &c. accordin^y, and particur: 
4arly to keep close to the witness of God in them- 
selves, and the gift and measure of his holy spirit, 
by which they might come to khow and experience 
a growth in the Lord's hcily truth, whereby their 
insides would be made dean also. And after we 
had spoken what was in our minds, relating to: 
spiritual things, we then proceeded to other, 
things, of many kinds, relating to conversation aid 
behaviour, as oo^asion offered. Then we read 
sundry rules of superk)r meetings, and spake the 
needful to them, without partiality to any. And I 
can, in great humiUty of mind^ say, the Lord owned 
us in our service, by the attendance of his living^ 
presence, which in several places Inroke in upon^ 
our spirits; and some of theirs abo, to the. 
bowing of their hearts into great tenderness of 
spirit ; and some, who had not been so fiuthful to> 
truth, nor so orderly in their conversation as they^ 
ought to have been, were so reached by what was 
spoken, that, in much brokenness of mind, thejr 
acknowledged the same, with desires that^ for the 
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tittle to come, they iniglit be more faithftd to tlie 
Lord, and walk more circumspectly than they had 
done. And mdeed we had very melting times 
and seasons in many places, all which greatly 
strengthened and confirmed us in our service and 
labour of love; and I do not know that we met 
with any opposition or stubbornness in all the 
places we visited, but a general condescension in 
all to put away superfluities in apparel and house- 
hold furniture, which was accordingly done in 
some time after. So that tha-e was a pretty 
thorough reformation in this city as to outward 
things, that appeared contrary to truth and rules 
oftheiiociety." 

iki oondueting his temporal affiurs^ Joseph Pike 
was remarkably exemplary, beginning on a small 
scale, and carefid not to enlarge beyond his abi- 
lity 'r likewise to fulfil his engagements, and to 
avoid all. hazarding of the property of others, how- 
ever great the prospect of gain might be by the 
enterprise; studious not to encumber himself with 
business, so as to prevent the performance of re- 
ligious duties, to which he freely gave his time, 
talents, and money. He was an honourable elder, 
and travelled much in the service of the society. 
Liberal himself in contributing to the relief of our 
poor^ his^ heart was grieved when he observed a 
narrowness and withholding, in persons of ability, 
on this occasion. It was a close trial to him to 
leave home, by appointment of the meeting, when 
his son lay apparently at the point of death; yet 
this did not detain him^ and the glad father, on his 
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receiving him, as a gift from Him, to wbctee eeimee 
he had devoted hims^ and all that Wns his. . 

A prospect of considerable pec^miary advantiige 
presented to Joseph Pike> and his friend Samiwi 
Randall, by a large qiumtity (^f tobaceo which thi^ 
had opportunity, and were able to purchase; a^ 
by which thpre was no danger of loss, but a pro« 
spect of very ample {^oiit. Bu^ on weighing the 
matter in their minds, the -charascter of being mo- 
nopolizers, and especially the reflection which 
might be cast upon their religious sddety on tlos 
account, induced them to decline it) and cauaied 
them to see, without repenting or repining at it, the 
great acquisition of Wealth which another person 
obtained . by the purchase of the sa^d article** 
Such ccfnduct and sentiments strekigtheilied them 
to admonish those whom they perceived to be 
launching too boldly into trade; and when such 
retorted, that it was easy for those in extensive 
business to recommend limitations to them, tbqr 

* On this sulrject, Joseph Pike further T^mailEB: **Not« 
withstanding I -have often declined the prosecution of th^ 
prospects which carried a fair appearance of profit, jet I wil) 
not dare to say that they would have answered accordingly, hy 
incumhering me with much business; for the Lord having 
blest me in moderate deiding, he might have turned hi^ hand 
against me, and frustrated my expectation^ if I had o j^x:hsigt 
edmj self with iniQumbrances, which would have hindered thaf 
little service I had to do for him : and I can say, in the since- 
rity of my heart, that I never inclined or strove to be rich, t6 
make my children greltt and high i^ the worid.** . 



dbyGoogk 



181 

hepamjuBnt\njieft cSL FocAhotegoDdjiiaiiwho 
soD^t not trfter iacfantmlittion, luMriiig acqimd 
acdmfertaUeo^apiicaoe^for ihenitelves and -S^ 
HH&H^'^sMred no aiorc ;; and^ Ikcfefore, wh^i^ old 
kigb andJ iiififfniitie8> came on^ oobscumui that dit 
timegiye& iox ajlietler purpo^ had not been aj^tnt 
in worldly plir)3ttit&» ibe pnnqpecd; dT the final 
change wa3 bebeld iv^ont dumay^. a» appean bjr 
tii^'feUclwing aoeonnty giren by Joseph PHbe» oS 
his dckness, in the year 17ji6. /'In. the 10th 
month, this year, I got a very violent cold 1^ gojpg 
to ^wn, and with it the asthma took me to a great 
d^ree, 30 that I wm obUged to si| up in a chair 
for aboul six. week^; and then the gout or riieumar 
tisin, or bothy seized me viotentlyi ^s likewise the 
palsy in my tongue and right hand, so tluit to^ 
some .ti^e I ccndd n0t q[>eak. And then I waf 
£»rced to take to my be4i very weak, where I lay 
about twelve or tbirleen weeks, not able, to mov# 
my feet at all, oaor hardly my hands. And when \ 
was taken up to make my bed, I was lifted in and 
out by two men, and so weak I was, that very few 
that saw me thought I could live; and indeed 
there was.but very Uttle appearance or likelihood 
of it,, though ^ this, time it was bid frpm me wber 
thee I should live or die« But oh t for ever praia? 
ed and magnified be the holy name of ihe Lord, 
he did not leaiee or forsake me in the time of my^ 
greatest weakness, and the extremity of the pain of 
my body; for his dew lay abaost condnuaUy upon 
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aty branches all that time^ and 4he sweet inc<»m0 
of his living and comfortaUe i»esence supported 
me under all, so that my bed of extreme pain was 
^ery oftenmade a bed of^fdeamre to me. And he 
also kept me from the least li^pining or murmuring 
thought, and I was made tp bless the holy hand 
that pem^ted this afflictk>n ^ come upon me*' I 
also had the evidence of his holy s^nrit witnessing 
with my spirit^ that I never joined wieh, or 
strengthened the hands of wroi^ or lib^tine 
spirits, which was a great comfoFt to me at that 
tune; or that I had sought my own honour, or the 
applause of men, in all the little services in the way 
of discipline I had done for him, according to my 
station : and which indeed I did always, so I do 
now, account them but very Uttle; for, after all, I 
am but an unprofitable servant, and not able, of 
myself, to do the least thing acceptable to the 
Lord, vrithput his divine assistance. Oh! saith 
my soul, that my tongue may cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, before I ev^ forget, to the last mo- 
ment ef my lifey that. time of his wonderful love to 
me ; or. indeed his tender mercies extended to me 
all my life long, unto thia day. And in the com- 
memoration and divine sense thereof, I do, at this 
very instant, reverently bow myself, as with my 
mouth in the dust, in humble praises to his holy 
and righteous name, for all his manifold mercies, 
who is the Lord of heaven and the whole earth, 
that lives and reigns for evermore. 
" 17S7. The Lord was fdeased to raise me up 
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agaiii, so that I went abroad in about six or sere/a 
months' time in this year. And I am stiH in the land 
of the living; yet bow long I shall be so is in hi« 
divine hand, for I am but weak in body, though 1 
hope strong in spirit, and am now waiting for my 
dissolution, when the Lord shall please to call me^^ 
I pray unto him with all the powers of my soul, for 
preservation to the end, and that I may be truly 
prepared for that siure, though uncertain houri- 
whei^ver it comes. 

"J. P. 

"From my house at the Well, near Cork, 10th 
of 3d month, 1728, in the seventy-first year of n^ 
age. 

In 1729, Joseph Pike died ; and of him this tes- 
timony was given forth, by his own monthly meet- 
ing of Cork : " He was a man of a dear under«> 
standing, soimd judgment, tender over the weak, 
where tenderness appeared, but sharp against the 
high-minded and stubborn: in conversation sol^ 
and weighty, without affectation, yet cheerful and 
agreeable without levity; a worthy elder, ruling 
his own house well, and of great service in the 
church." 

His " Treatise on Baptism tod the Lord's Sup* 
per," was ordered to be printed at the expense of 
the society, but the author chose to do it at his 
own, in 1709. 

It does not appear but that Elizabeth Pike sur- 
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medher hualMm^ :Hi3MS; J^umaltc. began at 
the age of iAxty^&ie, says, he had been Aenforljit 
years macried; aivlhe adds: '^ never had, nor 
indeed had any eau^e for, dne repentant thought 
for my choice, to this da;^; she having been to me 
a^most-loyipgi tenderly affectionate^ and faithfiil 
wife; a larue.and right helpmeet; a loving ai|d 
tender mother ; akind and fnendly ne%hbonr, of 
a.Uberfll and hospitable dispo8itk>n, free firom. 
covetousness ; and^ above all^ one ihat loved and 
feared the Lord." 

Samuel Randall died in the year 1718> most af- 
fedaonately lamented by Joseph Pike^ with whom 
he had lived in unbroken friendship, and. of whom 
he testifies, that '^ he was a most zealous cham-> 
pion for the truth." His end was such as might 
be expected from such a life: it was peace. His 
age sixty-lour. 

From " Euttj's Rise and Progress,** and, " J. Pike's Joumal,"^ 
in MS. 



GREGORY RUSSEL. 

The monthly meeting of Cariow, to which Gre* 
gory Russel belonged, testifies of him, that his in«^^ 
nooeii^ life and blameless eonvei^sajtion, his 2eal for 
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visi^ his ^igent EttenllaaKe of mei^tings^ (a ddty 
which he permitted dot hi^.tempdnd 6bXic€mAto 
prevent^) hid i(X>iidui^ a» a husbatid' and ftther/ 
were all comsiiftteiii ^ith the ttiiliiBterial office, whi^h- 
he exercised with pious awe; And id whibh he eon-^ 
tinned lively in old age. He was known, este^m^ 
ed, ai^ belot^^Unthe monthly meeting to whfefa* 
he belbi^edfifty^ef years; andehdkuredthepaihS' 
of his. last illness^ i^th great patience,- evidently 
sustained by dlvAae ^aid) loid preserved in that^ 
sweetness which seems to be a foretaste of heaven. 
His desire of an easy passage out of this life was 
granted, and he died the 18th of 6th month, 1730» 
aged eighty; a minister forty years. 

From " Testimomes of pubUc Friends deceasecU"' 



ELLEN BEWLEY. 

Ellen, the daughter of tFosephumdMsafoi^li' 
j^nan,. married Daniel Bei^y, and resided m 
DuUio. Srhe was religiQud.y: disposed- from her 
childhood, and was: concerned^ -not only^iirlien m 
th^. assemldies *for public w(»ndiqi» >biit at oth^i? 
timeS| to wate to fed the' inoomesj of that divii^ 
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power, which, as it is yielded to, cleansed the* 
heart, and nouriaheth up the soul to life eternal*. 
Thus was she enabled to say^ m her last iUness,. 
that at times she enjoyed so much peace and com- 
fort, as she ha4 thought mortals could scarcely 
have been made partakers of.^ Resignation to live 
or die, was the consequepce. of thos^ feelings*. 
She earnestly desired that her children might lead 
a circumspect life, and advised those about her to 
live so that they might be fit to die. Thus peace- 
fuUy she departed this life, the 6th month, 1730. 

From « Pi^^ Promoted,? 7th. Part* 



THOMAS BRADDOCK. 

Thomas Braddock was educated in profession or 
the tenets of the church of England, but grew un- 
easy under forms, without the power of religion 
therein; and serious considerations concerning his 
unpreparedness &r a fiituve state sometimes seized 
his mind, affectmg him with great trouble. Desiroua 
to unite himself with those who sought nearer com- 
munion with their Maker, than could be attained 
by outward ceremonies, he suppUcated the Al-^ 
Blighty that he would be pleased to show hita' 
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With w&om he should join ; and he thus describes 
die state of lus mind'; '^ As foF the Quaker^ I 
thought they could not be- God's people^ because 
they denied the two great seals of the covenant of 
grace, as th^ were called; so that I thought they 
being wrong in that, must be wrong in every thmg 
else r though I had a liking to their conversation, 
and was inclined to go to one of their meetings, 
and see what sort of worship they had. I knew 
they had no man appointed to preach to them^ 
imd what they meant by their silent meetings^ I 
could not tell. I went, however, to one of them, 
and sate with them about half an hour, when the 
great power of the Lord came upon me, and made 
me fetch many deep sighs and groans, with tears; 
and a trembling came over my whole body, so-Uial^ 
I was forced to take hold of Ae seat on whick I 
sate, to keep myself from falHng. I was very much 
ashamed to appear in that condition before so 
many people, but I could not avoid it; and then 
the voice of the Lord came imto me, and said: 
' TTiese are the people thou must join with; and if 
thou be faithftil, I will be with thee to the end of 
thy days, and thou shalt have life everlasting in 
the world to come!' I gave up freely to the hea- 
venly vision, and was wiHing to obey the Lord'^ 
counsel'; and the shaking and trouble abated, and 
I sat pretty quiet until the meeting was ended. 
My wife meeting me, asked whether I had been at 
a Quaker's meeting ? I aiwwered. Yes. She far- 
ther queried whether: they had any preacher? I 



dbyGoogk 



188 THOMAS B&AIH)OCE. 

ttolr]uK»w that I }ia4 heard tib^ holy Jesus,: hiil 
thought th^t I had bei^ heanngla .man. Thenat 
waa that the^gte^ work of the Lord began in^aie, 
andth^ light shioed in myihearW and gave me to. 
see the pooTj lost> Is^wilderedi dark, aiid deplorable 
oqndilionthat I h^ hitherto lived ;in> as .tnthont 
Crod* iit &e world. Then were my sina brought 
to my tem^mbraiicfe with greiit trouble and many 
sorrowful days and nights I passed, with earnest 
cries to :tbe Xord for pardon ; yet supported, at 
tiioesi Iqr the loving viatatious of the Almighty, to 
let mesiee that herhad not forsaken me." 

iThas was this our friend made a Quaker by an 
inyirible power ;w and by the, same power was the 
work of refbrmaJ^n and ssoictificatLon begun in 
hisf s<)uU And now^.bis pitejfudices jagainst this 
pe^f^-as denying, (be two great .aeab' of the. cove- 
nant of ^race, so called, baptism and the .LorcCs 
^Hjpjp^^yM vanished; for he :calla lliis .blessed ^xer-4 
elsfe of bis souly Jiis Chostiah bi^tism. But now 
m8ny>enemies'a:itafikediinm, both from wkhin and 
without; with rage and pasmon sometimes, which 
he^ereione.with the meekness of the lamb. 
. In prl)eeds< of time i^ became. looncem^, not 
only ibr the salvoticm 6f hia own. soul, . but was 
Si^nejtiBies seiased w&lji great tarouble, tr^mbUng, 
a£^ <tear$f on the amount ^ the unfaitbfubiess of 
oil^mf^i particidarly in me^togs for worship, where 
woiids' arose very livdy in his n^d, whidi it seem* 
ed to be his duty to deliver; but he, though 
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weakness, refusing to yield obedience to the hea« 
venly call, the divine presence was for a season 
withdrawn fiom him, and he left barren, and at 
times given up to l^htness. Yet it pleased- Gh>d, 
in great mercy, again to visit his soul, and let^ him 
see his error. And, indeed, this our firitnd^^Mra 
most signal instance of the tender meroy and long 
fbfbetfranoe of a graoiomi^Gdd; tcm in the^ year 
172^ even in his old age, and; about eigli^Mft 
years after his before-mentioned disobedience, a 
f^h concern came upoa him, to utter 80»t 
words^ina public meeting, testifying the Lofd% 
goodness to his soul, and tending t^ the awaken^ 
ing'the carnal profbssors among Friends. This 
seisond trial was to him ahnost as-death; being a 
n»ui of great humility and modesty, cmaseious of 
his own weakness, and tossed with many doubts, 
fbars, and reasonings, and great distress of boify 
and mind. At length he gave up to the Lord'^ 
reqpritings, and delivered what itt gave him to say, 
to the great peace and comfort of h» own n^nd ; 
and ttom that time iaSk his death, he was at intep- 
Yals concerned in puUie exhortation, in few wovds, 
but weighty, seasonaMe, and edifying; and bis 
CfHiversation was siutable to his doctrine. He 
died at BaOitore, county of KSUare, in the year 

nsh 

Vwai ^ Butty's Biae and PtograM»*' 
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WILLIAM GRAY. 

William Gray, of Ballyhagen, in the province 
of Ubter, bom in 1662, was a worthy elder, whose 
secyices, in the religious society to which he be^ 
longed, were Important; for, having a good imder** 
standing, a benevolent heart, and command of 
language, he was ^he better qualified to give clear 
and pertinent counsel, concerning the discipline, 
and, in composing of differences, exercised the 
Ues&ed office of a peace*maker. He was, not- 
withstanding, diffident of his ovm abilities, and 
cautious in accepting the office of an elder; and, 
when in that office, modestly ipreferred the judg- 
ment of Ihose advanced in years and experience^ 
to his own. 

He, who thus devoted himself to the duties of 
rdigion, consequently fulfilled worthily his socid 
duties, as a husband, father, friend, and neigh- 
bour. His conduct was amiable and exemplary: 
he was hospitable to the stranger, and kind to the 
poor. About six years before his death he ap- 
peared as a nunister, tenderly exhortmg his 
firiends not to rest satisfied with an outward pro- 
fession, but to labour to make their calling and 
election sure. T^is he was earnest to feel in his 
own experience. He was supported through the 
2>ains of violent illness, in patience and resignation; 
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«nd quiedy departed diis life, the SOth of Mi 
OMmth, 1736/ aged seventy-four. 

From << Ruttj'8 Bite and Px^qgcon," end » TettiaMiilct «f 

jiubllc Friends deceased.'* 



JOHN DOBBS. 

John Dobbs, bom in the year 1656, was the eld^ 
"est son of Richard Dobbs, near CarrickfergtA, a 
'Counsellor^ a justice of peace for the county^ of 
Antrim, and the possessor of a considerable estate, 
fjis views, for his son's advancement in life, rose 
high. He bestowed on his naturally superior 
alnlities the cultivation of a literary education; 
and his paternal hopes anticipated the completion 
of his wishes, that his son might become a bishop. 
Thexhild, then about- eleven years of age, over- 
hearing his fisither express this desire, secretly 
thought, ^'It is a great concern to take the care of 
other men's souls upon me: it is wdl if I can look 
well after my own.'* 

' While he pursued his studies at school, he wad 
seriously disposed, idle and loose conversation was 
irhaome to htm ; a|id on his road to Oxford, he 
was abrmed by the remark of a feOow-travellen 
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fil|.tI|0UQfrilliagiiea8:.^Qiiie &k.tofli^ sons 

thidier^ lest their mo];ab. should be cornqvtedU 
His mind received a shock by this information. 
J^iftuiaiise.of deep r^gr^t/wfaen young men, ad- 
vancing to maturity of years and intellect^ with 
the advantages of a liberal educationi looking for- 
ward to fill respectable situations in life, having 
the field of science before them^ and qualined to 
employ their time worthily, waste the precious 
hours of youth, and debase themselves by folly 
and vice. Their new associate soon perceived 
that the conduct of many of his fellow-students 
justified, but too well, the account which had been 
jgfivenhim. In the inte^ty of h& heart he en- 
deavoured to lead &eir conveisai&m to improvfaig 
subjects; but finding he could not acconqplish 
this desirable end, andi probaUy, distmstfiil of 
himself he requested, and was permitted^ to retupi 
h<Mne. Here> also, his spirit was oppressed by 
the company to which his £sither'& situation ex* 
posed him. Their degradation, by. excess in 
drinkingi disgusted him, and made him withdraw 
firom society, wherein that temperam^ prescribed 
by the gospel, was so Utde observed. , 

Thus leading a drcumspect and innocent life, 
endeavouring to turn his time and talents to the 
best account, this exemplary youth held en his 
way; and observing in the religious society of 
Friends, to whom his mother, Dwothy Dobbsi 
tM^ unpited hers^, a circMmapectbn of condacl^ 
which gave him a fiivo«cable opinimi of their {ncinr 
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1^08, ht lead sewnral oF lihcir wntings <tti teH- 
gious BtAjjects, mid cfaerisbed an esteem fin* them; 
imt he dedEned the thoughts of entering into 
iSattxr eommunity. His fiither had flireatenedto 
Imm any of fai& children out of doors who shotdd 
go to their meetings: however, about the iiine- 
teesith year of his age, Thomas Dockwra, from 
England, having appointed a meeting at Carricl^- 
fel^s, John Dobbs went thither; and before 
that meeting was over, he was so convinced 
<yf the truth of their doctrines, that he soon after- 
wards joined the sodety of Friends. 

Ml now he was a favourite with his ianuly, but, 
^on his taking this step, he found a great altera- 
^on in lAi^ conduct towards him ; particularly in 
-hxs^ fether. Whose expectations for him were now 
^frustrated. At first he endeavoured, by persua- 
sions tmd flattering promises, iix> induce liis son to 
break off his connexion with tfak despised peo- 
l^le; but the son, who had made his choice, as he 
belied fitmi dear conviction that he ought so 
to -choose, was not to be shaken by woridly con- 
siderations, nor by the more powerful motive Of 
tegsdning the affections of a parent, whom it . 
grieved him to idtsappoint and ofiemd. This ip^ 
tent, little respecting ihe conscientious scaruples 6( 
Us ison, was exasperated by his refusal to comply 
with his desire, and treated him witii great seve- 
Tfity, keeping hhn a prisonet in his house severdi 
Months; and once, during that time, meeting him 
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with his hat op, the father*s rage transported him 
JM> far, that he beat his unresisting ^on so grievously 
on the head, with a cane, that, though he reco- 
vered from a fever, the consequence of this chas- 
tfaementj the injury be received by it was felt at 
times during his life. 

Through all his distresses, he had in his mo- 
ther a tender and constant friend, and kind pro- 
trectress, as far as she could protect him ; but it 
is not to be expected that,^ disliking so much the 
religious profession of his wife, she could have 
much influence over the angry father, to soften 
his rigorous treatment of their son. The sufferings 
and sorrows of this devoted young man were not 
filled up, tin he lost, by her death, the consolation, 
the support, the sympathy of his dear mother. 
After which, his surviving parent refusing to re- 
admit him into his presence, and none in the 
family compassionating his case, his stay in his 
father's house became so painful to himself, and 
seemed so disagreeable to others, that he left it, 
and went to London, placing himself with Charles 
Marshall, a Friend in high repute for religious 
experience and medical knowledge. He was in- 
structed by him in chemistry, and making further 
progress in the study of physic, he returned to 
Ireland, practised it with reputation and success, 
and great Christian charity to the poor. And thus 
his talents and industry gained for him that inde- 
pendence which his father*s resentment denied^ 
for, at his d^ath, this relentless parent bequeathed 
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^e family estate to his younger son, charging it 
i?ith but ten pounds per annum for his brother, 
during his Ufe, to keep him (thus was the bequest 
worded) from starving, or relying on this seducing 
people for support* 

He who became heir to the ample property, 
^ound it inadequate to support his extravagance, 
and the poor pittance assigned to John Dobbs was 
badly paid by his brother; but his nephew, more 
prudent than his parent, redeemed the estate from 
4he incumbrance in which the jnrodigality of the 
father had involved it, and, of his own free will* 
doubled, and punctually paid his uncle's annuity. 

Beloved and respected for the consistency and 
■circumspection of his conduct, and pitied for the 
wrong which he had sustained, John Dobbs was 
urged to recur to the law, for the recovery of his 
birth-right, and assistance offered him for that 
purpose. Thus encouraged, he commenced pro- 
ceedings; but npt feeling that inward peace, which 
he preferred to all outward possessions, in this 
first step of litigation, he put a stop to all further 
progress, and confiding in that Providence which 
had protected him hitherto, he resigned the hopes 
which had been excited df thus regaining bis in- 
heritance. He made a wise and happy choice in 
marriage, and was enabled to provide comfortably 
for his family. In process of time, his son em- 
-barked in trade, became a merchant, and looked 
*jforw£»:d to the possession of much wealth. His 
k2 
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iiBlher sA-ore to turn his inaid Ardm Aese adi- 
bidtfis Tiefwa^ idTifled him to tMtrain hiH pursuit 
bilker ridies, and fordtoia that ihi^ would fljr froia 
idim His ton aftehNrdi aipcTH^ocd tUis la tie 
the case. 

^tdm DoMh^ through a loag Hfey i«iafaiel his 
oharacter for hilegnty, for itttbfiikMs im hSk 
Creatot*, and for blamdess conVcrsitioxi dttkmg 
ins -feUoitrmttit. *Fdr -cohKcMnee sakfe he hmH 
^[v^tsp thai; ^reaieh wfaitib might bavt eaUtcd 
iflhi in ^ iesthn^Jtm of the ^vtnid, Im* mYA6k 
crald nbt have pufdiaied that p«lu!e of Which iis 
loss had not beien adblb'to dUprivte hkn. ESdlow^ 
^th exiAied tekklts^ aM toiertkig thdse tdiints 
"wbrtl^y) he ikcliited popidotityi iiidre !n fsttb- 
sftanc^ thin show, htt sought tfae ofcpprobation of 
hiib hmatd Aomtot^ and not tfate appIaiKse of anaiw 
8n<^h A prndn'mtest hare b««n ^nllnently usfieAil in 
Hie rbii^ioos socieQr tb i^iteh be t^^Iong^, mi^ 
dnrngh ha did i«)t ^fpekt fis a iniiiist^r hi %lfy 
ts&^dvLct^lif^dk^ loadly to btb^rs. 

Whteh his l«dt hotet aj^piWMfc^hed, sotne tif his 
ftibhds, «&geth«A*^with hte d^^ febtay, b^ibg in his 
^Stimim^ ***BittSltag thfe &et^i%, ifliiihkfiaiitoteh, 
^d jey, Whkdh fnftfft^d tfie eibn^ii^ti t>f his jpiith)^ 
nr^, h^ a^dfli^^ tb^m, by jibihting out thie <»f^ 
fti^eiitie bd^iwfefeh the old and thfe A^ cbveSiaiitis; 
l«^«&ig«^v^i^i^ i^s«»si>f tte Arstt:^apter o^<9i« 
ki^^s, be^tnhii^^ inA tite first "te^e^ -iM 
IrlAost WiWIidiatHy mSr ^^rdi, hi file '^ighty^ 
fourth year of his a^e, m Ae year 1739. 
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Hh wife^ MarAa Dobbs, nwrrired hkn some 
years* She spoke in testimony, in pnUic meet- 
ifigs, and died in a good oM age. Her son-in- 
law, Jsmnes Ghmgli, testifies of her, that she was a 
he«¥ei^-iBinded woman. 

Mendants. 



ELIZABETH JACOB. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas and Agnes 
Head, was bom at Ardee, in the year 1675. Her 
parents were of the society of Friends. Some of 
her early years were spent ki England: after^ 
wards she lived in DubBn, and, endiHin^ many * 
confliets of n^d befbve she gave up to the ser- 
^ce, dhe appeared as a ndnister, in the y^r 
16W. 

On her marriage with Richard Jacob, of Lime- 
rick, she removed to that dty, and was of great 
service there, md in tht province of Munster. 
Her labours were not Kmited to the place of her 
residence, in . her youth, or when years and in- 
firmities might seem to demand repose. She per^ 
fomed many laborious journeys in this nation. 
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England, Scotland, andWalei^; and in the jfear 
1729, paid a religious visit to Holland. 

Her ministry was powerful, reachmg the hearts 
of the hearers, and she was an instrument of good 
to many. She was preserved in circumspect con- 
duct, and exemplary conversation, yet of a sweet 
and cheerful spirit. She died at Waterford^ in 
the year 1739, aged sixty-four. 

From << Ruttj's Rise and Progress;*' and << Testimonies ojt 
public Friends deceased/' 



JANE GEE. 

Jane, daughter of Robert and Mary Lecky, wa& 
born at Staplestown, county of Carlow, in the 
year 1687. She was. rehgiousfy inclined in her 
youth, and loved the company and conversation 
of the pious and honest-hearted. In 1714, she 
became the wife of John Gee, of MoateGrenoge; 
and as she advanced in Ufe, her steps in the path 
of rectitude were progressive; and, in the year 
1721, she received a divine commission, pubUcly 
to declare those truths which her conduct had 
long exemplified. '^ Her mild and innocent con- 
versation and deportment" (thus her friends testi- 
fied of her) "corresponded with the doctrinct 
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which she preached^ and engaged Friends' love 
gready, self being of no< reputation with her.**^ 
She was qualified for assisting in Ae affairs of 
the society; particularly for visiting families, in 
which, and in her ministerial labours, her services 
were truly acceptable. She paid religious visitt^ 
in divers parts of this nation; and in the year 
1729, in company with EXzabeth Wilson, went 
into England on this accoimt. They had spen( 
about a year in that country, when Elizabetii was 
taken sick, and, after an illness of two weeks, 
died at Manchester, 16th of 8th month, 1730. 
Jane Gee, closely attached to her by the ties of 
frioidship and kindred, was deeply affected by 
this trial. 

EUzabeth Wilson had been a minister eleveir 
years, much esteemed and beloved. She bore her 
sickness with patient submission to the divine 
will; and a few hours before her death, after 
lying in solemn stillness, she expressed her enjoy- 
ment of the spring of divine love, and took leave^^ 
^^ with a most sweet, composed, and pleasant^ 
oountenance,** of her companion; who expressed* 
ker firm belief that, as she lived in the fear of 
the Lord, she died in his Esivour. 

Jane Gee's last indisposition was of long continu- 
ance, and at times very painful; but, resigned to live 
or die, she bore it patiendy. A short time before 
her death, several of her friends coming to visit 
her, though very weak she sate up in bed, and, 
animated by a sense of divine favour, expressed 
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htg BS^6a/hdSDn in tfadr vi«t» and b^ desire tittt 
A^ Lord might be witb tfaean m iktii tramsaelis^ 
iSbe 9&k8 0f the dkeqiGne, and tbat Fmadi 
il%bt be cardul <tf tbe educatiiHKofyoaiiii. 

H«r fefvent Mpp]ic«tioa ttmt tbe dbme, pisr- 
aettoe vo^ be ivitk ber in ber. kal moments, waft 
ggradovudsr answereiL She iras^ emUed la say^ 
^' Lord^ now come: tiby aesvant ir ready f oadU 
aeiMible to tbe last, deported diis bfe, the ^th of 
Kkk mootb, I73Si 



From '^Bttffcfs Xise and iftrogreai^ and ««Ttitimciii«K^ 



CHARLES HOWELL. 

CttARLtts HowBLL was bom at Oorey, ib Ae 
dCHinty of Wexford, .in the year 1671, and edx^ 
Oated acGording to llie cfamrch of England* He 
was apprenticed to a Friend, Nicholaa Lock; and 
wbUe in this situation be became serioiis, saw the 
QKceeding sinfiibieas of ain, and abstained tnm 
tboae vanities to which be was inclined. In thk 
dlspositicMk be joined the society of Friends; ai^ 
oikacconnt of not paying tidies, endured Alismg 
and dose in^parisonment witb patlraioe and cheers 
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(illness. Soon aft^ his release, about the year 
1695, he spoke in public as a minister ; and tra- 
velled on that account, not only in this island, but 
in some parts of England and Wales* His minis^ 
try was acceptable: it was strtogthened by his 
tBompbury life and ^ORV^sation. 

He W9» suddenly «€&ied wiA fllness, in ivhieh 
lie 4ickno^iledg6d die goodness of Ihe Lord^ 
ivUch si^foi^ed hfaa under great bodSy suffer- 
ing; Mid -exffessed his lieBef ihat he was goin^ to 
•igoy that for wfaioh he had laboured in ^ &fe- 
tiiae. Hi^ 'endeaveiuped to console his wife and 
dbfldren, «i4m> were snoimfung beside Irim; and 
said %o ithan, ^.Sorrow not lor me, as without 
hope. I hwe not my day's work to do now; fat 
Ibottgh my %ody is liiH of pain, my titind is easy/' 
Adding, **The Lord, who promised to be a 
Imband to &e widow, and a fitther to the father- 
less, I make no doubt wffl* be so to you, if you 
keep near to hfan.^ 

He 4ied aSd of 8tii month, 1749, aged sixty- 
nine. 

Wtom ^ reitlmgnies of f)M^ i^riiaidgiecMi^'* 
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JOHN A^HTON. 

John Ashton was bom in Cheshire, in 1662, »nd 
was brought to Ireland, when a child, by his parents, 
who educated hun in the forms of the church of 
England; of which he continued a member till 
near the fortieth year of his age, when he and his 
wife attended a meeting of Friends at Birr, where 
the gospel ministry of Thomas Wilson penetrated 
their hearts; and on leaving the place, they said 
to each other, " The way of everlasting happir 
ness has been clearly laid down before us, and we 
are resolved to walk in it, come life, or come 
death." . 

They joined the society of Friends, and John 
Ashton was soon after thrown into prison, for 
refusing to pay tithes. He bore hb imprispn- 
ment with exemplary patience and resignation. 
Being averse to idleness, and used to industry^ 
he learned to make garters and laces, for his sup- 
port while in confinement. After he regained 
his liberty, his wife and himself constantly attend- 
ed the meeting held at Birr, twice in the week. 
They generally walked thither, seven miles, along 
a very bad road, and had a river to wade through. 
This river, in winter, was often frozen, and they 
were obliged to break the ice to admit them to 
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pass it; and he has wept to see his wife^s legs 
wounded and bleeding, on coming out of it. 

He took great pains to get Friends, travelling 
in the work of the ministry, to appoint meetings 
at his house; and then oflen rode severi^ miles^ 
even of a winter's night, to acquaint the neigh« 
bourhood thereof, and invite them to attend* 
Many who accepted these invitations, were joined 
to the society to which he belonged; and a meet- 
ing was settled there, which soon became larger 
than that of Birr, from which it had branched. 

John Ashton was in low circumstances when 
he became a member of this society. His circum- 
stances grew better, his industry being blessed ; 
and an increase of wealth enabled him to indulge 
the natural benevolence of his heart in acts of ge- 
nerosity and hospitality. 

, In the sixty-second year of his age he became 
a minister; zealous in stirring up the pure mind ia 
others, encouraging what was good, and testifying 
against pride and vanity. 

In the year 1733 he attended the yearly meet- 
ing held in London, and paid a religious visit to 
several meetings in England, and to Friends in 
Scotland. 

His services were valuable in visiting jthe fami- 
lies of Friends, throughout the extensive monthly 
meeting to which he belonged. His heart an4. 
house were always^open to receive his friends* 
He mourned with the afflicted, and was full o£ 
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OMApaEdrion to the poot» bjr vhoiii Mi de«fli ^ 
deeply Jhimeiited« 

He died fat tk« ^mt 174*1, «t kis hottse fttKiU 
eomMon*ttoori comity of Tippefttr y» in titecigk*- 
tieA year of hk age* 

From ^^ Butty's JUse add Prc^pme,'* ^ TtstitnolMt cffid^ 
Uc Friends deceased,*' and ^^ James Oough's JoumaL" 



JOSEPH OILL. 

Joseph Gili^ son ofWilIkuii «id Macrgdi^ Ofl^ 
<rf How, ki tJftStSe S w Ay, Oii«Aeriattd, yvnn bom 
in *e year 1674-. He wass ledttcated hj kia 
IMO^tite) who wete of tfie society of Friends, m 
tkat profession; and be mamfested ill eariy fife 
a »9d for nkt worship of his Creator, preferring 
thbt ^ty «0 Ike pursHit afler woridly gam; and 
ilii6n ke waa pvospei^Mis ift trtide, was knpressed 
with a holy fear, lest the increase of wealth lAoidft 
obatmot Us Amipe after iiea^renly riehes. He 
waa, %h«r«foi>^ liidMed <to ^eemtract kis btisimess^ 
aMd atrange kla aflbki kumidi aMarttier, tlnAlAl 
nted, imaged by asASucfty, AoM be ^teveled, 
iHitktt&At^kNiai 1^ «ibey the MmaAonis ^^T %bstt 
gracious Being, wko kaa promised that, to tkose 
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mbo sedc Ae IdngdMi ef God end his riglrteras- 
nam, ihast thmgs winch then* hea?eidy Father 
knoKne A they hftfe need of, th$3l be added. 

He«ettfed in Dublin^ in the year 1700, so<m 
after his marriage \fith Isabel, daughter of Th<K 
naas asid lHaodfin Robinson, who was born near 
Cariisle in 1670. 

Bi the year 1711 he fek it was his dnty to de^ 
oiai« hi pttb&c the truths of Christianity; and 
the M»e year, in this serviee, in ^^ompany wHh 
Richard Sealy, he visited the meetings of Friends 
in die ]pirorinoe of Ukter.^ In the bourse of their 
journey, al Coothill, ^bej met wkh a person of 
^Nurnig and oducatioti, named James iSianpson^ 
who, entering i^lo disoourse with these Friend^ 
was «o wcfl pleased with the reasons winch they 
wifte eiiaUed to gire of the hope that wad in 
i hc m , tfiat he joined thm society, and was service'^ 
able said eseMipkry m Ihat quarter. 

**This," says Joseph Gfll, « being the first 
jottsiey that I went to visit Friends, after die 
Locd ^eoneemod me to appeitf in testmiony in 
meeting, ^except some neighbourmg meetings,) 
I vi^e&t Ibrtii in great humflity and feaXf and my 
^iaar friend and coo^panion was very tender over 
and Icind to me. I rcftmned, in gceat thankfulness 
t^ Ae Lord, for his mercy xad goodness to me. 
Blessed he his name for everi** 

"While ^s devoted man was engaged in ^spel 
labours, l»s v^ hemg -de^iroua 'to fulfil her du* 
ti«& aft home, governed hex household wtdi^iscre^ 



dbyGoogk 



jM)6 JOBSPH OKiL. 

lion and love. She was a tender mothet^ a kind 
mistress; and h^r family were invited^ by her sweet 
and cheerful temper^ to foUow her virtuous exsanor 
pie. She united with her' husband in exercising 
hospitality, and sympathized with him in the con- 
fficts of mind which his arduous engagements oc- 
casioned; promoting his leaving home on reh« 
gious accounts, by counselling him to do his day's 
work in' his day; generously resigning his com- 
pany and assistance, though a truly-affecdonate 
wife, and in a state of health requiring tendiet 
attention; concealing her indispositions, lest she 
should draw him home too soon. But in the 10th 
month, 1713, while travelling with Luke Cock, in 
the province of Ulster, her husband felt a secret 
impulse to separate from his companion, and re* 
turn home. He found his beloved wife in alim- 
guishing state of body; but Uvely in spirit, and 
overflowing with love, counsel, and consolation U>% 
her family and friends. 

On her dying bed she exhorted those who had 
received a divine commission to preach the gospel,, 
to be faitliAil in the discharge of that duty. She- 
warned against pride, and particularly recommend- 
ed simplicity in the attire ef infants. To her hus- 
band and children she spoke comfort, and besought 
them, lo be resigned; addressing her husband 
thus: "My dear, dost thou give me up? Pray 
give me up freely, to the Lord that g^ve me to 
thee: he is worthy to be submitted unto. Hi^ 
aecret hand was with us^ in bringing us together^ 
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M(idwe felt his love tind living presenile at oui 
marriage; and it is with us at this time, and I 
hope will be at our parting. Be not troubled to 
stay behind me: the Lord that hath been near, 
and with us together, will be with thee, and help 
thee, and bear thee up in aU exercises and diffif 
culties ; and provide for thee, if thou still keep 
near him, and serve him according to bis requir- 
ings.** 

After a trying time of pain, her desire for some 
ease was granted, as was also her prayer for an 
easy passage; and she expired, as one falling 
asleep, the 9th of 12th month, 1713. 

Joseph Gill continued his labours in the service 
of a gracious Master, who doth not afflict willingr 
ly; and in 1715 we find him engaged with Jamdft 
Johnson and Daniel Bewley, in paying a religious 
visit to those who had lately joined the society of 
Friends in Sligo; two of whom, James Byrne and 
Thomas Lyons, were at that time lying in prison 
for their testimony against tithes. The exertions 
of Joseph Gill and his friends, with the clergyman 
at whose suit the prisoners were committed, and 
with the sheriff, were successful, and procured 
their enlargement. 

Sometimes in England, the land of his nativity, 
and often in the land now his home, did he tra- 
vel through difficulties of various kinds, but siq^ 
ported by the evidence that he was obeying the 
command of his Lord. 

On the 24th of 5th month, 1716^ Joseph Giff 



y Google 



took to im secoBd wife^ Aima, Ae dmigfitertif 
TIioniaB and Mabel I>urMiee5 Kving near Caifisle. 
TfaasFfmid spele in puti& tefitmony^ andvas 
fomct u nca the eompamon of lier Imsband in lAs 
trairek. In IT^^ Joseph GiQ paid his last visit to 
his father^ who died the following year, aged one 
hundred and three. 

bi I79I9 bdng at a quarterly meefnig at I&i- 
coln, he says: " At this place I met with many of 
my acqudntanee, and we were made glad in the 
Lord, and one in another; and inaiqr of those 
dbat the Lord had concerned hi testimony and in 
particular sernce, were much comforted and en- 
eoiRvtged in their serviees, as weU as cautikmed to 
keep witlm the limitation of tbdr jHN>per gifts/* 
In this year, also, in company with John Burton 
fixMU Englaad, he visked a litde colony of Friends, 
lately settled at Newport, m ifee province of Con- 
naught, and had a meeting of oonftfcnce widi th^ 
heads of &milies. 

fn 17jS4, along with some other Friends, he 
paid another visit to Newport; im pa rt i ng <;ounsel 
to fbem, ^ concemuig taking care of their conver- 
sation, and duty in watching over one another in 
love. And enquiry was made concemSag the con- 
versation of some under admonition, and many 
things spoke to; and liie tendering .power of the 
liord was amongst us, to the tendering of dur 
hearts together. After this meeting, we empiloyed 
the evening in going to their houses, and sitting 
down with them* We en<juired more particudarly 
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iJlto Himr eoniMwi^ both mrardly and outwaidlSfr 
and gaye counsel as in die wisdom of tputli !t M 
arise iiii our hearts.*^ 

He alse mentions tlie eoncem of f^nends in a^ 
vismg againel mamages wkh those <^ a diff^ni 
TOUgious profts«<»i^ saying: '^ Bj sudi mfurriagee 
o fte ntwaes a feundation of dMT^rence and ^9- 
tmrbanee in fan^es is laid^ to die destroying of 
peace and coneotd^ with mangp oth^ erik attendng. 
PiiMreiits were akoi exhorted to be fkithftd in ad- 
vising and ¥ratching over their chSdren, to prerent 
thdr intnnacy widi those not stdtable^ and aS 
oranbing and giving way hiddenty) sharply re-^ 
proved, as great hypocrisy." 
. In the year 1726> in the eourse of his travels, 
he visited Joseph Pikoi at his house, near Cork; 
and found him suffering under ^loiig weakness 
a( body, but fresh and lively m q>irit, and undet^ 
a concern for the prosperity of the church.** 

Being in Exeter in 17S9, he visited James 
Tudcett, '' a prisoner for tithes, who was ancient 
and blind ;" and at a yearly meeting at Hymouth, 
finr Cornwall, he says : ** I was opened to exhort 
Friends to rule themselves and ikn^ies well at 
home^ that tiiey might be qualified to mie in the 
dmrctu" There were also endeavours, at that 
time, '^ to reconcile some who were got into a con- 
tentiotts spirit, and would not submit to the judg- 
ment of the church, with whom we laboured in 
tender love." 

Several times this faithful servant visited Con* 
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naught and Ulster^ and held large and satisfaotorjT 
Meetings with those not of his own society. A 
sendee of still greater magnitude was required ^r 
9nd, yielding thereto^ Joseph Gill embarked at 
Bristol in the year 1734, for the American conti- 
nent. He speaks of four brothers, sons to John 
Mills, who, one after another, appeared in the 
ministry, in a part of the country then called a wil- 
derness* ; where Joseph GiU advised the few set- 
tlers to obtain liberty from the quarterly meeting,, 
to establish a monthly meeting. He was troubled 
at the great preparation for a marriage entertain- 
ment,, and the crowds which assembled to partake 
of it; telling the assembly how contrary this was> 
to. the doctrine and design of Christianity, which 
led into moderation and temperance on all occa^- 
sions, refusing the invitation to stay at the house- 
After fulfilling what he believed to be his duty 
in those parts, he returned home in less than twa 
years ; " where," said he, " I found my dear 
wife and children, and all my children's families 
well. The most gracious and merciful Father, and 
fountain of all goodness, who had been gracious 
and bountiful to me in my travels, and wonderftilly 
supported, helped, and preserved me, had also fo- 
voured and preserved my family at home, and 
s^engthened, supported, and helped my dear 
fjrife through all the various ei^ercises that attend* 
0^ her in my absence." 

• In Virginia, near the cbief branch of Potomack river* 
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In the year ITSG, Joseph Gill again became a 
widower: the companion of twenty years of hfe 
life, was removed by death. In pursuance of ap- 
prehended duty, he paid religious visits to parts of 
this island, and in England. 

In the year 1739, Joseph Gill took to wife-Eli- 
zabeth Baker, of French-hay ; and expresses his 
thankfulness to that Providence, who had given 
. him another meet-help and companion in his de- 
clining years. He continued his journeys in Ire- 
land and in England, till the year 1741, when 
having obl;ained a certificate to visit his friends in 
the province of Ulster, he set out, though in a pre- 
carious state of health, and visited most of the 
meetings in that province. His indisposition ia- 
creasing, he returned home, and continued but* 
about five weeks in this Ufe, expiring in peace an<i, 
sweetness, the ^8th of 11th month, 1741. 

His exemplary^ Ufe, consistent with the doctrines 
he taught, and his usefulness in the discipline of 
the society to which he belonged, caused his loss, 
to be much regretted and deeply felt. 

His widow survived hhn some years. She^ was* 
a woman of an excellent spirit, gifted for service in 
the discipline of the church. She was as a nurs- 
ing mother to well-disposed young persons, who: 
were strongly attached to her, and won by her ex- 
ample, as well as precept, to choose the narrow, 
path, which, though it be encompassed with diflS- 
pulties, will safely lead through them, to a pla<% 
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of vest. She died tli0 £7tb ef llth moRtfa, 
W53. 

ceraing public Friends;" "Piety ProosioM*" Cth^pwrtf t^t^ 
• MS. in Joseph Gill's hand-writings 



GBOitOB Rooks wrs bom at Boltonwood ia Cuiii«> 
beriaad, in the year 165% of parents who were 
i^gleus characters. He lost his fkther when he 
was eleven years old, and his mother being leftr 
M4th several children, a widow, and in narrow clr-* 
otHHStances, he got but little school-learning. At 
sixteen he was apprenticed to Thomas Drewry, a 
carpenter and joiner, one of the society of Friends ; 
whose ccmduct in his fhmSy was exemplary, and 
nAo treated his apprentice with kindness. Being 
invfeed, he accompanied his master to a meeting, in 
wAAch the ministry of John Graves had[ such an 
effect on his mind, that he felt it right for him to 
take up the cross, to become one of the despised 
people called Quakers, and to adopt their simple 
Iteguage, habit, and manners. 

In the time of his apprenticeship, and soon after 
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ho joined Fkfends, he met mUk aa ftCcidanl ' 
•ttflbtigeivd hii lifis RetbnHng home on n dsA^ 
«igi^ he M ihto a o»id^pit> tWMlyHMiren yaidi 
deep. F^ola d^ fNNnlo«M ekoiikm he could fM, 
bj hk dwa dlbrte^^sitiiedle hftttiirif; iukldifte»li 
Vbt spnag t^f Mfe^ trith Ae animpaired gifts o^ 
libttlth nbd Mroigth) be «wms lihel^ to perMi ndk 
i^ol^ b^ a hngeting death. But his nnie Ha* 
hotiiD eikl so sotti: s^^dbte and triak we^ not ae 
be thus msa^ed. HiBmooiifiirMrelMard byaeaM 
{Merstxoy who caaie that way fdv y9mtet to a ne%h^ 
iMnuin^ ^U They caOed to him, and^ on hii an^- 
aivimng, iN^on^ a Ughl;; ami ene of theai, who 
^inas let do^n, tEL^betiug a rope to a bdt ai^eund fali 
tod^ 11^ yoQth was drawn np almoet exhausted) 
frich tw^ libs farekea> but otherwise uninjured^ 

On Ae ekpiratiea ^ his apprenticeships litt 
dMuaeiiii(iedbasiMs8<m his owo account workmg 
ekher ^ his ow^ shop^ or with his neighboun^ 
c69istiBmt in hfe attendance otl teeetings^ bodi on 
ifst atid other days of the ^w^A. About the 
hmtty^t^tk s^ax nffhm age, he appeared as a pufo^ 
le^nis«i!t,n<^^plsiblylo his friends; the more s^ 
IkshemeomtiDtts atid ikai«d of himself. Tbo*^ 
flm Traffbkfd tonftig ft^m Irehtid^ to vidtFiriMiis 
in IliS nor^ of Engkad, desil^ to have his Mm- 
pan)r. He w»B unwilHig ^ gite Up to thisser- 
^ioe, bemg senile of hte dvi^^eakn^ss, tSien^ 
couraged by his elder friends to consider the 
proposal. Hedidae; and^ in consequence^ united 
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hio^Belf with this Friend in the work of the gbi^pel» 
And thus an attachment was formed between them, 
which continued through life ; for their friendship 
was built on the sure foundadcm, which the storms 
incident to this state of being could not shake. 
They had meetings in many places, which afforded 
^satisfaction: "JFor/* says George Rooke, " in 
those early days, the Lord's power did mightily 
break in upon the people, to the tendering of 
many hearts, and refreshing his heritage." This 
was George Rooke's first journey : his next was 
with Peter Fearon. They acquainted George 
Fox with their concern to visit Scotland, who gave 
them advice, and recommended it to them to 
travel on foot, as the warfare between the Scotch 
covenanters and the army of Charles II. command- 
ed by the duke of Monmouth, made it probaUe 
that they would be deprived of their horses by one 
party or the other. The first meeting they had 
was at Kelso, the day of the battle at Bothwell 
Bridge, where the covenanters were routed. 
George Rooke mentions a meeting which they 
held at the lord* Swinton's, who, with his wife and 
some of their servants, had joined Friends. And 
a brother of this lord, a mihtary man, protected 
them from disturbance, when they had a meeting 
Bt Leith, where meetings had been much inter-* 
xupted, and Friends abused. They left Edin- 
})urgh with peacdiil minds, and on thek road 

* Poiiaps, Uird. 
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firom tbence met with several parties of 8oIdiers« 
who^ George Rooke relates^ ** carried very civilly 
to us; for we, keeping in the innocency of the 
truth, were preserved foUowing our Master's busi* 
ness, as it is written: * Who is he that will harm 
you, if ye be followers of that which is good?' " 

After paying a second visit to Scotland^in 1681, 
he went from thence for Ireland. At Portpatrick, 
finding the people, on the first day of the week, 
sauntering about, and att^ding no place of wor- 
ship, because their pastor was in prison for debt, 
he had a meeting with them, much to their satis- 
faction and his own. He landed in Ulster pro- 
vince, and the first meeting he had in Ireland, was 
in Lui:giui. From thence he went to Dublin, to 
the national meeting; "where," says he, "there 
were a great many of the ancient Friends, from 
several parts of the nation, come there to worship 
God, and to manage the affairs of truth in a godly 
discipline, which I greatly rejoiced at ; and they were 
very loving and respectful to me, which was great 
encouragement to me, I being then but a youth." 

After visiting the meetings in this land, with his 
countryman, William Carter, they attended the 
half-yearly meeting, held at Dublin in 3d month; 
■where they inet several from England, who came 
to visit their brethren. "Now," he adds, "the 
yearly meeting at London approadiing, after I 
had staid some meetings in Cumberland, I went 
up, in company with several Friends, who were 
appointed representatives Ibr 4;hat county, to a^- 
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toad it; iibere X was glad to see several of die ftrA 
tittdk, both tninstefs and eUan, the vemembxenoe 
^ifAoin is oomforteble to me to fliis day.^ AAcr 
Ais^meeting was over/(« ootifirinng one to him,) 
Iw ttaveHed throu^ several ports o( England, and 
meft With the Sq[Mtratbts at Hull, where the moadis 
4£l2ie gainsayers were stopped hy the poWiet of 
ttuth. Friends suffered much from these people ; 
Imng) at. some places, kept out of their meetings 
(houses l^ themy and obliged to hold their mee^ 
ings in the open air, sometimes in frost and snow* 
Government was abo severe up<m tibem at this 
4kne. 

When not engaged in religious services, Greocge 
<Rooke was diligently enqployed at his trade^ care- 
M not to he burdensome /to his friends* Of h» 
second visit to IrelMid, he gives diis account: '^I 
ttk drawings in my mind to visit Ireland agam» 
having my tr^te friend, Thomas Wilkinson, fot my 
companion. We bnded in Dublin, where we 
were kindly received by friends; an^ after having 
had some me^tmgs to g6od satisfacticm, we irft- 
veiled to the mTth, mid visited Friends in that 
ptovine^ and theinost^ 6t all of Ihe meetings ^ 
Friends in tb<s Attdoa; ihe Ijord's goodness going 
along with Us, •And ^ving uus uttersttee and diffl to 
divide the wcn^ tend testimony that we w^e aaSleA 
to bear. And ftading our sfnrits eleitr, we pte«6i 
ivith friends in great love, And retmned home in 
ipeace." 

He proceeds: '' Afl^r J bad etaid 
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iA)eutfa<M9ie» Ifoimd^dmwiiigs to virit Friends in 
Westmorland^ and Dnrhatn: and at Stockjton, 
wh^e I had' a meetings the mayor of the town sent 
time of his officers to ihe meeting, to- bring me be- 
fore him; and when I came he tendered me the 
oal£s*of aDegiance and supremacy, and because t 
xefosed to swemr, for conscience sake, (because it 
was a breach of Christ's command, who said, 
*'fiKfear not at all,') then he would have me enter 
into bonds for my good behaviour, and to appear 
at the n^ct Quarter Sessions. But I told him I' 
was bound to good behaviour already. ^ What^' 
said he, ' hwve you been before some justice of the 
peace, that has boimd you already V * No,* said 
I; *butl am bound by Ay principle, to behave my- 
self towards the king, and all his subjects, as be- 
comes a Christian.' 'But, for all that,' said he, 
' you nmst enter into bonds.' *I cannot,' said I; 
'^for I believe thou and I will differ in that: thou 
wiit call that a Inreach of good behaviour, which I 
think is good behaviour.' *What is that?' said 
he. *I suppose thou wilt call it a breach of 
.^od behimour, if I go to one of our meetings be- 
fore the sessions.' He said, sure enough he 
would* ' Then,' I said, ' I would not bring any of 
my friends Into that snare, to have them bound for* 
me.' He said- it was but a month to the ses- 
sions, and could not I forbear from going to meet- 
ings so long? *No,' said I; *if the Lord spare 
me health, I can no more forbear going to meet- 

L- 
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ii\gs, than Daniel could forbear praying to his 
God, although the decree was but for thirty-days.' 
So he committed me to the custody of a sergeant- 
that nighty and the next day he sent to know if I . 
was in another mind than I was in the day before. 
I s^nt him word I was in the same mind that I was, 
in before^ and that I could not enter into bonds. 
And then he wrote a mittimus, and got a man to , 
convey me to Durham jail; where I was kept, 
prisoner till the sessions, when I was called before 
the justices^ who tendered me the oaths again, and. 
asked me if I would swear. I told them I did 
not know that I had ever sworn an oath in my life. 
* It may be,' said they, * he knows not how to . 
swear: read the oath over to him.' So they read 
the oath, and I told them that I could not, for 
conscience sake, swear, because our Saviour had 
said, ' Swear not at all.' So they committed me 
again to the custody of the jailer. About a month . 
after, our friend Robert Wardell came to the city, 
and stirred himself pretty much, and spoke to se- 
veral of the justices for my Uberty, and obtained it, 
that I should go home, and stay till they sent for 
me, which they never did." 

About the year 1686, George Rooke, being at a, 
meeting at Haverfordwest, a widow, who was pre- . 
sent, being affected by his ministry, offered hiQi. 
the parish called St. David's Head, she having the 
advowson of it, which he conscientiously refused. 

George Rooke visited Ireland four times before 
he settled in this country. In 1686 he mailied 
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doAik, the daughter of John Cooke^ and settled in 
Limerick ; but stffl continued diligent in the ex- 
ercise of his gift) to the edification of the churches. 
Happy was it for him that his heart w«is fixed on 
more enduring substance than the perishable 
things of this life, when national Calamities in- 
volved him, as well others, in deep distress! 
During the first :siege of Limerick, military men 
were stationed in his house ; and his wife was 
obliged to watch over the provisions she had pre- 
pared for her family, lest the soldiers should make 
a prey of them. One day, just after she had been 
thus engaged, a cannon-ball entemg the house, 
dashed to pieces the seat she had quitted beside 
her kitchen-fire. The soldiers were disposed to 
be tmrbulent, and 'planned how they should intinu- 
date the family. They conversed in Irish, not sus- 
pecting that Joan Rooke, who was present, un-^ 
derstood them. She heard them out, and then 
calmly toid them, that she knew what they said, 
amd would inform their officer of their purpose, if 
she perceived any attempt to execute it. This 
alarmed thfem: they became submissive, a-nd were 
no longer troublesome. Yet, suspicion resting on 
the protestant inhabitants of the city, they were 
subjected to military oppression^ and, at two 
several times, George Rocke and other citizens 
were imprisoned, {(not knowing on what account,) 
on pain of death if submisidon was refiised. 
These imprisonments were but for a short tim^ 
l2 
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t\ie locigest not es^ceedingtwo days; and were pro^ 
bably intended more to show the power vested Jn 
the governor^ than to exert that power to the iiH 
jury of the peaceable mhabitants. After the &rst 
^iege was raised> the governor informed George, 
Rooke, that) if he chose to remove into the ene^ 
my's quarters^ he must agree with hiin for at pass. 
There were great preparations for another siege; 
their house had been shot through in many places^ 
by cannon-balls; friends had writteai to them. from 
Dublin, advising them to quit Limeirick, though 
they should leave all their property behind.^ 
They concluded on taking their departure. It 
was but Uttle of value they were able to take 
with them, in, comparison of what they gave up: 
their house was well stocked, and their fumitura, 
excellent So far from ever again desiring to pos-. 
«ess such accommodatipns^ Joan Rooke, from that 
time, aspired to nothing in her homse but what, 
was simple, whol^ and clean. She left the place , 
of her birth* with her husband and three little , 
children, to undertake a loEig and perilous journey, 
accompanied by a guide, on whose fidelity, their, 
lives appeared to depend, through a country ei^ 
posed to contending ar^lies, and, what was stiU. 
worse, to the degpredations of the pitiless Rapa-. 
rees, who lay in want to plunder and de^l^oy*. 
The distress and alarm with which they were sur-, 
rounded, increased when they saw one of their, 
neighbours lyin^ murdered by the way-side^ 
That strength which is gained by a reliance on the 
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protection of Providence, was their support, in 
those dismal days of tedious travel, in which they 
were obliged to use caution to avoid the banditti; 
and this caused delay on the road. Their guide 
was faithful, and his integrity was remembered 
and repaid by them^ when, in his old age, he 
stood in need of a friend. I'heir friends in Dub- 
lin, rejoicing in their preservation, welcomed them 
with a tender and affectionate reception. 

From Dublin they saQed for Cumberland, where 
tTiey remained about two years, George Rooke 
steadily obepng the divine command to go forth, 
when he believed it was issued to him. In a 
ioorney to Scotland, he was accompanied by a 
Valuable elder, Jonathan Bowman, and they were 
usefully engagedin stirring up the few Friends there, 
to support the testimonies of their religious profes- 
fflon: a duty which had been too much neglected^ 
He thus relates a circumstance which occurred on 
their return: '^ Coming to a place called Killy, 
on the borders of England, we lodged there, and 
having some victuals dressed for our supper, we 
sate down to refresh ourselves; and waiting upon 
the Lord to feel the motion of life, I was opened ta 
give thanks to Him for his providence, that had 
attended our travel, as also for the mercies that we 
were about to receive. And the woman of the 
house, being a Presbyterian, seemed to be mighty 
irell pleased that such men were come to her 
house ; but her husband said he never heard so 
much from any of our people. ' What people are 
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they?' said his wife. 'They are Quakers,' said 
he, *Nay,' sdd she, 'they are Presbyterians/ 
*Nay,' said he, 'but they are Quakers.' 'But 
are you Quakers?' said she. 'Yea,' said I, 'they 
call us so/ * Then,' said she, ' I will not eat with 
you.' She then began to run out against us« Sot 
after we had done supper, I began to talk with her 
very mildly ;^ and she was so far reached, that she 
became very loving. Thus the Lord makes way 
for his truth, in those that seem to oppose it.'' 

In 1693, George Rooke settled in DubUn for the 
remainder of his life. He and his wife sold their 
estate in Limerick, to enable them to follow busi? 
nessj and though diligent in providing for the 
maintenance and education of an increasing family* 
he slackened not in his zeal for the promotion of 
piety. He was much concerned on account of the 
affirmatioit, which the legislature, kindly yielding 
to their religious scniples,^^ had granted to the pep- 
ple called Quakers, to be accepted instead of an 
oath. The first form of this was not easy to the 
minds of many Friends, because the sacred name 
was mentioned therein: they were, therefore, not 
satisfied to avail themselves of it, and this exposed 
them to a continuance of suffering. However, in 
course of time, such a one was granted as was to 
the satisfaction of ajl. In his travelling by the 
sea-coast, George Rooke was earnest in advising 
Friends '^against any clandestine way of dealings 
whereby the government is defraudedj^ and tbo 
fair dealer is hurt." 
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In 17S7, George Rooke lost his beloved wife, of 
whom he gives the following testimony: "She 
was a careful and loving wife, and good help-meet, 
boA in things temporal and spiritual ; always wil- 
ling and ready to help me forward, when I found 
a concern and drawings to travel abroad in truth's 
service; and, in my absence, was very diligent in 
taking care of the family and prudent manage- 
ment of our outward affairs, as also m a circum- 
spect conversation, and tender, motherly advice to 
^ur children, for their good; and was troubled 
when she saw any of them, or others, who de^ 
scended from religious parents, and were educated 
m the profession of truth, take liberty in conver- 
sation, habit, or speech, contrary to the holy 
principle we profess ; exhorting them to mind the 
truth in themselves, whereby they might be pre- 
served from the hurtful conversation, and foolish 
fashions of the world, in apparel or otherwise. 
She was visited with a lingering sickness for 
several months before she died, and preserved iQ 
much patience and innocency, as a child; and was 
glad to see honest Friends, who came in love to 
visit her, though at sometimes so weak of memory^ 
that she could not distinguish them by name. 
And as she Uved in the fear of God, I have ground 
to beUeve she died in his favour, and is at rest 
from all her troubles, and various exercises which 
had attended here* 

** She quietly departed, the 17th of the 7th 
month, 1737; and was decently interred in Friends' 
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)>Mryu*g-il4aoe*«t Cork-Street, the^Othof Ihe stmie, 
jiged ne«r eigl^-four jQura; an4 mai^ fid^Bdci 
and Qeighbours acccrnqpamed her corpse ^to ^im 
l)ivrial among lAifi^ »}^ i^ lived in love and 
good esteem. 

''^d Srl^ee^ in DviUxa, the^ ^h of ihe ^«b 
month, 1732." ^ 

Wimk Urn, ifae testimony giv«n fo»& by the 
:iMinen'« jaaeeting of DabMn ftdfy concurs ; oaeiii^ 
itomg^eraa anoliierffl thecfaurch, ivbeseteaB^ 
faoiDtetions iaffldeetkags of discipline wese ve^;litgr 
eml lijvcily, sboommending iso faitkftiMeBS in^Uf* 
fiort <x£ our ancient ilestMneay; fer iCculli, i^ 8aid« 
«»8 &0 same^as enrer. 

AtthiBitime, his only "daiigblea;, Raebel Guie* 
ten> a i«i^idow^ K^nd ^th Gootcifse Rooke, »and, widh 
ber cUyidneMt o^ndRNSbed kistde€diid»g j^ars^ wUh 
he twnited patiendy lor die rt^nsimationiof his ilo^ 
jmmey through .this world. Befeved kf di r««in» 
wd all a^a, he was often smnrousded Igr the IM^, 
ahiidreiaiof hosnei^diOMFs; whio,Aoooetmgiiim«s 
a gimndfsfthiKf looked up vith <de%ht to his he^ 
lMpi.eountenanc8e« If it happened, which iteet 
ism did, tlMt he was tseated with unkindBesB, he 
hoi:^ ft ealnfy» feegas^ and seemed ito forget Am 
such a circumstance had occurred. 

Tlnis he lired; in ike enj^jpoent of teanqidlBty^ 
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^ in his niiiety-first year, a pleurisy, in a few 
days^ put an end to Us fei^ and exemplary life. 

Eainajitmihi TeMmxmjfJHm %he Quarieriy 
Mtdi9igcfLrin$Urpr(ii0i0u>$^ eoneeming George 
MmHu. 

"^He was a very diBgent attender, not only of 
ttleetibgs for divine worship, where he was par- 
ticularly exemplary in observing the hour appoint- 
ed, but also of those finrdisi^ine; and was scarce 
ef«r absent {uidess when engaged in travelling 
elsewhere in truth's service) from the province 
and quarterly meetings, until disabled byinfirmhy 
of body^ 

^* He was a man of good understanding^ though 
but liittle school learning; of a sweet temper; in 
conversation pleasant and affitble; an affeciiqnate^ 
husband and fathes^}; ar frequent and sympathizing 
vkiter of the sick*. He was a diligent and faithfu} 
minister, and his labours were oflten crowned with 
success, to the convincement of many, (scnne of 
whom proved serviceable and eminent in the 
ehurch,) anfl to the edification and estabUshment 
of others. 

'' In the exercise of his gift he was clear, solid, 
and lively, even unto extreme old age; in prayer, 
living, reverent, weighty, and condse ; in his de^ 
portment, meek and humble, not elevated by his 
gifts and good services; a diligent reader of the 
holy scriptures, and, in his preaching, a faithful 
L 3 
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quoter of them; tender of the glory of God, alid 
of the honour of our holy principle. 

" He retained bis integrity, as well as under- 
standing and memory, to the laat ; and expired the 
7th of the ISth month, and was buried in Friends' 
burying-place, in Dolphin's-bam Lane*,. Dublin, 
the 10th of the same, in the year 1742, being the 
ninety-first year of his age, and about the sixty- 
seventh of his ministry." 

From "Rutty's Rise and Progress ;** from << Testimonies 
of public Friends;*' and from George Rooke's Jbunial» 
in MS. 

From Gecyrge Faulkner's Dublin JoumaJy 1742. 
Last Monday night died, much lamented, in the 
ninety-Srst year of his age, Mr. George Rooke^ 
senior; and on Thursday his corpse was conveyed 
from his own house, to the Quaker*^s meeting- 
house in Meath-street, with great solemnity, and 
from thence to their burying-place in Dolphin's- 
bam Lane, attended by great numbers of his 
friends, and other people. He was an eminent 
preacher among the Quakers, about seventy years. 
The evenness and sweetness of his temper; his uni- 
form, steady, virtuous life; the excellence and pu- 
rity of his manners, and his universal goodwill to 
mankind, made him not only esteemed and be- 
loved by those of his own persuasion, through- 
out Great Britain and this kmgdom, but by all 
others who had the happiness of his acquaintance. 

. • Also called Cork Street. 
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MARY GREER. 

Maet Gresr, of Ul^r province, bom in 1670, is 
thus testified of by the meeting of Lurgan: *' That 
afae was much esteemed for her exemjdary life 
and conversation: her appearances in the minis^ 
try conveyed comfort to the serious mindi though 
her words were not many. She was diligent in 
the attendance of the meeting to which she be- 
longed, and also general meetings ; visited, as a 
minister, some parts of her native land and Eng- 
land, and paid a general visit to Scotland. 

As a wife, a mother, and a neighbour, her con-^ 
duct was worthy of imitation. Endowed with a 
natural sweetness of temper, she exerted its influ- 
ence to preserve her children and servants in 
humility and industry, and her heart and house 
were. open to her friends. 

. Her last illness was short, and she spoke but 
little; yet that Uttie was consonant with her life: 
it was expressive of her desire that her children 
might hve in love with one another. She died in 
the year 1742, aged seventy-two, a minister thirty- 
seven years. 

From *< Testimonies of public Friends deceased.'^ 



d by Google 



s» 



JQSEPaiVAMmG. f 

ngj^, faeiimg ihe sainisfcry of Wiffiam Edmmdsmy 
aaid belseying tadietmA of the doelmiefi whkH 
vrem preaelKd, lie jdned kiniseif to tiie eodety 
l)(f FrieiMibu 

In 17^ he becaiM a pidiKc preodief Itineis^ 
liaymg io»g bseaiii •one, in aSienee, liy Ms exanfie. 
His teiaper was s^v^eet^ faSs conveirsatSon pleasasit^ 
hereproved ^ridi <needcne6s, iv>a« «ati<»oiis of giT*< 
iog offence, lov«d peaee, and ende&fo«tted to pro- 
rndte it^ desirous that all isboiM dwcH together fn 
unity* . He was watchM oror hhnself, and ft«r- 
M of bdng isawn away irom <3iis watchfbhiess, 
0fidM by B^at 0o«ie would eaU^maU indulgences. 

He was a husband and a ftU^r; ond^ in a good 
old age> he £ed regretted^ as he had fired be-^ 
Wed, the 23d of 9<di months 174S, «ged seventy- 
feuK. A minilter sevetrteen years. 

^soBL the Te^^mj'^ Mpiit% MiK^ogy^MKAy^Wm>^ 
ford* 
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Mvmo BteWLiiYj son bf TRomas and Margaretc 
Bewky, of Wiw>€haH in Cumberiand, was born in < 
the year 1677. He manifested in his early years 
a fer ve n t ^eril for Ae attendance of divine wor- 
fliup; aaid amongst his papers was found one ad« 
dsesaed to^his maaBter, in the time of his appren- 
^eiMp, eamestfy requesting that he shoidd have 
kis ¥FOi)c mRotted to Inm, that he mght make pre-^ 
pQX&tkm fcr, aad he at ^berty to attend the week- 
dfiy mee<^gt or that he might be allowed to pay 
for <he time thns spent, when the term of his ap- 
pj^ntSceship should be expired. 

He came ^to Xrdand^ and settled within the 
compass of^ Edenderry monthly meeting; soonr 
after wi^ch he appeared in public as a minister/ 
and freely devoted himself to spend and be spent 
for die promotion of piety in the earth; being dili-- 
geAt in ^Sxt exercise of his gift, both a| home and. 
Abroad; and, on thiis account, travelled in Eng- 
land, Scotiioid, and Wales; also in Holland and' 
America. While in America, in the year 1 733, his 
wife died, which was a deep and sore triaL He was^ 
careful in the religious education of his cbildr^, 
and walked before them an example of bumility^rv 
firmness, and integrity. He was of a liberal dis- 
position» and sympathized with the afflicted; kind 
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to his neighbours, upright in his dealings, and 
industrious in his business. He was much en^ 
gaged in transacting the discipline establbhed in 
the religious society ta which he belonged, care- 
ful in forming, a judgment of what was for the 
good thereoi^ tender over the well-meaning, but 
prompt to discern those who were more in show 
than substance. 

His desu-e that he might hold out futhfiil to 
the end was fulfilled; and the day before he took 
his last illness, he bore a lively testimony in the 
meeting of Edenderry. The next day, being at 
his nephew B^amin Wilson's,^ he complained of 
indiisposition, and prepared to return- to his own^ 
house, a few miles distent* His niece,, alarmed at 
the alteration in his looks^ s^it a person to accom-^ 
pany him home. His illness increased on the way 
so much, that he needed support to prevent his 
falling from his horse. In three days he peace-< 
fully departed this life, the 3d day of 3d months 
1747, in the seventieth year of his age. 

His son, Thomas Bewley, was l^gbly esteemed, 
in the religious society to which he belonged, and 
in which he held the station of an elder. He 
was a tender husband, affectionate parent, and 
kind master. He died in Dublin, the 5th of 3d 
month, 1795, aged seventy-three. 

From «< Kutty's Rise and Progress,*' and ^^ Testimonies ot 
public Friends deceased.^ 
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GEORGE BEWLEY. 

George Bewlet was born in Cumberland, in the* 
year 1684. His parents, George and Mary Bew- 
tey, were of the society of Friends, persons of 
great worth and sincerity of heart, who endeavour- 
cfd to lire according to what they professed, and 
to train their children to walk in their steps. In 
the seventh year of his age, George Bewley was 
susceptible of religious impressions. He loved to 
attend meetings, and therein his young heart was 
lAelted with a sense of the goodness of his Maker; 
imd he feared to yield to the allur^nents of play^ 
because he was thereby diverted from those con-^ 
templations which afforded him the truest enjoy- 
ment. The instances are not so rare as some may 
imagine, of little children thus- coming to their 
Lord. The -pure, innocent mind, attracted by 
the love of what is good, may relain that feeUng,. 
if it be not dissipated by the examples around. 
When he was reviled by his schoolfellows, and 
told that he was not a Christian, he considered 
this imputation meant that he had not received 
the rite of outward baptism; and was fuQy satis«^ 
fied that inward grace was su£Sdent, without any 
visible sign, and that the baptism of Christ was <^ 
,a spiritual nature. 

He passed through childhood carefid of his 
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words and actions^ grieved when he felt any loss 
of that innocency from which sprung his sweetest 
enjoyment; and, when separated from his pious 
parents, longed to return to dieir protection. He 
was removed from them at the age of fourteen, 
being placed in Duhfin as an spprentioe. In tikit 
iMtge and populous dtyhe was preserved from 
the svorronnding snares, by die holy fear whidh 
dwdlt in his hearts— the fisar of oflfending Ub 
Maker. He was caieftd to fulfil his duty faldi-> 
fiiUy to his master, and to be diligent in his ser-»^ 
fioe;- yet he was restrained from losing many 
nnneoessary woods in Ihe way of trade, remem^ 
berintg and feelings that, ^^In the multitude of 
jmeds there wanteth not nn;*' and when Md 
watcfaiblness in this respect relaxed, convictioii; 
umi repentance £:^wed. Hav eorrespondence 
wkh hia own fttnily str^igthened has good reso« 
lotions, and hewaikdd qnietiyainig in a retired^ 
path, tin, by assoeiatikig: with^ l^oong, perscms less / 
seri<»id^ tfaHn hiniself, he was induced to indidge 
in flie gaiety of yvnth^ and tlMmgh preserved 
fronrgvosa-evik, he lost, by degrees, much of Aat 
deoumspection wl^rein safety consists, and began 
to acbonnt those liiiiigs trbrui, whidi, in thdr 
consequences, are impo^rtant^. 

At this time a meeting was appomted for young 
persons; axd'befiaire he irent to it, George Bew-* 
fey ccMisidered whether fab a{if)earance was cou" 
formable to the advices of Friends; intending, % 
Improved JEor any latitude tiberein, to justify hfan- 
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ffdtf bj urgtumat. But in iikuit meetagig h» 
fiajfyccm^oedf diat ihe care of fidAlnl Friendly 
tiwtnm thoee minor mattsisB^ ims for the gooA of 
the jrouBgy irhoie duty ajBd inftfirait it was to ooo^ 
daaoend to ^thoae fviM> had a elearer sight <of ^br 
danfesBilo whiidii;hii^ aeaMn lof ffeinrasincidaB^ 
iSamk fitdiriiiexperienee could he aii^posed to pot^ 
sess; and that the disregard of ourtertmonieB, ia 
Aose Eetpects^ iras iogwicNU to the daqdioity of 
^ profemon^jmd often pron^ an inlet to gn^Mr 
enjfc* To use "George Bevrley's jewn words: 
*'6toU was the care and conoeni of finlhibl 
eldevs in those dagrs, mihe aty w£ Bufalin^ for tie 
j^iesenralion of 4fae young gena»tion cmt ^ tihe 
efSB tibat^re in the werid: ibey were good exaUH 
pies to VB, and often adriaed and admoi&hed ut 
for our good^ not only in family visits, hut at oAm 
times; and we g^ieradly reoetmBd their counsii 
well, and were thankful for it, and the well4B-> 
dioed were helped hherdby. There was a large 
iBttetBig in tiiat city Aen, and imany worthy mkd»* 
ton afid elders; and fkiends there were a *idam^ 
hi— b le, self-doiying people, and had a great regBsi. 
to Ae adviee, rules, and precepts of the >ancientB^ 
aad were c^doHsiy conoemed to obseive than. 
Ami in a ^ood degveetmth pcospered, and Friends 
weroioomferted in the^Lord, and encouraged (c( 
fiiHvw him AiAivIfy, and were greatly concerned 
that Aitk cMdiea and ftrailies iHhonld do the 

.After tbliiin a time of sieki^ss, George Bowleg 
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was brought very low in his mind ; reproachmg 
himself for the ingratitade to that Power which 
had followed him from childhood with mercies 
and with judgments; and very desirous was he to 
be restored to heakh, still more to be restored to 
peace, covenanting to he more carefiil for the re- 
mainder of lus life* His desire was granted, and 
bla covenant kept 

After serving his apprenticeship, he visited his 
parents ; and, on his return to Ireland, entered into 
the employment of Joseph Hoare, of Cork, being 
cautious of entering into business on his own ac- 
count too soon, and deitirous to obtain more expe- 
rience* Of Joseph Hoare he says: ^ He was an 
honest,, good-natured^ gei^rous^ fiiend; his ser- 
vice was very agreeable to me in many respects; 
and I had liberty to attend meetings, both on first 
and week-dayi» which was a great satisfiicticm ta 
me*. 

George Bewhy was invited to sit in the meet- 
ings of discipliufii and observing the diligence and 
care of faithful fddars, he was glad of their reli- 
gbus oversight, and his heart joined with theiit 
labour of love* Nor was he satbfied that his own 
outward convenution and appearance were order- 
ly, but was concei:oed that the work of God 
should be carried OQ, in hi& souL He loved the 
company of pious p^rsws, and of those who.came^ 
in the love of the gospel to visit dieifer brethren^ 
Of these, from the year 1706 to 171S, one huiK 
dred and eight came ta visit Cork» niost of whom. 
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were firom England; and when George Bewle; 
accompanied them, as he often did, to adjacent 
meetings, agreat &ar and care rested on his mind, 
that he might not, ia the least degree, do any 
thing which should lessen the wdght of theic 
services. 

He continued with Joseph Hoare till 1718, 
when he took to wife Blessing Fennell*, of Youg- 
haO, who, he says, " proved a pious woman, and a 
true help-meet to me, both inwardly and outr 
wardly." 

In 1713 he felt a necessity laid on him to speak 
a few words in meetings for worship, in which he 
was encouraged by his friends; and he says: ''I 
was gceatly concerned to walk agreeable to what 
I said in words, both in conversation and in my 
trade and business; and a care was on my mind to 
avoid the hurtful and unnecessary inciunbrances 
of this world, in which concern my wife joined 
me." He now found himself united with his elder 
brethren, in that engagement on behalf of others, 
the benefit of which he had himself experienced; 
and in the year 1714, was invited by them to join 
in vbiting the families of Friends. 

In the year 1781, he had the satisfaction of 
entertaining at bis own bouse, his venerable 
father, then eighty years of age; and afterwards 
of accompanying him, in religious visits, to some. 



. * Daughter to William and Blessing Fennell, and grands 
^ftii^ter to Itobert and Deborah Sandham^ 
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meetings m Munster and Leinster. These ser- 
vices performed, his fatlrer returned home^ and, 
about ibur years afterwards, departed thb life. 

In 17^^ there was a rumour of a consphracy in 
iaYOur of the Stuart family, and it was beUeved^ 
that persons disaffected to the existing govern- 
ment, enlisted men and sent them to France, ta 
assist in a purposed invasion. Notwithstanding 
their well-known peaceable principles, examina- 
tions were lodged against George Bewley and. 
Thomas Beale, by two men, who, it was afterwards 
discovered, had they succeeded in their viflany in 
ttiis instance, would probably have gone greater 
fengths, having had a Hst of several other Friends, 
against whom they were prepared to inform. 
George Bewley and his friend heard, with great 
surprise and indignation, the accusation, which 
represented them as united with those who in- 
tended to subvert the government, of meeting 
secretly for that purpose; and the time and place 
of their thus meeting was sworn to. Although 
they were conscious of their own innocence, and 
be&evedthat the justice who took the examina- 
tions considered them guiltless, they were not 
quite free from alarm, as many persons in the 
nation had suffered death on this charge. The 
reward for conviction was so considerable, that it 
was supposed some had most wrongAiIly been 
sacrificed to the avarice of base informers, and they 
kitew not but this might be dieir own ease. HoW- 
tyer, George Bewley recollected that he had been 
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from home at die time his enemies had fixed upoA 
to represent him concerned in this conspiracy;, 
and by the post-mark and date of a letter to his 
wife^ he convinced the magistrate that^ on t^ 
day on which he was accused of holding the trea*" 
enable meeting, he was fifty miles from Cork. 
The informers haying by some means heard of 
tbis^ secured themselyes from the punishment, 
which their perjury had incurred, by a hasty 
Sight. 

George Bewley was engaged in frequent visits 
to the meetings of Friends in this nation, and 
sometimes in Great Britain; and he says : ^' When 
I was at home, I was diligent about my outwiu?d 
a^airs; and it pleased the JLord to bless n^ in- 
dustry, and increase business, which seemed t^< 
xequire moxie constant attendance; yet it became 
my concern to order my affairs so that they might 
not hindeir me nov my family from constantly at^ 
4;ending meetings for worship, both on week-days 
and first-days; and I was diligently concerned to 
keep out of the unnecessary incuunbrances of the 
world, being afraid lest they should hinder me 
irpm visiting my brethren, when .the Lord moved 
upon my heart to see how th^ fared. In this I 
found pea9e and great inward satisfaction, and was, 
tnade sensible, that ^Godliness with contentment 
is great gain ;' and though the leaving of outward 
Affairs may sometimes seem a loss, yet the.Lord 
4s sufficient to make up all to those who are tn4y 
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devoted to serve him^ it being his blessing that 
.maketh truly rich,** 

Thus this exemplary man pursued his 'course^ 
and when infirmity of body came on him, wais pre- 
pared to receive what might be called evil firom 
the hand of his gracious Lord, who had so often 
dispensed good to him. He was afflicted with 
great weakness of his limbs; and, in the year 
1746, went to Bath, by advice of his physicians, 
-where he grew worse, and returned home in a 
bopeless state as to his health of body; but his 
^ependance being on the Physidan of vdue, the 
unfailing Friend, his desires that his sufferings 
might be sanctified to him, and patience given to 
endure them, were granted, and after some time 
he gradually and unexpectedly recovered die use 
of his limbs, which he had lost. Though he 
continued infirm, he attended meetings while he 
iras able; and when increasing weakness prevent- 
ed, he pressed it iipon those who came to visit 
faim, to do their day's work in the day-time; recurs 
ring to the examples of ancient Friends, in their 
diligence in attending meetings, it was a comfort 
to him thett be had not neglected this; but he 
found all little enough, and that he had only done 
his duty therein. Those expressions were utter- 
ed with a tenderness of spirit which affected those 
who heard him. 

He was preserved in great patience andresig- 
nJition, yet desired, if consistent with the divinie 
willf to be removed to " where the vncked cease . 
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from troubling, and the weary are at rest;** saying, 
that he found, in the time of his greatest weak- 
ness, the Lord near to support him. 

He departed this life, at the age of nxty-fiye, 
in gieat peace and quietness, without a 4Bigh or 
groan, the 11th of 12th month, 1749, 

For an account of the d3dng expressions of 
George Bewley's daughter Mary, who died in the 
8th month, 1730, in her sixteenth year, see the 
sevenA part of " Piety Promoted." 

From ''Testimonies of public Friends deceased,*' and 
*" George Bewley's JoumaL" 



WILLIAM «PROULE. 

William Sproule was bom at Toberet, in the 
county of Westmeath, in 1674, of honest, reli- 
gious parents, who educated him in the profession 
of the Church of England. He was mcUned to 
virtue in early youth, and strict in attendance on 
public worship ; yet he became dissatisfied there- 
with in his mind, and his father observing this, 
recommended him to the bishop, and others of 
the most eminent clergy, with whom he had many 
conference!^ but to little satisfaction; for he found 
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ihe performanoes whiok they reoommended had 
not contributed to his peace. He therefore be* 
took himself to reading the Seriptures^ to retise^ 
ment, and mentation,, in which he felt coxnfbrt. 
Being acquainted with some who bdonged to the 
retigious society of Friendsi.and esteeming ti»m^ 
he was desirous to be further informed of their 
jmnciples ; and with this view he went to some of 
their, meetings, and increased his intimacy w^ 
'them> tiU^ bdieving it right tor him to unite with 
them in religious profession, he informed Ins>. 
iather thereof^ who affectionately told him thati 
if he really thought it his duty to do so, he gave 
him his free consent, and wished it might ccmtri* 
4bute to his peace of mind* 

Some years after he married amongst Friends, 
and settled in the town of Athlone; where his 
Christian-like life and becoming tleportm^if^ gain* 
^d him the love and esteem of all ranks of people. 
About the year 17^, his mouth wajs opened in 
the ministry, in which his services were very ac- 
ceptaUe. He visited sovie meetings in the neigh- 
bouring provinces, was freely ^ven up to the^ 
duties of the religious somety of which he waft a 
member, and was particulady^ usefid in ibnily 
visits. 

William Sproule bore a painfiil illness vnih 
much patience and resignaticsi; andi sensible to. 
the closing p^iod of life,.he quielly departed, the 
gSdofSdmoutfi, 175 J. 

From " Testimonies of pubHc Friends deceased." 
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JONATHAN BARNES. 

Jonathan Barnes, bom in 1696, joined the 
sedety of Friends about the 23d year of has age. 
He had been a lover of dress, but became an ex- 
ample of plainness and circumspection, and, after 
some time, a mimster; and was ccmcemed to visit 
divers parts of this nalaon, and also En^^d and 
Scotland, with his worthy kinsman John Asht<m. 
He was an upright man, serviceable in supportmg 
the discipUne, yet unassuming and Jowiy-mimkd; 
dieerfiil, but not talkative; and in that good.ser« 
vice of visiting families of Frioads, he was emi- 
nently useful. He rul^ well his own fSun^; 
was esteemed in the copntry, bdng industrious, 
prudent, and benevolent. His house was open to 
his friends, and he rc^<^iced to entertain those 
engaged in ministerial la^urs* 

In the latter part of hb life he was afflicted with 
bodily infirmity, and often went to meetings in 
great pain. The day he died, he said, with much 
sweetness and tenderness, '^ The God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, is my God: he called m0 
when I was m the wilderness. I have often read, 
O death, where is thy sting? but now I can 
jspeak of it by experience." After which, lying in 
great stillness, he quietly breathed bis last, the 
18th of 5th month, 1751, aged fifty-five. 

From ^^ Testiiiionies of public Friendt deceutAJ^ 

U 
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Robert Richardson, who was bom in .1668, was 
a Friend muck esteemed in the province of Ulster, 
The testimony jcxmo^rmng* him stat^ diat he 
jmned the society. of Friends, and led aUfo' con* 
slstent.iWiith the j^dnciple^ tbe^ pro&ss;; His 
appearances in (the ministry were not larger but 
anoempanied .with the etidciiee 6f : having a ^divine 
coBmumd '(hM^fop*. 

He was zealously concerned for the prosperity 
ofthat^rel^ious society to which he had^ joined 
hiottsd^* and lamented when he saw its membos* 
deviatitig from its precepts^ And> harii^ Uved^ 
circumspecdyy when -his loi^ life was about to 
dese^he could triompfaai^ly say^ '^Now I know 
that my Redeemer £veth: glory and hotour to. 
bis name for eTermbre.^ He died, in the year 
17^65 aged e^jhty-^ight; ^ mimster near twenty 
yea»i;»- •....;.. 

. Froin '^ Testixaoiuet oi Public Frieods deceased." 
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ANNE HART. 

Anne HLlrt^ bom in 1671, was educated among 
(be Baptists; but when thss people, to avml per-* 
secution, discontinued meeting tog^thes in their 
place for worship, she becan^ thoughtfiil and 
greatly troubled thereat; and obierving that the 
society of those called Quakers did not shrink 
from suffering, she went to one oi their meetings, 
and was so reached by the visitatiq^ of truth in 
her own mind and their fively nunistry, and find- 
iag &e slanders raised against them were false, 
^t, at the tender age of thirte^i years, she made 
chdce of their profession, and joined hersdf in 
religious conmnmion with them. 

Her. residence appears to have been in Cork. 
S^e spoke as a minister acccqptaUy', and to edifi* 
cation; and^ during the illness which terminated 
her life, gave good counsel ^ to her friends; desir- 
ing them to be weighty in theor meetmgs for dis*- 
cipline, and give judgment impartially, wi|;hout 
favour, or affection. She related to them some of 
her religious experience, in an affecting manner. 
She was esteemed and beloved; and departed this 
life, at the age^f eightynsix, in thi^ year 1757. 

Frem «^ Testimomes of public lB*rieiids deceased.'^ 
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ELIZABETH BALFOUR. 

Eliza^beth, the daughter of James and Sarah 
Tomey, of Limerick, was bom in the year 
1717. She was, by walking in the fear of the 
Lord, which is the beginning 'of wisdom, co-ope- 
vating with the great advantage of a religious 
education, preserved in her early years from the 
follies incident to youth; being a dutiful child, 
and a joy and comfort to her parents, and, by her 
example and advice, fitted to guide the younger 
branches of the family. 

About the twenty-«iecond year of her age, she 
believed it required of her to declare, in public 
testimony, those truths which she would rather 
have chosen to continue to inculcate by her quiet 
walking in private: yet, hard as it was to her 
nature dius to expose herself, she found that in 
submitting to die command, she could alone find 
peace, and ther^ore gave up to it. In her nunis- 
terial capacity, she visited the meetings of Friends 
in this nation, some parts several tmies : also the 
south-west parts of England, in company with 
Elizabeth Pease. Her ministry was plain, living, 
and powerful. She was ako serviceable in meet- 
ings of discipline, and in family visits ; a work she 
much approved of, and which she entered upon 
^ with awfiilness and fear, sensible that Divine Wis- 
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dom alone can quafify for the fisdthful perfonn- 
ance of so important an engagement. 

She married Archibald Balfour, a worthy elder 
ofWaterford, who testifies that, ^ in the station 
of a wife, she was tender and sympathizing be- 
yond what can he expressed in words, or ever 
understood, except by those who have been 
favoured with such a blessing.** 

Yet, pious as was her life, the prospect of 
death was to h^ v^y awful; and, weeping bit- 
terly, she said, ^I^y pain and weakness is so 
great, that I think I cannot hold long: I am so 
distressed and poor in mind, that I fear I am not 
prepared for it" But this doud passed away, 
after some painful days of inward conflict, and she 
then said, " Not my will, but thine, O Lord, be 
done. Now death seems near, and I am willing^ 
having got an evidence of eternal peace.** 

Her dying advice and her' fervent prayers 
flowed as streams of consolation, to those who 
mourned for their impending loss, and beheld her 
extreme suffering. ^'This is hard work,'* she 
said : '^ the a£9iction of this body is very great; 
and it is an awful thing thus to look the Almigl^ty 
in the face; yet, through mercy, I am free from 
any guilt that I know o£ Oh! if it be so dread- 
ful for those that have led pretty circumspect 
lives, what will become of these that are loaded 
with the guik of sin? If the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the wicked and ungodly ap 
pear?*' Adding, ^^ And there is no mortal tha 
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can give- any help to r^nove the giult of ska^ at 
such a time as this; so let none deceive them- 
sel?es with such nQtiotis« for, if they do, they ^wiO 
find it a deceit.'* . 

Her desire for 9. suspmsion of pain^before her 
departure; was mercifully granted ; and il is^J^e- 
lieved she entered intb t^a^ rest wliich.ia prepari^ 
for the righteous. She. departed tbh life the ist 
of 8th month, 17589. aged, forty-one.. . 

From '^ Testimonies of public Friends deceased.*' 



SAMUEL WATSON. 

SAMVEii Watson, bom in the year.16869 was« Ae 
worthy successor of his honourable iather, Jolm 
John Watson, {see p* tS5.] He succeeded- him, 
not only in his outward posses^ns^ but in bup* 
• porting a character^ and holding l(»'th an example, 
which .oblfthii^d geher al esteem and Ivre. - Blessed 
with tbe.great adyantage of a religious education, 
he b^ame setttiUe^ even in^ fais-childbood, of the 
|>recious inflOi^nce ^f^ divinfe goodness;, and grew 
up in sobriety^ cireumrpection, and in' the &TOur 
of God and goodmeut bcin^Tpreserved, thrwigh 
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the dangerous patkaf youth, from the evils duU 
are in the woi^M. . » > 

In 17005 he married Susamm Nicholson, with 
whom he had previously* formed a friendship, 
founded on' the iirm basts of mutual estcfenilmd 
^milarity of sentiment; each, having, 4n the morn- 
ing of the day) chosen ttie path <of8elf4fenial--^htH: 
path which leads to peace. The union- 'of such 
minds, as might be expected, was productive ^f 
great comfort to each other, and of umrpeakable 
advantage to their children;' for whom^ their hearts, 
when sitting in retirement with them> were dften 
poured forth in desire fof the preservation of the 
beloved objects of their solicitude. 

In the yeai? 1 718, Susannii' Watson appeared as 
a public minister^ -Het* reluctance to yield to* this 
requiidtion of duty, cost her much distress of bbdy 
imd mindr Her health did not permit her to go 
much from home, but a service, more trying to hcff 
delicate, timid nature, than paying religious vimt^ 
to her friends, was required of herj and her in- 
ward cmiflict on this account was great, and ma> 
teriaUy affected her health for' some time. She at 
length yielded submission to this duty, and, in 
consequence, went to the public worship-house at 
Fenagb, while • the clergyman was officiating. 
When he had done, she stood up, and addressed 
the congregation, directing them to the true 
teacher, and exhorting them to accept the offers 
of salvation through Jesus Christ. She was heard 
with attention and respect, and returned home, 
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rewarded willi that peace, which was the conse- 
quence of her obedience. She had, before thp 
perfbmance of this service, laid her concern be- 
fore some of her experienced friends, who encou- 
raged her to fiilfil that which they, as well as her- 
sdi^ believed was required of her. Thus fiuthful 
to her duties, public and private, this exemplary 
woman was preparing to enter the kingdom of rest. 
Her fflness was lingering, and when her weakness 
was great, she attended the quarterly and monthly 
meetings. Her infirmity increasing. Friends met 
with her in her own hpnse; and when not able to 
walk, she was carried down stairs to sit with them* 
Far beyond aU sublunary enjoyments, she felt the 
Evidence of her fiiture happiness, and removal of 
aU doubts, which she expressed with trembling 
and tears of gratitude to, and admiration of, the 
condescension and mercy of her gracious Re- 
deemer. In her last sitting in meeting, she boro 
testimony to the all-sufficiency of the divine power,, 
and pressed it upon those present to serve the 
Lord above all, in which they would find their 
great advantage at the close of life; and concluded 
thus: ** You cannot serve God and the world." 
She lived but one day after this; and when her 
mourning husband enquired if she had any thing 
on her mind respecting him or her children, she 
paused, and replkd: " God is all-sufficient for 
thee and thine : I doubt not but you will do well.** 
She said little more: her thoughts seemed much 
withdrawn from all earthly objects, and she quietly 
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passed away, the 2d of 4di month, 1726, m the 
tiarty-nmth year of her age. 

Bereft of the wife of his youth, and the mother 
f^ his children, Samuel Watson was supp<»rted 
under this close trial, by the merdfiil hand that in 
wisdom had ordained the stroke which severed, 
tbk dearest eartUy tie* Continuing watchful orer 
his own conduct, and distrustful of his own reso-i 
lutiotis, relying on Him who coidd alone enable 
hied to keep them, he became more and more an 
example of pious circumspection, and therefore 
qualified to impart oounsd to others, and accept- 
ably to fill the station of an elder. 

I£s second wife was Abigail^ the widow of John 
Boles^ who, when a maiden, by name Craren, was 
engaged m public ministry, and tnnrelled with 
Elizabeth Jacob, through Scotland, in the year 
1712. After her marriage with John Boles, she 
Tisited the American continent, leaving home in 
the year 1725, and returning in 172T. She was 
five times in England on a religious account, and 
firequently engaged thus in her native land. Her 
services were very acceptable: she was not only 
highly esteemed fer her eminent services in the 
ministry, but for her pious life and conversation in 
her own family and neighbourhood. She was of 
a frank disposition, and a courageous spirit; not 
afraid to reprove those who deserved it, of what 
rank soever. Simplfcity and humility were con- 
spicuous in her character: she 4esired not ap- 
M 3 
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pbuse; was ready to give.wpiy to oth^Sj ]md tp 
prefer them to berset£ l^he - encouraged r^ 
youth to obedience to t^eh* good Master^ a^diwas 
&rv^nt in prayers on their accounts aind, fpr bear- 
sel^ that ^he migtit iiot dwiilcUe in old age^, She 
was bountiful to the ptitot^ and often, when: cm 
family visits discovering wants among JFiie^difJii 
^low cUrcumstan<^i^, which they were not.wiU»ig;to 
make^ public^ she assisted them privlttely. She 
had no children ; but to those of both hejr ^ttS* 
bands, she was as a mother, who entirdy won 
their love. Devoted to the will of her heav^afy^ 
Master, and findmg herself released from engage- 
ments 1p travel abroad, about a year h^iotfd her 
death she was sensible that her departure drew 
nigh; and, saying she found her worH ^as d<m^, 
and nothing in her way, resigned hersdf to en- 
dure patiently her bodily infirmities. They WCTe 
great, so great that she earnestly longed t0 be re- 
leased from painful life, yet ^saying; ^'The hotdls 
time is t];Le best'* Like her Wortiby predeceases, 
she attended the vieetiags held in her houses li^e 
her was carried down stairs to sit in t^e^ when 
unable to walk ; and, like, her, was enabled to (Nf.-^ 
ercise her ^t in them, when enduring great weak- 
ness, being *^ strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might.** She was engaged in prayer aboi^t 
two hours before her departure, and then quiet]|y 
expired, As one falling asleep, the 11th of th^ 11th 
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month, 176S, in the sixty-eighth year of her age, 
and fortieth of her ministry^ 

Samuel Watson's testimony concerning her thus 
concludes : " She was exemplary in her family, for 
diligence and industry; helpful to the poor; a 
tender, affectionate wife to me, and mother to my 
children; and such a sweet harmony subsisted to 
the last, that I do not remember ever any differ- 
ence between them, nor an angry word. I may 
truly say, she was made a blessing to me and 
mine, and many more; and, as we were truly 
united together, in the bond of love and life, we 
were many times made one another^s joy in thei^ 
Lord: so that her loss l» us is great, but her 
everlasting gain.*' 

A third tinxe jSitmuel Watson entered. into the 
married state*. He took to wife Deborah, the 
widow of Henry Fuller, and daughter of John 
Baroroft 

He was deservedly esteemed foe las usefulnesi? 
in civil as well aa religious society; and in his 
generied services, his services in his awn monthly 
meeting, or in his more private conferences with 
his fiiends and family, it was apparent that he 
dwelt near the fountain of divine excellence. He 
often desired, in his declining year«, when his 
natural strength and faculties gradually decayed> 
that he might nev^r survive the inward sense and 
feeling, of that which is the Hfe of the soul. Thus, 
peacefully he hved^ thus peacefully he died, at his 
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house at Kileonner^ the 14th of fith montli, 17^ 
aged seventy-six years* 

From "Piety Promoted," 8th Part; from the Testimony 
of Carlow Monthlj Meeting ; and from accounts given by hia 
£u|iilj. 



ANNE GRUBB. 

Anne^ the only daughter of William and Mary 
Willan, was bom at Lambstown, in the Goimty of 
Wexlbrdi in the year 1668. Her mother's name 
had been Watton^ she was a native of LondcMtv 
and incurred the disfdeasure of her parents, by 
joining the society of Friends; in consequence 
whereof she came into Ireland^ and was received 
into the family of John Tottenham, a member of 
that society^ residing in the county of Wexfordi, 
wher^ she remained till her marriage with Wil- 
liam Willan. 

Their daughter Anne was married at an eiurly 
age to John^son of John and Elizabeth Ombb, of 
Annis, county of Kilkenny. They Kved on a fiurm 
at Meyler's Park, near Ross^ where, it appears, 
they were comfortably settled ; and meetings were 
frequently held at their house, to which 9everal of 
theii: religiously-disposed neighbours came. This 



dbyGoogk 



Amke orvbs. j258 

drttw upon tbem the dkpleasure of the clergyman 
of the parish, which he made them feel, to their 
temporal inconrenience. A person who was also 
of the society of Friends, a man of property, see* 
ing how much this industrious man was harassed* 
^couraged him to take one of his farms, and to 
remove to the county of Tipperary, John Grubb 
was persuaded to do so; and the Friends whom he 
left, in their certificate to the county of Tipperary 
montUy meeting, dated ^thof 5th month, 1719» 
testified of him and his wife, thus : ''They behaved 
themselves orderly in their conversation, and were 
members of our men's and women's meeting *, and 
of service amongst us^ paxticularly in the quarter 
where they are now missed; and were well beloved 
by Friends, and of a good report in their neigh- 
bourhood^ and their continuance amongst us was 
vary desirable^'^ 

On their leaving Meyler's Park,^ the meeting 
occasionally held at their house dropped, and they 
had reason to believe that their removal had been 
made without due consideration — without wailing 
to know the will of Providence concerning them, 
who had cared for them in their setting out in life; 
imd that, in their leaving their late residence, they 
were influenced by a desire to shun those x>ersecu- 
tions under which he was able to support them. 

* The meetings for discipline were not, at that time, in Ire- 
land, open to all the members of the Society, as, for nearlj 
the last fifty years, they have been, but only to such whose 
conduct was most exemplary. 
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They bad been but a short time in dieir iie\r 
abode; when a variety of calamities overtodc them: 
a- bari^ which they had built, fell down; theic 
springiBg crops were devpured by an insecti and 
perished before the time of maturity;, a severe 
winter eame oiv itiany of their cattle died, the rch 
mainder w&s seized for rent: they left the fmrm,^ 
and experienced the distresses . of poverty. Dis- 
couraged by those losses, John Grubb aoeepted 
the offer of a merchant in Waterford, to ^ to 
Amerioa, and there superintend the building of <i 
ship. On the passage he observed conduct dta- 
seirving reproof, . in the' captain of the vessel in 
which he mailed, and he according^ reproved him. 
The captaki, ensaged, sworehe would be revenged 
on him for his interference. The afflicted man, 
^ while away from his family and Country, was thu& 
exposed to the fraud or violence of one who de- 
clared himself his lenemy. 

Meantime, his exceUent wife exerted the ener- 
gies of her body and mind, to siq>port her chil- 
dren; yet, encountering the difficulty of narrow 
circumstances, and nursing twin babes*, she was 
diligent in her. attendance of religious meetings^ 
One day she omitted this duty, but the convicti^i 
that she had erred in this omission was so painful, 
that she was careful not to repeat it; and her d^ 
portment in those assemblies, bewrayed that her 
mind was centered in divine contemplation. 

• Benjamin Grubb and Annt Sparrov. 
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E^iiabelh.FeiHiel/Clben Pease^) a minister mudi 
esteemed^ tonehed with sjonpatby for this afflicted 
fnendi.paid her a visit. It was a time of great 
distress in. the bnd; and, ojt herway^ she saw a 
man lying dead, who had apparently perished 
trough want fihe found Anne Gmbhandher 
children. in a very poor cabin, and with the marks 
of grefit poverty about her;,. but was instrumental 
in comforting her depressed mind, by thus ad*- 
dresi^g her: " The case of Naomi came hefoa^e 
me; and though it may appear to thee, as it did to 
her, that the Lord hath dealt bitt^ly with thee, 
yet his love and mercy are underneath, imd trill 
be mantfested to thee and to thy chUdren.** 

This prophecy was fulfilled: her indus^^ and 
the industry, of her family, was blessed, in* iNXx;ess 
of time,, with the fatness of the earth ; thm lehief 
desire having been to obtain the dew of heaven. 
But, fcHT a consideraUe seascm, the good mother 
struggled tlurough difficultiei^ looking towards die 
cheeiing prospect of her husband's return. That 
retum, however, was iinpeded by cirii^umstanoea^f 
an afflicting nature. The offended captain had 
too well kept : his promise of revenge: when, he 
came back to Waterford^ h^ represented John 
Grubb to his employer, as having built his ship 
unnecessarily large; adding other charges, which 
induced the merchant to wiUidraw his affairs from 
his hands, without fumshing him with the mea^s 
of ftilfilhng the engagements enured into. There- 
fore, while John Grubb jdatmed a settlement in 
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that country for himself and his family, he wasF 
thrown into prison for the debts contracted in the 
coarse of his employment. Conscious that he was 
acting with integrityi this was a blow a& unexpect- 
ed as unjust. His futureprospects were all clouded; 
and when^ at lengthy he returned to his native coun- 
try, producing certificates ^om seTceral magistrates 
of the county of Burlington^ also from the monthfy 
meetings of Friends of that place^ testifying his 
honourable conduct and diligence in the service of 
his employer ; yet this employer, notwithstanding^ 
refused to pay him for his services. A few months 
after he had rejoined his famHy, an inflammatioii 
of the lungs, in a short time, removed this afflicted 
flian from them and from life, in the year 1730. 

On the widow again devolved the care and sup- 
port of her young charge. She was successiul irt 
the management of a farm; her circumstances be- 
came more easy, and she was enabled to exer- 
cise hospitality to her friends, and benevolence ta 
the poor; virtues which she possessed in an emi- 
nent degree. Her activity was a means of pre* 
serving her in general good health, during a long^ 
life ; fmd, about the age of seventy,, she has fre- 
quently walked, or rode single on horseback, to 
meeftitig at Clonmel, feeling but Kttle of the infir- 
mities of age. She was confined to the house for 
several months befere the terminaticm of her valu- 
able Ufe. She felt her end draw nigh, with calm 
fortitude; expressed sometiiing of the comfort she 
felt in reflecting that she had not neglected her 
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religious duties, particularly the' attendance of 
meetings ; earnestly recommended to her children 
the care of her orphan grandson* ; and passed 
quietly away from this world of trial, in the year 
1765, aged seventy-seven. 

From MS. 



GHARRET VAN HASSEK 

Gharret Van Hassen,. an ancient Friend of 
Dublin, born in HolliEtnd, about the year 1695, 
'was a signal instance of the mercy and long for- 
bearance of a gracious God; having been fevour- 
«d with a divine and powerful visitation, about the 
fortieth year of his age, and thereby reclaimed 
from a state of unregeneracy and sin, witnessing 
true repentance. He joined in society with 
Friends> and his relation of this event may be ^ven 
in his own words, the reader making allowance 
for tiie language, learned late in life: ^^It came to 
pass, that, in the fortieth year of my age, that I 
left Holland, and came to England, in order to 
take shipping at London fbr Philadelphia, there 
to settle. The week I intended to set out, I was 

• JohaTaylot, 
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taken with the gout, whi6h I never bad befiHre; 
and before I was recovered, the ship went (mfe, and 
left me liehind. Within two weeks kfter, it was in 
the newspapers that this same slup was lost, and 
all that were in it. Oh! that such a deliverance 
may be as a seal upon my mind. From London I 
removed to Colchester, and there settled, working 
at my trade, which was wool-combing. I joined 
with a Dutch society, which was in this place, 
where the minister preached in my own language. 
And it came to pass, one day, after our society 
broke up, in the way towards my lodging I came 
near the meeting-house of the people called Qua-* 
kers; and seeing people standing in the yard, 
with their hats off, I went in and stood amongst 
them, as near to the door as I well could, and 
heard the voice of a woman in prayer ; which so 
affected me, that I wept bitterly, and in that frame 
went to my lodging. The next morning I went 
to the minister of our society, and said to him: 
' Sir, something is the cause of my coming to you** 
He asked me what it was ? Then I said: * Sir, I 
never remember to have shed a tear under aU 
your doctrine ; ^nd yesterday I beard a woman^ 
not understanding a wo?d she said, yet it made 
such an alarm in the book of my conscience, that 
if I was to die this night, I fear I am not fit for 
God nor his kingdom. What, Sir, (said I,) can 
be the meaning of this?' To which he replied: 
' The woman is a witch, and has bewitched you.* 
Upon this I asked what this |)eople were ? Tbea 
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be asked me if.i had a mind to be a Quaker? I 
answered: * Nay, God forbid ; but before I go to 
heaven I must be a good Christian.' To which 
'he replied: ^Then you must not go among them, 
for they are not Christians.' Then, immediately, 
that ttxt of Seriptmre came before me, That d«rk- 
ness hi^th the light, because your deeds are-eviL 
He parted from me in great anger; and, the suc- 
ceeding week, I' went Co the Quaker's meetings 
when a puUic l^end, called Sao^h Lay, stood tip 
and spoke a few words* But I could not under- 
stand one word, being a stranger to the language ;^ 
neithei: did what she said affect me. And so I came 
back jout of the meeting, conduding in my ndnd to 
go the next week; but if the woman was not tbm 
there whose voice affected me the week before, I 
resolved never to go again. The next wedt, ao-^ 
cording to intention, I went again ; and, in a ^ifaort 
time, Mary Wyatt (then.unkiiownto me) ca^ie in, 
and soon after, kneeled down to prayer. Thes> 
being greatly, affected, I cried, in secret : * What a 
pity it is that all the worid is not o£ one language! 
If so, I should know what t\m woman saithv* 
From, henceforward .1 hav^ continued amongst 
Frienda, ^wl am.now, at the time of wridng thi6> in 
the fifty-reighth year of my age; about eighteM 
years from the time of n^ convincement." ^ 

Being,, through iaithfulness, led in the paths of 
piety, and love to God and men, he became a 
minister^ and was a forvent labourer, zealous in his 
testimony agaaost the inordinate love of the worldi 
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afiectionately tend^ to the youths and solicitous 
for their preservation from the temptations incident 
to their time of life. 

In the year 1737^ Gharret Van Hassen came to 
Ireland; and, for the most part of his remaming 
time, resided in Dublin. He visited the meetings 
of Friends in Great Britain; and, in the year 
1747, performed a visit to most, or all the families 
of Friends in Ireland, and alsa to such as had in- 
durred the censure of the society; in which la« 
hour he was well received, for his heart overflow- 
ed with charity. 

Simple in his manners, and unassuming; indus- 
trious and independent; living alone, and with 
great neatness, though in very lunited circum- 
stances, he was respected as well as beloved. It 
is related of him, that, travelling alone in Scotlancl^ 
4uring the hostilities exercised in 1745^ he was 
stopped by military men, who enquired: "What 
king are you for ?" The answer to this question 
was hazardous; but the honest-hearted man re- 
plying, " I am for the King of heaven," he was 
suffered to proceed unmolested on his. way. 

During the latter part of his life, he was greatly 
afiUcted with bodily inflrmities, disabling him, in a 
great measure, for public service: but he still re- 
tained his love to God and man, and at or near 
the time of his conclusion, had the comfortable as- 
surance of his approaching removal to a better 
state; saying, "I am going to your Father and my 
Father; to your God, and my God. I die daily. 
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nevertlieless I live, and not I^ but Christ liveth in 
me." He departed this life the 30th of 6th month, 
1765, aged about seventy; a minbter upwards of 
twenty-eight years. 

From "Pietj Promoted," 8th Fart; and MS. 



JOHN RUTTY. 

John Rutty, a native of England, bom in 1G99, 
was educated among, and made profession with 
the society of Friends. He appears to have been 
susceptible of religious impressions at an early 
age; for, in his thirteenth year, when about to be 
removed to a school where there was danger of 
these impressions being effaced, he poured forth 
a prayer for preservation. He was endowed with 
superior talents, which were cultivated by a Ute- 
rary education; yet his eager thirst for knowledge 
was somewhat checked by the conviction that it 
was not the one thing needful. ' 

Having finished his medical education in Hot 
land, he commenced the practice of physic in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age. In 1724 he settled 
ill Dublin. He says: *'I now made a covenant 
with my Maker.'* And as he kept this covenant, a 
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I4esaiiig iitteaded Inm ; lutd^ "vvfaether considered 
as a^memb^ of his ownidi^us society^ or of tbe^ 
canununity at large, be wns ewittendy usefiil and 
respected. Though his medical skill was in high 
repute, he avoided ostentation; and his dress, ad« 
dress, ^id manner of living, vere insistent with 
the simplicity of his religious profession. HQs 
charity to the poor was manifested, not only by 
advice and assistance, when they came to him^ 
but in visiting them at their own dwellings. In 
the capacity of an elder he frequently imparted 
suitable admonition and counsel. He was much 
engaged in supporting the discipline of the so- 
ciety; and esteemed the visits pjdd to the families 
of Friends, by appointment of the meeting, to be 
a valuable part of it. In conjunction with his 
Inend John Gough, (occasionally joined by other 
friends,) they held a meeting once a month, in the 
school-room with John's pupils. This continued . 
for some time, and seems to have been satisfactory^ 

John Rutty was afiable and social, tender and , 
compassionate, and beloved by his friends. He 
was the author of some esteemed medical works, . 
of a history of the " Rise and Progress of the 
People called Quakers in Ireland," and of a trea- 
tise on the discipline of that society. He 1^ a 
spiritual diary, to be puWished after his deat^, 
from the manuscript copy in its original form; 
and the testimony given forth by Friendis of Dub- 
lin, concerning ^im, concludes with the followmg: ; 
*' The remembrance of his usefU services has en- , 
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d4e#re4 Ws .ineroory to ^ and to many more. In 
a gpod old AgP he departed this life, with thanks- 
giving to^Crpdi we. belieypjjn the fruition of the 
renew^ f9jretaste pf those good things whiph God. 
has in sjbpr^^ fpr those that love him." 

Kfe/ died. the ?7th of 4th month, 1775, aged , 
seventy-six. 



JAMES DOYLE. 

James Do^le, the son of Peter and Mary Doyle^ 
was born at Cooladine, county of Wexford, in the 
year 1716. His father, Peter Doyle, in early Hfe. 
experiienced ai:^ orphan state, being deprived by 
death of hisfath^, when a child; and the subse*. 
quent marriage of his mother proved so disagree- 
able to bim, that he left the place of his birth, 
and sought an asylum with a person belonging to 
the society of Friends. He was a thoughtless 
youth, it appears, till his mind was awakened by 
the circumstance of his bed taking fire, in conse- 
qi^iice of his neglect to extinguish his candle. 
This he discovjered in time to save his Ufe; and 
the escape firom'death, and such a death,, impress- 
ed him with an.awful sense of his inward unpre- 
pared state,_and induced a strict examination of 
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himself. His change of heart was followed hy 
his joining the religious ^society of Friends. He 
had been educated in the profession of the church 
of Rome. He led an exemplary life, as did his 
wife; both attained to a good old age, and died 
at Ballinacarig, in the county of Carlow, having 
Carefully brought up a large family. 

James was their second son. He was sensible 
of the love extended by his gracious Creator to 
his soul, when he was young; and, walking in the 
fields, or pursuing his business of husbandry, as 
well as in meetings for worshipping the Author of 
Love, his heart has been melted, £Uid the silent 
expression of tears bewrayed his feelings. HSs 
firiends, who perceived this tenderness of spirit, 
united to a humble, modest demeanour, and cir- 
cumspect conduct, were strongly attached to him ; 
and those who came on the gospel errand, dis- 
cerned in the unassuming youth the promise of 
a useful member of society^ The secret confficts 
of his soul were not unnoticed by them; and they 
encouraged him to submit to what the Lord 
^ould require of him, which appeared to him to 
be, that he also should bear a pubUc testimony to 
the truth in which he believed. Though con-' 
vinced that this was his duty, he suffered his 
natural diffidence so to prevail, that he withheld 
the sacrifice which he should have offered. This 
brought great distress upon him; and peace, on 
any 4;erms, being his desire, when he again felt the 
command issued, he was obedient, and was richly 
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i^ewarded by the sweet consdousness of having 
d<»ie his duty. 

He continued for some years engaged in this 
3ervice9 though not in many words; but reasoning 
too much with flesh and bloody and stipposing he 
could not be of the use which others were of, his 
mind became pei^lexed with doubts and fears, 
and wanting that resignation to the divine ^11 
which fits for the ministration of the gospel, he 
ceased to be employed by his divine Master in 
that service. He dared not to meddle with sacred 
things imauthorized by the divine command; and 
1^ dreaded that he had incurred the displeasure 
of Him who had before appointed him to that 
office, and that the blood of those' whom he had not 
warned of the ^il of their ways would be required 
of him; which brought distress upon him, till he 
trembled from the agitation of his mind. 

About the thirtieth year of his age, on his mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Ailment, he removed to the 
city of Cork. He endured the affliction of losing 
her, and two sons. His second wife was Mary 
King, the mother pf a hopeful family, whom it 
was his care to train up in the way diey should 
go. 

Though he did not find it required of him to 
appear as a puMic minister for several years, y^t 
he apjHrehended he should at some time be again 
commissioned to do so ; and to be excused firom 
this, he was wiUing to lay down Us life, if the 

N 
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sacrifice would be accepte4. Bi^t the Mnater 
whom he serred was to be obeyed in ^e ^mf 
which he direct^4> w^dhe w^pf desire^ tft araeve 
him was not to choose tbeiKiapiiert^fpQrfonniiig 
iSiif service, nor to offer i|ught in^tef^qf abedi- 
^aee. 

Aftey twenty years' silence in public me^tinge^ 
James Doyle received the coiQiQaBd itgain to 
preach the gospel, was fa^fhful in the discharge 
of this ofl^ce, and continued so to the end of his 
life. W)ien he sppke i^ public it was with ten- 
derness and diffidenee, which added to the im-. 
pression his communications had made. He tra- 
velled little as a m^lister. His servicer at home 
were to edification: he evidently sought for divine 
help in accomplishing t^em. His visits to the 
families of Friends were weU received: it was a 
work he much approved of, and his innocent life, 
lowly mind, and steady walking, gained the love 
and esteem of his firiends, his neighbours, and 
eyen of those whose condw^ feU far short of hb ^ 
example. 

Thus lived this jhous m^n; and when his natu- 
ral strength gi^ve way to ^adual decline, his sj^rk 
was strengthened by divine favour. To kid 
friers whq visited hiq^ he. was often led to com- 
p^unicate ponsolation and counsel; and havii^ 
]9Qrn^ ^1^ t^ous iUnen; wfih Christian fordtude 
fifid resignation, he departed this life the 4th of 
ISth mondi, 1778, aged sixty-two. 

Fimn Testimony ctf Cork Monthly Meeting, and a MS. 
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JAMES GOUGH. 

James Gk>UGH was bom at Kendal in Westmor- 
land, in tbe year 171S. His parents were of the 
sodety of Friends, and educated him carefully in 
^e principles thereof. Having uncommon quick- 
ness of perception, he made considerable proficiency^ 
at school, espeddly in classical literature ; and as 
his stature was'smaU for his age, his attainments 
appeared the more extraordinary, and introduced 
him to the notice of persons of consequence in 
his neighbourhood, who admired him not only fot 
his learning and ready answers to difficult ques- 
tions, but for the gaiety and sweetness of his tem- 
per, chastened by ingenuous modesty. One of 
those persons promised, that, if the parents of the 
favourite little boy would resign him to his care, 
1^ would send him to the imiversity, where his 
tal^its should receive the highest cultivation. 
This offer, gratefully acknowledged, was respect- 
fidly declined; bat it excited the ambition, and 
flattered the vanity of the child. These dispo^ 
{ritbns were, however^ in degree, counter-balanced 
by the examples of hiunili^ and sobriety, whidi 
at home, and in the famiHes of the friends of his 
pazents, were presented to his view; and his 
young heart was s^aoetimes impresl^ed with fear, 
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and sometimes with love, in contemplating them* 
After mentioning the effect which the ministry of 
one of those friends had upon his youthful mind, he 
remarks " the . advantage that accinies to religious 
society and to meetings, where they are fiivoured 
with a number of faithful etders, livitig mimsters^ 
and spiritually-minded friends, men of trudi, 
' fearing God and hating covetousness.' The live- 
liness of their spirits, the clearness of their sight, 
^A the uniformity of their conduct and conver- 
sation, qualify them to show the people how th^. 
should walk, by precept and exan^e: precepts 
drawn from the Uving spring of experience, and 
^Kmnples formed by a watchful attent^m to the 
pointings and limitations of truth. I remember 
some whose very countenance seemed to command 
awe, and impress observers with serious conn- 
deration. As the salt of the earth, seasoning 
those amongst whom they walked, with a sense of 
the truth which lived and predominated in them; 
under the powerful influence thereof, these kept 
up meetings both for worshqp and discipline; and 
were enabled thereby to keep things in good 
order, as themsdyes Were a good savour in thdr 
aQotments. On the other hand we may observe, 
that, where the elders and ac^ve fri^ids are not 
imder this qualification, but, under the form, are 
suffering their hearts to go after thdff covetmis-^ 
Hess, secretly departing frcMU under tl]^ inA:»nce 
of this divine princiide^ the cause and jHreval^ice 
of truth too often de<£ne8 amcrngst the different 
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wnks of the people, as in the day when a standi 
ard-bearer fainteth.*^ 

The tenderness of a niother*s love was wisely 
dbected to the fiiture benefit of him and her 
other diildren. She accustomed them to frugal 
bie, useful employment, and to the subjection of 
their wills. This care demanded, and doubtless; 
<ditained thar gratitude, though, perhaps, the 
yalttie of such an education was not appreciated at 
the time; for James Gough acknowledges that he 
ofien made excuses, to escape the employment 
whieh his mother had prepared for him in the 
ihtervals of school: yet even then he was senabfe. 
of his dt>ligation to her, and afterwards expressed 
Ins belief, that he enjoyed a better state of health 
from being brought up in this hardy way, his con- 
stkution having been but weak and tender. 

In his fifteenth year he became an assistant in 
David Hall's school at Skipton, and went to 
Liverpool, to improve himself in some branches of 
kaming. While there he met with a remarkable 
accident, the relation of winch may serve as a 
warning to those likely to incur such a danger. 
" One first-day afternoon, I went with some other 
boys .boating in the dock; which, by 'means of 
flood-agates, was kept so full of water as to keep 
the ships afloat ivhen the tide was out. We 
rowed several times firom one end of the dock to 
the cAtx. At lengdi some rude boys, that were 
Wronger than we, tod^ frcmi va our oars, and this 
in all pcobaUlky proved the means of our pre- 
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scrvaticm; for we found jOunekes obliged to wofie 
our way with our hands by the ships^ to the upper 
^ttd x^ the dock, whieb^ just as we readied, we 
heaird a n<HSe»as of the loudest thunder. CXmbiag 
^p from the boat to the quay, we soon fou^ tbut 
t^ dock-gates, ^beihg grown old, were broken 
down. The water, rushing out in a rapid torrent, 
b^i^e down all before. it| oversetting and greatly 
dama^g several vessels that lay near them. The 
fretful nearness of such a danger and namyw 
escape from il^ so. a£^cted my nund. as to invade 
my skiep that night, and repea)t itself agam to nay 
imagination widi aggravations of horror." 

He spent four or five years with David HaU,* 
whom he terms his honoured and worthy master. 
From Skipton he went to assist in the school of 
Alexander Arscott of Bristol, who was like a kind 
and tender father to him. 

The plainness of dress to which this young man 
^id been accustomed he continued, though in the 
city where he now resided there was much de% 
parture from it. The foQowing are his remarks 
W- the subjects " I have observed that deviaiting 
from this path of plainness which truth leads 
into, and onaking excursions in dress, opens the 
ivay to intin«ato complexion with young people out 
of our society, or liberfines in it, and so leads 
iiirl^r and fiirther from a due sul:jeclion - to 
Christ!s kii^dotn and government; often making 
thl^ i>rget and; lose the good whidi tbegr bam 
formerly possessed^ and consequently draws th^a 
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dong into the titmodi dfeihger. Whereas, adhering 
to the ti'ilth and ills plain path, bpeiis the way 
f6t Sjlfti" vktld Md¥(^ fi^ik^l^ and ^ifyifag con- 
Itt^ibite^ as I often found here, to my solid mward • 
satfefamion, which I hope I shAH hevfer fdrget.** 

Hi§tbU9dei^ribeskid state: **^ I rose early, fanplor- 
leiA the Lat^ to dfrect me how to ^eiid eViery part 
^tlhb dajr ^ost t6 the honoiir dJFhis name, and to 
aid me to exert myself in tiie fidl discharge of my 
duty every way. Aiid ohl many times a day, 
grfe&t peace arid solid satisfaction flowied in my 
soul, fo!^ attending to aiid fbllowing his intenlal 
directions. Every thing- went i^ell, and in jpropeir 
oi^er, through this constant dare to waBcexbm- 
plftrily, and act faithfully ih the duties of my 
place and station in Ufe. And many times, in the 
Evening 5f a well-spent day, my soul overflowed 
With the sweet earnests of* the heavenly arid ever- 
tai^tlfig teWard, reserved for perseverance in well- 
doing. Sometimes, to every body ttat I saw, t 
fi^ gl*eat love to rise ih mjr heart, ietiid a tdhder, 
well-Wishing desire for them, that their soul^ 
might partake with mine of the hidden treasures 
of thfe tmutterabte lov^ of Christ, and the joy of 
his salv&tion.** 

in 1737, Jairies^ Gotigh came to Ireland, and 
%){>ehed schbdl Ibr the ehildren 6f Friends in Cork. 
9?hie IblloWirig year h^ hid^riM Mary Ddbbs of 
Youghaft. 

Ill l739) he stite§ iii his memoirs as fbltows 
^ About fbttf mntM i^tet otdr marH^e, being at a 
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meetbg in YoughaU, my heart was bowed in re^ 
Terent teat; and, filled with the sweet influence of 
God's universal love, it then appeared to be my duty, 
in the deamess of that Kght and strength of that 
love, to call to, and invite those present, to c6me 
to Christ, and yield grateful obedience to his 
laws. I had been for several years before fully 
persuaded that this would be required of me as a 
duty, and had desired never to dare to venture 
upon it, till it should be so required. 

/^ Uppn this duty being clearly presented to me 
in this meeting, discouragements and obstacles 
poured into my mind in abundance; such as that, 
if I should deliver the words imprest, I should 
then be exposed to much speculation, and become 
the immediate subject of conversation, among such 
as love to catch and propagate matter of amuse- 
ment; that, perhaps, the like duty might never be 
required of me again; and, in that case, I should 
be likely to be r^narked, and talked of for many 
years, as one who had begun and not gone on^ 
Instances occurred of such as had preached 
amongst us for a time, and had either dropped it 
and fallen away, or had, on one account or ano^ 
ther, incurred a public and general disUke or dis- 
grace; andthi^, therefore, it might be safer and 
better for me to rest quiet with good wishes for 
the peo|de, and to eichort in a more private way, as 
I might have opportunity, and a fresh Qpncem oii 
my mind. These grounds of hesitation detained 
me till a friend kneeled down to conclude die 
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nieeting in pfayer. I then saw clearly that, if the 
meeting should break up without my uttering the 
exhortation which was &%d with so much weight 
upcm my mind, I should unavoidably incur the 
stmgs of conscious guilt, and the crime of diso- 
bedknce. 

*' Therefore, |iot attending to the Friend's pub- 
lic prayer, my mind was earnestly and closely ex^ 
erased in mental supplication to the Almighty, 
that he would abilitate me to be fiuthful. I had 
a bard struggle and conflict on this occasion; but 
at lengtib the power of diyine faith prevaOed, to 
the shutting out and put&g to silence all manner 
of discouraging apprehensions. And when the 
prayer was ended, I durst not sit down, fearing I 
sboukl not have power to rise ajgain in time; but 
turning about to the meeting, and seeing some of 
tl^ people staring me in the fiu;e, such was my 
weakness, that I raised up my hat, and holding it 
before my face, I spoke the wdrds which had 
lain with weight on my mind, and sat down. A 
flood of divine joy poured into ray heart, and 
filled it all the day.** 

When James Gkmgh had lived three years in 
Irdand, his brother John came to hrni; for, united 
in brotherly affection, they were desirous to be in 
the same nation ; and his brother taking chai*ge 
of the school in his absence, released Jamesto 
travel in Ehgland, Wales, and Ireland, in the 
work of the tninistry. About the year 1745 he 
N 3 . 
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gave up the ic^iool to }m tnrcjtber, and itteoved^to 
tbe neighbQurhood of -McyuMndlidc, where he 
met with some disapfxHiUiaeiits ia worldly pto* 
qpects. '^Suoh dbpeittfattotMs^!* be writen^ ^are 
huinbhngy deeply exercMng our faiA and pa^ 
tiencei and proving our foundation and owr confix 
deaoe in divine protecti(»i) and reliance cm hea- 
vily help/' 

8ome time after, his wife also became a minister^ 
lo $. religious visit. to the nordi of En^^buid, Jatned 
Gough took a last farewell of the pkee of hia 
oathrity^ and of his aged mother, whose latter days 
and last end wete blessed with peace. His fiither 
died several y^rs hefore* 

A prospect having opened of estaUishing a 
school in MountmelUck,. James Gough accepted 
of it. His outward affiiurs now assumed a more 
£EivomraUe aspect, when he was deeply tried by 
the decease of his bejpved companion, soon aft^ 
the birth of a son, her first child. Onthisdis^ 
tressjng occasion, bis brother, with his wife, came 
to live with and assist him. In the course of a 
visit to the north of Ireland, he desired to have 
a meeting in Belfiet, where none of the people 
called Quakers readed at that time, and aoeom- 
plished k to his t>wn peaee of mind, and the satis-^ 
faction of others.. 

James Gough entered into the married state a 
second time, with Elizabeth Barnes, andth^re* 
^ed ten years in Mountmdhck. The cares of 
an increasing young ftmily of her own, added to 
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the cBtfge of the eli^divn of odiers, he appre* 
faraded, were too oppredsive to thedehcate consti^ 
lotion of his wife, and therefore he accepted the 
ofl^r made, to him by Friends of lEiristoli to under- 
take the day-school in that dty. Thus, af^ hav- 
ing spent twenty-four years in Ireland, he left it, 
and pitted from his friends with mutual, tender 
regret, fdr he was sincerely and universally be-* 
loved by them. This removal appears to have 
been made in the year 1761. 

In 1769 another domestic triid befel him, in 
the death of his eldest son, who was taken from 
this life by a fever, in the twenty-first year of his 
age, in the house of & friend in London, in whose 
employ he was, and where he was much beloved 
and tenderly eared for. 

In 1774, James Gough was invited to superin- 
tend Friends' school in Dublin. After having 
filled this station three years, he gave it up to 
itBother,.and more fully dedicated the remainder 
o£ his time to Hun wImhu he had feiind to be a 
gracioiis Ma«ten He was mu^ engaged travel- 
Ung in different parts of this nation; visitii^ the 
meetings,, and, in many places, the £unilie6 of 
Friends, his heart overflowing wiA* bve. His 
oonvertotic^n wafr entertaining and instructive; his. 
^manners wesre social, cheerfiil, and kind;, which, 
added to innocence, simplicity, and humility^ en-f 
deared him to his frbnds. Old age stole, gently 
oil; and though his atpengtb naturally declined,^ 
his health was seldom intearroi^ed, til), in tbeyotr 
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1780; when being on a visit to the fan^Sies of 
Friends in Cork^ he was attacked with a dysoi- 
tery, which, notwithstitnding the aid of medical 
skill, and careful and kind attendance, increased 
upon him. He was calm and composed, expressr 
ed his resignation.to the divine will; and said be' 
was prepared for the event, relying on the mercy, of 
God. He died the 6th of 10th month, 178(h 
aged sixty-eight. 

From ^* James Gough^s JournaL^ 



JOSEPH POOLE. 

Joseph, son to Jonathan, and grandson to XUchard 
Poole, was bom at Ballygc»n€ai, in the county of 
Wexford, in the year 1689—90, of parents professing 
the principles of the socidy of Friends, who gave 
him a sober education. By obedience to die ma- 
nifestations of truth in hk own mind, in early^ 
Bfe, he was enabled to walk in the path of ri^- 
teousness and self-denial, in which he i^sadily per*; 
severed. 

In the year 17^, he took to wife Jane, die 
^^idow of Samuel Williams, and daughter to Wil* 
i^^ yff Spurrow, of. the county of Wexford. Abouti 
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the tlnrty-fifA year of his age, he spoke in meet- 
ings as a minister; and his services in this line re-^' 
ceived the approbation of the society. His words 
were not many« and were delivered with much sim- 
plicity. He was careful to support the various 
testimonies professed by the society to which he 
belonged, and to exhort others to like care. He 
was generous in his contributions for the relief of 
the poor, a diligent attender of meetings, and 
grieved when he observed others fall short in the 
performance of that duty. While ability of body 
permitted, he was seldom absent from the general 
assemblies of his Friends, and was several times 
engaged in visiting families. He was the better 
fitted for this work, by his exemplary life and con- 
versation, and by the carefid education of his own. 
children, which gave weight to his advice. 

His life was protracted to an unusual length, 
and he had the desire of his heart answered by the: 
good conduct of his offipring. His last illness 
continued about six months. He bore his tedious , 
confinement with resignation, and beheld the ap- 
proach of death without dismay ; retaining his love 
to his Maker, his zeal for the truth which he pro-' 
fessed, and his intellectual faculties, to the last. 
He expressed his hope of a happy futurity, having 
honesdy endeavoured, according to his small mea-. 
sure, to do his day's work in the day, and received 
the answer of peace to his soul. 'He departed 
thishfe^asif sinkmg into a sweet sleep, at hisr 
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houae at Chrowtown, oouiftjr of Wexf^trd^ Sib 
of 6th motttht 1781 » aged mnetyHme ; atmnistar 
fiftywsix years. 



From MS. 



SUSANNA LIGHTFOOT. 

Susanna Lightfoot was bom at Grange, county 
of Antrim, 10th of Ist month, 1 71»— SO. H^ pa- 
rents, John and Margaret Hudson, were of the 
society of Friends, and religious persons. On the 
death of her father, the circumstances Of the 
fimnly being vclry limited, her mother was obGged 
to part #ith her daughter, by sending her to gain 
support by servitude. This was a trial to a trader 
and cavefcil parent. Her anxiety for the welfare 
of her child was not confined to the things of this 
life, but her preservation in piety and innocence 
was of ^ more exceeding importance in her view; 
and ^he had die happiness of seeing the desire of 
her heart accomplished, by her daughter's dioice 
of that narrow path which oonchicted her through 
the tbqmy wildemees of life in safety. The young 
Sosamia, dewous to perform tbe duty of attend- 
ing meetings, even when her remote situation ren- 
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^red it difficult, did not shxndc-firom the fiktigue 
of walking se¥eraliiules for thatporpoBe; and for 
the time thus spent, she thought it but just to g<»ii^ 
pensate her employer hy increased diligence and 
labour. Thus was she qualified to encourage 
others in dmilar dnuunstances^ to follow her ex* 
ample^ and reap the reward of peace and joy, as 
she had done; and she boiou^t those possessed 
of conreni^icesy which ex^npted diem from diffi^ 
oilty in discharging this duty^ to prize thek privi<^ 
leges, and bring ibrth fruits adequate to the fa- 
vours conferred upon them. 

In the 17th year .of her age, Susanna Hudson 
appeared as a minister, and in that capacity went to 
the American continent, in the year L7S7, in com- 
pany with her mbtress, Rut^ Courtney, also a 
ministering Friend, who was engaged m a Uke 
ooncem. In the fulfilment thereof she spent 
thirteen months, in which tin^ hex exorcises w^re 
not a few; but, divine support^ and the sweetness 
of her spirit, enabled her to bear them patientfy. 
In 1740, Ruth Courtney and she traveHed in 
En^nd and Wales, which occupied them fifteen 
months. In.l74fS, she married Joseph Hattons 
their circumstances were imrrow, and their fan^y 
soon^became larger She was: dUigent m her tenn 
poral concerns, and idso ia attention to those of 
higher importance. At home .she experienced 
great outward as well as inward exerckies and 
trials. She visited diflferent parta f)f Jreboidi 
ScQtknd, and England. In 1754, fike vembved 
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With her husband and fandly, to reside in Water-* 
fordy where Friends were kind and sympathizing^ 
and she was useful in the Lord's hand. 

In 1759 Joseph Hatton died. He was anx- 
o^ly com^med for his children^ whom, on his 
dying bed^ he earnestly exhorted to foUow the ad- 
vice of their mother. 

In 1760 she paid a second religious visit to 
America, having informed her firknds at home of 
her prospect, and. had their full concurrence. In 
this work she was engaged two years; and after 
her return to her native land, visited the province , 
of Munsteron the like accoimt. 

In 1763, Thomas Lightfbot came from An^rica 
to propose. marriage to her. She accepted bb 
offer, and they were married in the 9th month of 
that year; afiter which, she completed a religious 
v]«it to Friends in this nation, and thus took a 
solemn and a last farewell of her native land. 

In the 8th month, 1764, she embarked, with het 
husbaiid and family, for America, and became a 
member of Uwchlan monthly meeting, Pennsylva- 
nia. At divers meetings she propheticidly warned 
of the approaching stormy day, which would shake 
the sandy foundations of men : the calamities of 
war afi^rwards proved the truth of her messages 
She was an excellent example of steady waiting 
upon the Lord in silence ; solid and grave in her 
deportment; instructive and waghty in her con- 
vecsalion;. watch&il over tier own famSy for their 
good, withstanding, wrong things in them as wdi 
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as in others; of a discerning spirit; and, hav* 
ing passed through the deep waters of affliction 
herself, her eye was not unused to drop a tear for 
and with others in distress, either in body or mind, 
and rejoiced in comforting and rendering them 
service. She was a Uving and powerful minister 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ ; careful not to break 
silence in meeting, until favoured with fresh 
anointing from the Holy One of Israel 

Her last illness was lingering: soon after its 
commeno^nent^ she thus expressed herself: *M 
have had a prospect this evening, of joining the 
heavenly host in singing praises to Zion's King; 
for which favour my soul, and all that is sensible 
within me, magnifies that arm which hath been 
with me from my infant days, and cast up a way 
where there was no way, both by sea and land." 
She mentioned that it had wounded her very life, 
to behold the professors of Christianity acting in* 
consbtently with the example of a crucified Sa« 
vlour. She frequently suppHcated the Lord for 
the continuance of his help, and that she might be 
endued with patience ; adding : " Oh ! what would 
become of me now, if I had a wounded con- 
science? The work with me is not now to do." 
The quarterly meeting being near, she urged her 
husband to attend it, and leave her, sayii^: 
'* There is nothing yields such comfort on a lan- 
guishing bed, a9 an evidence of having performed 
our religious duties to the best of our understands 
ings. I can speak it from experience." 
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she BientionAA Ihe imnec^esa^ expenicc! a6d 
ynradeobiefviMealbiirials^'with great disappM^ 
bfttkm; de^irbg that aU sUch shoidd be avidded 
at berS) and t\^at her . toSSn diouM be of oak^ 
as this was the most common wood in the 
land. 

She spoke of the necessity there was tor Friehds 
to guard against keeping, in th^ir fanttlies, pers6nd 
of corrupt morals and evil communication, which 
hath a tendency to poison the tender minds of 
their children; and signi^d her apprehensiton, 
that some parents were stained with the bk>6d of 
their offspring thereby. At another time, she en- 
couraged some that were present, to he faithfiil to 
Ihe Lord, and keep to their gifts, adding: " Oht 
what a fine thing it is to sit lively in meetings, and 
to witness the holy oil to run aS from vessel t6 
vessel*' Feeling hersetf grow worse, she gave di- 
rections about the laying out of her body, that it 
should be with exemplary plidnness. 

After expressing the desire of her soul respeot- 
falgone of her sons, she took leave of her hus- 
band, and others present^ with a look of aiidearing 
love, and expired about the fourth hour in the 
movning, like one. falling into an easy slunkber, on 
the 8th of the 5th month, 1781, aged sidtty-one; a 
nuidster forty-four years. 

Her friend, Samud Enden, on beholding hcfir 
remains, thus expressed hhnself : ** Having serv:^ 
God ia her generation, she Is fofle^ ade^ Ih Ike 
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arms of everlasfing meri^. Oh! what a com* 
fort#* 

Testimonj and MS. 



JOSEPH POOLE. 

Joseph Poolb^ son of Joseph and Sarah PooIe> 
was bom at Growtown, county of Wexford, m the 
year 1769. He was trtdy obedient to his pa- 
rents; strict in the observance of truth; little in- 
clined to the amusements of chOdhood, but desr« 
rous of knowledge; and he made considerable pro^ 
gress in the study of the mathematics, and , other 
branches of useful learning. His conversation was 
sensible and intelligent. The acquirements to 
which he attained, appeared not to exalt his inind, 
which was endowed with that innocence and mo** 
desty so lovely in youth. He delighted in the p^ 
rusal of the Scriptures, in the company of faithful 
friends, and in the attendance of religious meet* 
ings. As he continued thus watchful and hum^^ 
ble^ the will of his Creator was more and more 
manifested to him; bis spirit^ bowing in obedt« 
ence, became more and more refined ; and he wm 
constrained, by divine influence, with much reluc* 
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tance of flesh and blood, publicly to declare, in 
several meetings of his friends, what the Lord had 
done for his soul, much to their comfort and edifi- 
cation. This important event he has recorded in 
this manner : " About the latter end of the 7th 
month, 1785, my mouth was first opened in pub- 
lic testimony, with a few words, in Forest meet- 
ing. Much reasoning I had before I spoke, con- 
siclering that if afterwards I fell, it would bring 
dishonour on the blessed truth ; but, as I humbly 
attended to my divine guide, he strengthened 
and enabled me to do my duty." His declarations 
in'public were short, connected, and free from af- 
fectation: his deportment, both in meetings for 
worship and discipline, and at other times, convey- 
ed instruction. He was remarkably abstemious in 
eating, drinking, and sleeping; and was a sin- 
cere sympathizer with those in poverty or affic- 
tion, whom he often visited. He devoted a part 
of almost every day to religious retirement and 
contemplation ; of the fruits whereof, the following, 
found in his hand -writing, may serve as a speci- 
men: "How precious is thy presence, O God! 
Thou delightest those that humbly seek thee, with 
refreshing well-springs firom thy divine fountain! 
thou hast reserved delightful pleasures for them, 
O Lord! Keep me in a humble, reverent, watch- 
ful state; knowing the enmity there is between thy 
precious, everlasting seed, which thou hast sown iii 
our hearts, and that of Satan: he is an enemy 
and a destroyer. O Lord, give me power to over- 
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come ; that so/ when time here shall fiiil^ I may be 
received into the everlasting mansions, where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary 
are at rest." 

Thus this pious youth walked on, in the path of 
sdif-denial, an example to the young, and a joy to 
the old ; especially to his religious parents, whose 
h^urts were thankful for such a blessing — a bless- 
ing which they were soon to resign; for, on the 
10th of ISth month, 1785, he sickened of the 
small-pox. The disease lay heavily upon him, but 
he was enabled to endure the bodily conflict, with 
resignation to the divine, will, being evidently sup- 
ported by that Power, which, in the time of 
health, was his comfort above all other enjoyments. 
The first day of his illness, he said to his mother: 
" I am very sick, but I have sweet peace; and is 
not that well?" At another time he told her, he 
hoped she would be enabled to say, with Job : 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord." And, to his 
father*s affectionate enquiry, concerning the state 
of his mind, after a solemn pause, he replied: ''I 
have not an angry God to look in the face. I 
have been obedient to all the manifestations that 
he hath been pleased to com^iunicate to me. I 
know not whether I shall die or not." His dis- 
order increasing, he said: '^I have had a hard 
night of it; but I have felt so much of the love of 
God, that it makes amends for all this hardship." 

One morning, being in much pain, he desired 
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atM a little rest might be granted hka, if it trai 
the Lord's wUl; ionnediately after which he feH 
askepi and, on iawaking, said : ^ I am fine and 
easy: I know the Lord hath heard my prayer**^ 
His spirit was strongly united to several American 
Ftiends, who had lately visited Ihis nation; and^ 
from his bed of suffering, he sent dear remenl* 
bf ance to them. To a woman Friend, who caitte 
to visit him, he earnestly expressed a caution ^oi 
to permk her daughter to dress in the manner she 
did, which exposed to temptation, and was an in^ 
trodui^tion to unprofitable company. 

On the last morning of his life, he addressed 
several who were in his chamber, in terms api^^o- 
priate to each ; and the last words he was heard to 
utter, were: " I have tried it, I have proved it ; and 
I know nothiqg will do, but what has the Master's 
stamp upon it.*' And, in a few minutes after, 
sinking into sleep, in which he continued about 
half an hour, he finished his course, without sigh 
or groan, the 25th of 12th month, 1785, aged six- 
teen yeats and four months. 

FromMS* 
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DOROTHY WATSON. 

Dorothy Watson was the daughter of Tho-, 
mas and Dorothy White, of Donore, county 
Cff Carlpw. She was bom in 1718, and married 
Jonathan, son of Samuel Watson, in 1750. 
Dorothy Watson was so completely a woman 
of a meek and quiet spirit, that it seemed to 
others as if she had little to struggle with ; yet, 
conscious that the Christian Ufe is a continual 
warfare, her words and actions were regulated by 
a constant care to watch over herself* Her ac- 
tions were marked by benevolence ai)d propriety, 
and her fear of transgressing the limits of tr^th, 
made her very cautious of asserting any thing in 
positive terms. Tranquil in her disposition, her 
situation in life was also marked by tranqijiillity; 
though one incident, for a time, disturbed the 
peace of this worthy pair, while it proved that that 
Providence, on whom they relied, watched over 
them. They had in their service a young man^ in 
whom they placed much confidence, especially as 
^e assumed a religious character. This person 
awakened their fears, by informing them that he 
apprehended there was a design to rob the house; 
and noises were heard, and traces of footsteps 
seen, which confirnaed suspicion. The night afker 
this alann^ the favourite servant made preparation 
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to defend his master and mistress, and recom- 
mended their retiring to rest. His master was 
disposed to do so ; but when his mistress set her 
foot on the stairs, she was seized with indescriba- 
ble horror, and returned. Her husband strove to 
calm her fears, assured her of Henry's vigilance, 
and pressed her to go to her bed. Again she 
made the attempt: again a feeling, more dreadful 
than the idea of robbery, arrested her steps. 
Notwithstanding her natural gentleness, her firm- 
ness now was not to be shaken, and her husband 
sate with her by the fire till morning. It was soon 
after discovered, that the servant, so much valued 
by his master, had planned the intended robbery, 
if not worse, for that night; and, as he who is 
guilty of hypocrisy, cannot know to what lengths 
his baseness may lead him, the feelings which pre- 
vented her from seeking repose, might have been 
the means of preserving their lives. Many have 
been the instances in which attention to secret 
intimations, even in minor matters, has proved of 
important service; but in this it is particularly 
striking, and worthy of being remembered. 

The last ten years of Dorothy Watson's life 
were passed in widowhood. She felt the loss of 
an affectionate husband, but her mind preserved 
its equal tenor. She was long in the station of an 
elder. Soon after her marriage, she went into 
Kilconner meeting, wearing mean clothes, and un- 
bleached linen; and, after an interval of many 
years, made a similar appearance in the public 
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meeting at Gariow, on the day of a monthly meet* 
ing ; expressing, with great knmility^ in a few af- 
fectii^ words, her design in this to be, to reprove 
Vanity and expence in dress, 
' She died at Carlow, 14th of 1st month, 178^ 
^ged sixty-eight. 

Cariow MoxittUty Meeting. 



JOHN GOUGH, 

John Gough was born at Kendal, in Westmor^ 
land, in 17^1. He was seriously disposed' from 
his youth, and of exemplary conduct. His talents, 
e4ucation, and example, having fitted him for the 
tuition of youth, he became, at the age of sixteen, 
assistant in a Friend's school in Wiltshire, where 
he remained four years, and then joined his bro- 
ther in Ireland, who was also employed in the 
work of education. 

In the year 1750, he undertook the manage- 
ment of Friends' school in Dublin, which he con- 
ducted satisfactorily twenty-four years, approving 
liimself a valuable member of religious and civil 
society. Having experienced, through the sane- 
dfying operations of the spirit of truth, a gradual 
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grew m yenra, gVQwing m giiaoe» and m Ae koov^^ 
lfi4ige of oiur liocd w4 Sftvimir Jesus Christy 1m 
was thereby fitted .fee sesviee^ was appoiiitsd 
t» the oSoe of an ^dex, and was trufy sesvkeable 
in that station. In transacting tbeaffwsoCAie 
church, he was eminently useful; often instrumen- 
tal to reconcile differ^it sentinients, modest m 
urging his own, but clear and concise in express- 
ing them. 

In the year 1774, he removed to the province of 
Ulster, and became master of a boarding-school 
near Lisbum. About this time he spoke in pub- 
lic as a minister,^ and afterwards teok several jour- 
neys in that capacity in this land, and once into 
some pa^ of Kngland. He was of a sober^ cU^ 
<;iH»9pect Ufe mad oo^versation^ as becomi^tli the 
gospel oi Christ; plwt and bumble in his appear^ 
ance, aod grave in deportii^nt; showing bioaself a 
jpattem of good works: im doctrine showing u&r 
corruptnasa, gmvity^ sincerity. 

And if we ooofsider b«n in the more conitracled 
<eircl^ of private life, be was a kind aad affectionate 
neighbour, full of tenderness and compasaBion.; 
feeling, in much sympathy, for the trials aiad suf- 
ferings of his friends, whc^a he neglected not to 
visit, and to con^miserate in their distress, as op- 
portmMty offered, tp cheer the drooping beart» 
aad ta administer consolation tc^ the afflicted. 

His abilities and acq^ements enabled him to 
write a plan of arithmetic^ the general use of which 
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hm |ff oved its nakw. He was, for a coBsidcvaMe 
tkae^ doisely engaged^ whea not caUed upon te 
pexfontt other services, in writing the ^History of 
the People called Quakers ;" of which there haire 
faeei> four volumes puhKshed. He was seised with 
a. fit of apoplexy, which, in a few hours, ended in 
his decease, the 25th day of the lOth mon&, 
1791, aged seventy. 

It is remarkahle, that a i^ort time hefore his 
d€»th, being engaged in prayer, in the meeting to 
•which he immediatdy belonged, on hehalf of the 
general state of the church, he was led, by a re- 
markable transition, to supplicate for bisisdi^ as if 
«^isib]e of his approaching cKssolution, that he 
m^ht be more and more fitted and purified; that, 
when the angel of the divine presence should be 
«ent to his habitatic^, with the soknw message, 
that time should be to him no longer, he might 
be admitted to jom. the hundred and fi>rty-feur 
diousand who were redeemed from the earth, in 
^singing praises to the Lamb! 



SAMUEL NEALE, 

^Sahuel Neale, son of Thcmias and Martha 
Keiile, was bom in Dublin, 1739. Soon after his 
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birthi his parents removed from that'city, and be^ 
«ame members of Eldenderry monthly meeting; 
His member dying when he was in his sixth yeai^ 
and his father'removiiig to America, he and his bro- 
ther and sisters were left behind, in the charge of 
their'grandmother and mide, who were affection- 
ately attentive to their morals and edudatibn. 
Samuel Neale's heart was early impressed with a 
-^ease of the goodness of his Maker, even before he 
ifeXL knew what it was that affected him. When 
capable of reading the Bible, and other instructive 
Vritings, these feelings were strengdiened, and 
sedateness of conduct, and many tender tears, were 
the consequence of his belief in the omnipresence 
of that gracious Being, in whose favour he was 
happy; but whose reproofs he felt, when the levity 
of his disposition carried him off from this Isafe 
^ound. In his twelfdi year, being not likely to 
recover from the small-pox, the apprehension of 
death, and of unfitness for it, rose before his view, 
and caused him to resolve, if his life were spared^ 
on greater care over hb words and actions, than 
he yet practised. This resolution, though not en- 
tirely forgotten, was too often broken through ; 
and the further he advanced in life, the thicker 
temptations stood in his way; and the more 
often these prevailed, the less strength he had to 
Oppose their renewed attacks. When about 
seventeen years of age, he went to Dublin to aC"> 
quire a knowledge of commercial affairs, and spent 
ithree years there. Having an independent pro- 
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perty, he had money at his ownifisposal, which prov-* 
edto him, as tamany other youths, a snare; and, 
joined to his engaging manners, introduced him; 
into unprofitable company. He contracted an inti- 
macy with several students belonging to the uni- 
versity in that city : they were not likely to further 
his steps in the path of self-deniaL Thus his time 
passed away: remorse often seized upon him for 
these mispent hours, which, when his gay com- 
panions observed, they called it a religious fit, and 
hurried him to fresh scenes of amusement. Even 
after his recovery firom a dangerous fever, in 
which the covenant of his childhood was remem- 
bered, though he was afraid to promise again, he 
ran into more excesses than ever, and the con- 
victions which still laid hold on him, were over- 
powered as they arose. In this state, in the sum- 
mer of 1751, about to commence business, he set 
out on a journey to the south, attended by a ser- 
vant in livery. It is to be noted, that he generally 
continued to attend meetings, and to maintain an 
intercourse and acquaintance with Friends. On 
this journey he called to enquire after the health 
of Mary Peisley, and that of the family; his wor- 
thy uncle, Samuel Neale, accompanying him. 
The young man felt true satisfaction in their in^ 
structive conversation, and contrasted it with what 
he was too much accustomed to, among his libertine 
companions. He spent some days in Limerick, 
and mixed there with dissipated company; and" 
on his way from dience to Cork, he reflected se- 
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riously aad sorrowfiilly on his own frailty, weak- 
ness^ and irresolution-, feeling the sting which ac- 
companies delusive pleasures. In this disposition 
he reached Cork ; yet, there mingling with old ac- 
quaintances, and forming new ones, the weakness 
of his former resolves was again apparent. On a 
first-day morning, an acquaintance asked him to 
go to meeting, telling him that Catherine Payton 
and Mary Peisley were to be there. He had been 
at a play the preceding night, and had sate up 
late; however, he went to meeting. There Ca- 
therine Payton*s ministry was so powerful, and the 
state of his mind was so clearly displayed ; and he 
was so wrought upon by the power and spirit of 
the holy Jesus, that he wks, as it were, smitten to 
to the ground, and ready to cry out, with Saul: 
"Lord, what wQuldst thou have me to do?" 
T^ars of contrition bedewed his face; and, shun- 
ning observation, he withdrew, after meeting, to 
meditate in retirement. 

His former gay companions beheld his change 
with astonishment ; but, feeling distrustful of his 
own resolutions, he would not venture among 
them, and staid with those friends who had been 
the instruments of his conversion; accompanying 
them to diflferent places in their journey, strength- 
ened and encouraged by them to persevere in the 
way into which hi3 feet were now turned, and experi- 
encing what far exceeded the gratifications he had 
been accustomed to pursue* But the time now 
came, when he must leave those sympathizing 
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friradfi, and return to Dublin; where he ha<J 
finrmed so many unprofitabk intimacies, had broken 
so many good resolutions, had given so many 
proofs of his instability, and had plunged kito«so 
many excesses. The mortifications which thus 
awaited him, he dreaded less than his own weaki^ 
Ress and instability; asiA he thought of going to 
reside in England, near such friends as would be 
tikely to advance his progress in piety, and where 
he would be removed from amongst those who 
had so often allured him to go astray. He re- 
marks.: ''Thus I reasoned with flesh and blood; 
but I was instructed to see, that He who visited 
Mie, was aWe to preserve me, if I would but be 
subject and obedient to his wholesome instruction; 
and that where I had dishonoured him by my in^^ 
consiscencies, there, by my fidelity to the law he 
writes in the heart, I might honour and confess 
him before men." He adds: ''These intimations 
quieted my mind, and I resolved to meet ridicule 
reviling, and even persecution itself, for, the sake 
of Him whom I was resolved to follow, as I felt 
strength." 

As he expected, when he met his old associates, 
he found the cross was hard to bear, habited, as 
he now was, in ^mple attire, and speaking the 
plain language jof Friends. However, he experi- 
enced that ridicule was not always incurred by a 
s^ict adherence to the j^inciples of our education. 
He had been sent, when an appr^itice, to pay rent 
to the bishop of Cbgher^ whom he addressed n<A. 
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as a Quaker. Whether the bishop knew he was of 
that profession^ and despised the false shame 
which made him shrink irom appearing as sucfa> or 
whether the youth felt self-condemnation for hi» 
cowardice^ he thought the bishop looked upon 
him with contempt. The next time he went on 
the same errand, he addressed him in the plaii^^^ 
language, was treated by him with maiked- civiUty, 
and rejmced that he had been ^'&ithftil in the 
little." 

Samuel Neale was, at the time of bis change of 
heart, in the twenty-second year of his age. He 
endeavoured after quietude of mmd, sought soli- 
tude or instructive company, and was constant in^ 
attendaiH^ of religious meetings. He had been 
much attached to field-sports, and still thought he 
might indulge himself in the recreation of his dog 
and gun; but he felt the check of inward reproof' 
for this manner of spending his time, and he 
abandoned the practice. 

Gharret Van Hassen, a ministering Friend^^ 
belonging to Dublin meeting, going on a religious 
visit to Mountmellick, Samuel Neale's company was- 
gladly accepted by him; and when there he was 
invited, by this friend and James Gough, to sit 
with them in the families they visited. Afterwards 
he accompanied Joseph Tomey, another minister- 
ing Friend of Dublin, to some meetings in the 
country ; and in t^is journey he found it was re- 
quired of him to declare pubUcly the truths of 
the gospel. In a meeting at. Mountrath, he be-^ 
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tteved it right to ez{Hress a few words. He felt the 
weight of this engagement deeply, and his frame 
shook with the conflict At length he yielded 
obedience, and his peace flowed abundandy. 
This was in the year 1751. Another trial awaited 
him on his return to Dublin, where he was as- 
sailed with reasonings and apprehensions, of what 
would be said and thought of him, should that 
service be required of him in the place where his 
former Ubertine conduct wa& so well known. Of 
this event he gives the following account : '* When 
the meeting-day came, my fears increased, and in 
this state I went to meetmg. It was on a first-day: 
there was a very large gathering, amongst whom 
were divers of my associates and old companions. 
I was concerned to bear my testimony, which I did 
in great feav and trembling. The subject was 
Paul's convernon: ^Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
Aou me?' It was spoken in great brokenness: 
I did not say much, but it had an extraordinary 
reach over the meeting; many present wept aloud, 
and for a considerable space of time. After meet* 
ing, I endeavoured to get away unperceived, 
(tMmgh one man (not of our society)' caught me in 
his arms and embraced me. Thus was I sustain^ 
ed and strengthened in my setting out in the woilk 
of the ministry; and had an evidence that the peo- 
ple were much reached, and powerfully affected 
that day. 
Afterwards I waded through divers exercises^ 
o 8 
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and felt deep baptisms attend me for my furtber 
pmdfication, and on acoount of the people^ wlio«^ 
states I must feel if I ministered aright.^' 

In 1752 he travelled with William Bronu from 
America, through some parts of Englandy Hot 
land^ and Germany ; axui after his retura* settled 
neaac Rathangan, in the county of Kildare. He 
found this an agreeable solitude: he increased in 
dedicatioi^ obtaining more and more the love and 
esteem of his friends. In the year 17d6 he wbb 
engaged in gospel labours in this nation, England^ 
and Scotland. After this service was perfonned, 
he addressed Mary Peisley with a proposal of 
marriage. Mary Peisley was the daughter of 
Peter and Rachel Peisley, and was bom at Bally* 
more, county of Kildare/ m the year 1717. 
Though educated in the society of Frit»ids, in 
early life her manners were little consistent wiA 
the simplicity of her profession. She seined, for 
a time, to be exalted above the witness in her con- 
science, and to be strengthened in her oi/m will ; yet 
that faithful witness was not totally ^leaeed, al- 
though the warning w>ice was too often slighted. 
A fall ^'om her horse, which apparently endta*- 
gered her hfe, caused her to reflect de^ly on her 
unfitness to meet the great Judge of heeyen and 
earth; and be&re this imprecision was erased 
from her mind, the example of humble, adki^ 
waiting, manifested by two Friends who i^isited 
the meeting to which she belonged, and the q[iera- 
tion of the universal principle of grace in her heart, 
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atouBed her ** to enqiiii« for kerself ; and as slie 
jamsed to wisdom's gate, her seeking mind was^ 
satisfied %" and she devoted herself, with fervent 
zeal, to perform the services required of her. 
In this humble, dedicated state she was preserved 
fiom liking, when the waves and the billows of 
d<Mnei^ trials luid inward conflicts passed over 
her; and having received quaUfication from her 
heavenly Father, she became a gospel-nunister. 
It was in the beginning of the year 1744' that she- 
fiist gave up to this woi^. 

She paid a visit to the meetings of Friends in 
England ; and, in 1751, joined with Catherine Pay- 
tcm, to the provinces of Munster and Ulster; 
also to Sligo, where they were well received, 
though none of their profession resided there. 
In 1763, a duty still more arduous was allotted 
for her to performf— to vidit Friends on the Ameri- 
can continent. Her dear friend Catherine Payton 
was united with her in this labour of love. They 
were highly-gifted women, who had devoted their 
talcsits to the service of Hun who had bestowed 
Aon; grave in their deportment, cautious in their 
eonversadon, and exemplary in their conduct 
The account of their voyage will be best given in 
Mary Peisley's own words: 

" Before my leaving Irdand, I had a sight of 
Charlestown, in South Carolina, being the port 
for me to land at, which continued until I returned 

^ See her JMimal, p. la 
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to London *9 wbeti I lost sight of it; which made; 
m^ willbgly conclude I might go with some friends r 
I was nearly united to, for Philadelphia; and weAt^> 
oja board some vessek bound for that port, but: 
could not see my way in any of them« On moce 
deeply centering to the root of life, in humtikt 
resignation to. the divine will, I found it my duty> 
to continae some weeks at London; and not h^. 
ing clear of that city, was, I beUeve, the cause of. 
my not seeing my way clear to Chartestoifnn* I 
therefore concluded to stay the Lord's time; and 
when I found my spurit clear, took my passage 
with my dear companion, Catherine Payton, for 
that port. * * * We had a favourable passa^^^ 
save h^rd weather towards the kitter part of the 
voyage J but, by the infinite mercy of Almighty 
God, were preserved from any terror or amaze^ 
ment, and our health continued beyond expecta-. 
tion, save the sickness occasioned by the sea axA? 
heat. W^ had meetings on board every first-^- 
day, when ability of body, and the weather, would 
peri3ait; which the passengers and ships crew 
attended, to whom the way of life and salvation 
was declared." •» 

Various were their trials in this journey: in tra* 
veiling they often experienced great fatigue and 
danger; t^ut more afflicting to their anxious and 
feeling minds, were tl\^ opposition and c^imr^ 
which .they had to encounter in some places. 

* She had attended the yearly meeting at London, and> 
afterwards, some other yearly meetings la the country. 
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• Mary Peifiley returned an account o^ her Aum^ 
rican journey, to the national meeting at DoiUnv 
fai the 11th months 1756, to the satksfiEidion of her 
friends, who rejoiced in having her restored ta 
them. She accepted the proposal of jnarriage 
which Samuel Neale had offered* They were 
well known to ea^ other. Her ministry and ex- 
ample had strenghtened lus best resolves in his 
awakened state, when she saw and sympadiized 
with him; and he looked up to her, not oi^ as^a 
companion, but as a guide. 

They were married, the 17th of 3d months 
1757, at Mountrath. The evening of the day 
preceding, in a religious sitting in the family/ 
Samuel Neale spdce of that which was4he oidy^ 
sure support under the afflictions of this fife; and^^ 
on the evening of the day of their marriage, Mary, 
in a Uke opportunity, mentioned the sabbath 
which succeeded the six days* work of the cre- 
ation; intimating her belief, that there were pre^ 
sent who should, ere long, enter into the sabbath^ 
of rest. Two days after, she wa» seized with a^ 
violent pain in her stomach, to which she was^ 
subject: the ustial remedies failed of their effect*: 
Whoi the llrst sharp attack subsided, she lay 
quiet, in an awful frame of mind; and though she^ 
said little, the sound of her voice manifested her 
triumph over bodily pain, death, hell, and the 
grave; appearing desirous of release, if consistent' 
with the divine will '^ and vhen her pain ceased, 
she said, '^ I praise thy name, O my God, for this 
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fayour." Aficr which ahe breathed shorter and 
shorter, and qiaetly depajrted* Here was a trial 
of Sanud Neaie's foundation; but neither heights 
nor depths were able to separate him firom the 
love €^{ God. He eadured the fiimace; and in 
tbe meeting which preceded the interment^ he 
kiieded down beside the coffin, whidi contained 
die renudns of his most bdoTed earthly treasure, 
and prayed to God the Father, ki the demon- 
stration of the Spirit, and baptizing power of 
his Son; and beside ti^ grave, his mouth was 
again opened in affecdng exhortation. 

He writes: *' Returned to my own house, low 
and thoughtful Attaaded the meetings at Rath- 
angan, in which my spirit was refreshed and 
i^rengthened. All night, in bed, my mind was 
much exercised and tossed, in reflecting on the 
singularity of my trial; and I was earnest in mind 
to have some coi^rmation respecting the cause of 
the quickness of the separation, which was gra*-, 
ciously vouchsafed, insomuch that I was made 
thankful and easy: having an evidence from the 
Almighty, through the revelation of his SjMrit, 
respecting the removal of his servant, that her 
days were filled up. It seemed to me as though 
she appeared before me, and uttered these words 
inteUigibly: ' As for me, I am safe; thou art stHl 
in the body: watch well thy ways.* An unction 
seemed to accompany the words, that rested on 
my mind for some days. I count it a tnercy 
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indeed, to be Ifaus noticed, and humbly crave help 
to live dffigently in uprightness/' 

In about three months after the decease of his 
wife, he was engaged in the work of the gospd, 
mx Lemster and Munster; and next year paid a 
Vke visit to some parts of England. 

In die 4th months 1760, he entered again into 
the marriage state, with Sarah, daughter of Joshua. 
Beale, and grand-daughter of Joseph Pike. She 
was an excellent and affectionate wife, willing to 
resign his society, which was so dear to her, to 
make way for him to attend to the pcMntings of 
duty, and to encourage his dedication. She was 
a woman of a clear judgment and discernment. 
Her manners and conversation were grave, instruor 
tire, gentle, and condescending. 

Soon after his marriage, Samuel Neale removed 
to Cork. The following year he paid another 
religious visit in England; and afler having had 
the view for a long time before his mind, /willing^ 
as he says, to wait till the fruit was fully ripe, 
before it was plucked and handed to others, he 
laid before his friends his concern to go to Ame- 
rica. He had their sympathy and concurrence^ 
and embarked in the 8th month, 1770. On thb 
continent he spent about two years; being dili- 
gently engaged in the faithful performance of his 
Master's business, and affording much satis&ction 
to Friends diere. When about to return, he 
6a3rs: " I went on board a good vessel botmd for 
Cork, but could not see my way in her; though. 
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m appearance^ much better and more complete' 
than another bound for Waterford, and not likely 
to sail so soon. But, as my intention was to move 
in that which brought me from my native land, I 
committed myself into the keeping of a faithful 
Creator, and cast not my dependance upon out- 
ward observation; but on His eternal arm of 
strength, that led me into this service, has gra* 
ciously sustained and succoured in the needful 
time, and has been a present help when all out*- 
ward help was invisible: for which fovours and 
mercies, may my soul bless his great and adorable 
name ; for he is worthy to be followed, served, 
feared, and obeyed, world without end." He 
sailed on board the vessel bound to Waterford, 
and arrived safely,, after a passage of thirty-foup 
days.. 

" The vessel bovnd for Cork sailed ten dayd 
sooner than we did, and put into Waterford 
about three hours before us. Very merciful 
were the deaKngs of heavenly goodness to me, in 
this voyagCi" 

His journeys were frequent on a religious ac- 
count, both in this country and ia England. On 
£rst-day evenings, ther« was a meeting held in 
Samuel Neale's parlour, which was generally at* 
tended by many Friends; and several remember 
the sweet counsel which dropped from his lips like 
the dew. Samuel and Sarah Neale had no children, 
but: their house was seldom without young. 'peT'^ 
sons. The company of youth seemed particularly 
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acceptable. Samuel Neale*s disposition was natu* 
rally cheerful; the benign sweetness of his counte- 
nance expressed the benevolence of his heart,' 
and he was beloved in no common degree; 

In the year 1786, he was visited with a painful 
and dangerous iHness^ which contihued several 
weeks. In this trying time, often afflicted with 
violent pain and tedious suffering, he was pre- 
served in remarkable patience and resignation. 
He recovered, but not to his wonted state of 
health. However, he lived some years afterwards, 
and undertook several journeys on a religious 
account; the last of which was on a visit ta 
Friei^ds of ^ Leinster province, having believed it 
right to join. some who were appointed by the 
national meeting. '^ In this service he evidently 
appeared replenished with the love and tender- 
aess of the gospel; steadily moving under* the:> 
cover of it, and bringing forth the fruits of chari* 
ty, patience, and meekness of wisdom *;" 

His indisposition increased affep- his return 
home, and prevented his attending meetings as 
usual; and, in a short time, the injury caused by 
a slight hurt and wearing a tight boot, brought 
on a mortification in his foot. In this trying^ 
illness he was preserved meek, humUe, and 
patient. The means and medicines which vrerie 
judged necessary to be used in his case, 
tended, in a great degree, to stupify his meii-> 

• Se6 Testimony from the men's meeting of Cork, respect^ 
ing Samuel Nealek 
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tal £Gu:uItieSy which is much to be regretted; 
but, while reason and recollection were con- 
tinued, his expressions bespoke a mind peaceful, 
calm, and resigned* He mei^ioned his desire 
for the welfare of all; and said that he feared 
veither death, hell, nor the grave, and that there 
vas nothing in this world that he desired to liye 
for. He lay quiet, and, gradually sinking, he ex- 
pired in the morning of the 27th of 2d month, 
179^, in his sixty- thu*d year; a minister forty 
years. 

His valuable wife died the 7th of 3d month, 
1793. 

From Samuel Neale's and Marj PeifAey^i Jotinmla. 



SARAH NEWLAND. 

SiRAM Newland was bom in the year 17SS8. 
The monthly meeting of Dublin gave fortb the 
following testimoiiy conoeming her: ^^ She was 
daughter of John and Eiioabeth Chamberlain, late 
of Cooladine, in the county of Wexford; and, ia 
the year 1762, married David Newland of this 
city, and settled amongst us. Previous to which 
she had made some appearances in the minbtry ; 
and, as she advanced in years, grew brighter in 
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the exercise of her gift, though not forward ta 
speak in meetings, it appearing awful to her to 
move in that Une of duty; but, when she did, it 
was savory, and evinced to He drawn from the 
fountain and well-spring of life. She was a dili- 
gent attender of our religious meetings at home^ 
and well-disposed to attend our general meetmgs 
abroad, as her outward situation would admi^ 
earful to come at the hour appointed ; and her 
solid sitting and tenderness of spirit in them, often 
preached loudly. 

" Slie several times visited some of the meetings 
of Friends in the different provinces ; and, a short 
time before her removal from us, joined a friend 
in paying a visit to ail the meetings in the nalaoo. 
Her company on family-visits was truly comfott*' 
Me and useful. She was an humble-minded 
woman, not seeking great things ; but careful to 
endeavour to provide for the support of herself 
and family ; yet did not let that keep her from 
meetings, but frequently shut up her shop to at^ 
tend her reasonable duty in that respect; trust* 
ing to the divine blessing upon her honest endea^ 
vours for food and riument, with which she seem* 
ed content. We feel our loss as of a mother in^ 
Israel; but have no doubt it is her everlasting^ 
gain. 

'' She departed this life, the 24th of the 5iK 
month, 1 794, aged sixty-six years." 
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ELIZABETH PIKE. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Joshua and- Elizabetlv 
Pirn, was bom at Mountrath in the QueenV 
County, in the year 17^4. Her father had been> 
educated in remarkable plainness- and consistency, 
by his parents, who, during a time of outward 
trial, approved themselves to be upright testimony* 
bearers, and valiant sufferers in the cause of truth. 
Their son Joshua, having duly prized the privi- 
lege, was religiously concerned that his children 
Bdight partake of the same benefit. But many dis- 
advantages attended tibeir situation: they were 
early deprived of maternal care, in the place of 
their abode there were few improving associates, 
and they were exposed to- the contaminating influ- 
ence of some very unprofitable company. Eliza- 
beth, being the elder surviving daughter, was the 
more at liberty, at least in some things, to choose 
her own way. Theie was much of height and 
independence in her natural disposition; apd, 
diough possessing intellectual fisu^ulties of rather 
a superior stamp, she had a strong inclination to 
vanity in dress, &c.; yet she was prudently re- 
served in her deportment, and at all times valued 
for integrity and sincerity. 

In 1748 she married Joseph Pike of Dublin. 
He had been less strictly educated, was of a very 
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liberal disposition, and readSy united with her in 
throwing off the restrdnts of her education. The 
city offered many aUurements to gratify a yam 
snind. For awhile «he seemed to enjoy her liber* 
ty, and even the death of her pious father did nol 
arrest her progress, as might have been expected^ 
yet the instructive example and tender care with 
which she had been so long favoured, might have 
more deeply impressed her mind than was evident 
at the time; and her case may justly be accounted 
as one, among many instances, which should en- 
courage religious parents to persevere in the dis- 
charge of 4;heir highly-important trust, even 
though ^ey may not be permitted to see those 
fruits of their labour which they have so anxiously 
desired; for, in the year 1751, a memorable 
change was manifest. A few of her contempora- 
ries and acquamtances, some of whom were 
jyounger than herself, had preceded her in yield- 
ing their hearts to the visitations of divine love4 
The apparently sudden^ yet thorough conversion, 
of Samuel Neale, (as he himself acknowledges 
with humble admiration, in the " Short Account 
of his Life," extracted from his journal^) had an 
awakening effect upon many, and seemed to open 
a door for the gospel labours of William Brown 
of Pennsylvania, who arrived in Dublin shortly 
afterwards. 

Through his instrumentaUty, a powerful call ap- 
pears to have been extended to the professors of 
truth in that city, where various inconsistencies 
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hfi^ lameniablj pfevailed; and thete is ground to 
«onclude« that Eiksabeth' Pike may be reckxmed 
^mengst the seals of bis mnnslry. Her heart wa9 
efieeiually reached. Sbe was, throiigh deep 
bumUiation, made to see and to feel her aeed of 
« Saviour; and became willing^ with unreserved 
aubmissioiH to accept the offered terms of saviJ^ 
hdp; beiAg» even in a short time» eaaUed to der 
monstrate through her whole demeanour, that sbe 
h»A taken bis yoke upon hex^ and was learning of 
Him, and thai: therein she found " rest unto her 
«>ul." Thus was she ^rengthened, according to 
iScriptiire language, to join herself to the Lord in 
A perpetual covenant; not counting any dimg 
<too near or too dear to pari with, for His Sjake^ 
who has dealt so mercifully with ber. 

For a time she had one peculiarly foTBEudsable 
probation to encounter. Her alBfectionate^-indut 
gent husband was exceedingly mortified, and 
<x>ttld not easily yield to her increasing scruples. 
She fek very tenderly for him; yet, knowing her 
motives, and whom she served, i^e dai ed nc^ witb« 
draw her aUegiance from ber heavenly Guide and 
Preserver; and being concerned to keep a single 
eye to the intimations of his pure wisdom, she waa 
admirably, though gradually, helped through this 
strait; signidly iUustrating the apostolic exhorta* 
tion, 1 Peter, iii. 1 to 4.; and her husband at 
length became reconciled to ber altered habits, 
and was {M^ompt to promote her religious use&t- 
^ess. 
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j9oo» afbr sbe had been thus eiidently enaUed 
to Tenounce the vanities of the wor Id, and to enter 
A» narrow way of self-deniaiy she once fek hersetf 
eonstramed^ in the week-day meeting of Dublin, 
to ofkt up a vocal sup{^cation; as it were, pub* 
hotj dedicating h^psetf to the service of the ev«^ 
worthy Mastcpr; which was awfoUy afiecting to 
immy, who knew her, so lately, in so differ^iit a 
Btote. But it does ncrt appear that she erer after- 
wards believed it reqmred of her to speak as It 
public mkni^r, though, in various respects, sh)S 
might be " accemnted a preachar of righteous- 



She became eminentiy instrumental in revive 
ing the disciplme of the society, which, particu- 
larly in women's meetings, appears to have been 
fbr some years previously much ne^ected, or 
mmitained but in a very feeble, languid manner; 
tenderly encouragmg others, also, to come forward 
in flilfiHing their duties. In these labours she 
bad often to wade through great difficulties and 
discouragements; especiaHy when she was de- 
prived of her beloved coadjutor, Elizabeth Ckrle- 
ton, (who married Richard Shackleton, and re^ 
moved to Balfitore,) to whom she was accustomed 
to took up, as to an elder sister in the truth. Many 
and various were the eoi^tets and baptisms aDot^ 
ted her ki this new course of lifb» She could truly 
«ay, " without were fightings, within were fears." 
Yet such was the dreed of self-deception which 
pervaded her diffident mind, that (as expressed ia 
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a letter to an intimate fiiebd^ she could scarlsely 
venture to coAdude that her fears and fightings 
were, in any degree, of the same nature with thoi^e 
of the apostle. 

. ' In process of -time she was appoii^;ed to the sta- 
;tion of an elder, m which she approved her- 
self weH qualified for tender sympathy, and 
deep and mental travail wtth her exercised 
brethren and sisters; having sound judgment, and 
heiag honest in imj^arting admonition, but under 
-the influence of that charity which indined her to 
4>alliate the weaknei^ of others; at least, in as 
great a degree as her quick discernment could » 
.admit. She bore a fidthfid testimony against 
every species ^f detraction*: the slightest remark 
JOT inraouation, which seemed to bear hard upon 
4Ui absent person, seldom escaped without some 
observation. Such as, " If any thing were amissj, 
or conceived to be so, it might be useful tenderly 
.to hint it to the individual, rather than converse 
with 4)thers respecting it" 

Her habitual desire to keep her mind calm, was 
very instructive. She believed it safest for her, 
even with regard to some things whiqh are^genei- 
irally viewed as of minor importance, in effect^ 
" to shut her eyes from* seeing evil," unless duty 
jequired a different conduct. The alteration of 
lier attire appeared to be a sacrifice early required, 
us one of the first proofs of obedience, and it was 
reduced to as much simj^idty as her worthy 
^tber would have fully approved ; jet she coi^ 
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tisMied lo be no less remarkable for neatness than 
be£»re» 

. Though not very free in conversation, nor apt 
to make fnrofessions of, regard; yet she cordially 
loved her friends, and was desirous of ^^ doing 
good to all." The relative and social duties were 
of great importance in her view, and, in fulfilling 
these, she experienced the k&idest assistance from^ 
her benevolent and hospitable husband. They 
manifested, on various occasions, that they were 
^' not forgetful to entertain strangers.*' Theirs was 
for many years considered the principal house in • 
Dublin, for receiving Friends from other coun- 
tries, who were travelling in the work of the 
ministry; and at the times of holding the national 
meeting, (then twice in every year,) large numbers 
of Friends were comfortably accommodated. 

She was remarkably diligent and pupctiial in 
the attendance of the meetings to which 4ihe be- 
longed, and sometimes visited those in^ the other 
provinces of this nation; also, not unfrequentfy» 
and very acceptably, united with other Fri^ids in 
appointed family-visits. 

In 1787, accompamed by her husband, she 
attended (as representative) the yearly meeting 
held in London ; in which she was helpful to jnro* 
mote an increase of care respecting the situation 
of the poor, and the due appointment of overseers. 
In accordance with this concern, two appropriate 
queries were agreed on by the men*s yearly n|jiet«- 
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ingi to be added to &oae already used by th^ 
women's quarterly and monthly meetings. Sbe a^ 
peat ed well satisfied with having ti^en this journey. 
Hef hofi^band's health seemed in degree recruked i 
by it; but after some time it again declined, and 
it was concluded needfol for him to l^ive tlKr 
tky: on which they removed to Rathangan, ill 
the county of Kildare, where they remained till 
fats decease, in 179S. EHtring this period she 
endured much fatigue, anxiety, and loss of rest; 
being hb constant, watchful nurse^ 
f After the dei^ of her husband, she believed it 
b€»tfor her to fix her residence with her only, 
sister, Msu^goret Beale, near Cork» who had be^ 
left a widow with a large fanuly.' They n&ex^ 
wards removed into the dty, within a short.walk 
of the meeting-house. Her bodily strength de*. 
clined afasost impierceptibly, till the autumn of 
1796, when^ apparently from having taken cold, 
her throatlvecame sore, with a troublesome cough. 
Her pl^sician used powerftil means, which were 
thought to lessen her sufferings; and she was 
quite satisfied with the endeavours used to relieve 
her, though without any expectation of recovery. 
Her only solicitude appeared to be for pres^va- 
tion in patience, and that she might witness a pre? 
paration for the approaching change. 
. From this time she continued to decline, though 
not always very perceptibly. She employed her 
fliece, Elizabeth Pim, as her amanuaisis, in writing 
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to hec old fHend, Efizabeth Shackleton, (now a 
widow.) 

« Cork, 21st of 3d month, 1797. 

'' Elizabeth Shackleton, 

" My old, very dear Friend, 

" I was much obliged to thee and 
thy daughter Sarah, for ycur very affectionate 
letter; as I am now, by your kind enquiry and 
anxiety about me, expressed in deaa: Mary's letter. 
I purposed answering the former before this time, 
but did not get it done tHl ailments and weakness 
came on, and rendered me incapable. My friends 
set a higher estimation on me than I durst upon 
myself. They do not know how oft^i I wanted 
reminding of keeping up the watch so necessary 
for us all: but Providence was kind in stirring 
up to that duty. Particularly, for several months 
back, my spirit has been anxiously engaged, that 
I might constantly have my mind retired to the 
divine gift, and that the natural faculties might be 
kept in subjection thereto. Now, my request is, 
that it may continue so to be, and that I may be 
endued with patience and resignation to bear 
what may be permitted to come. I trust there 
has been a degree of sincerity of hearty but weak- 
nesses attended, and I have nothing to depend on 
but the mercy of a bountiful Creatdr, either in 
this or the next life. As to the ailment of my 
p 2 
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body, I think I am not at all free from pain^ bnt is 
such a bearable degree as I wbh to be truly 
thankful for; as well as for having every neces* 
sary supply and accommodation, and kind care of 
my sister and her daughters : also now, the company 
and assistance of my dear niece, £• Pim, who 
writes this for me. I love my friends in Leinster, 
and feel desirous for their welfare. 

** With dear love to you a//, I remain 

" Thy affectionate, but poor fnend, 

^^ Elizabeth Pike." 

(Signed bj her own hand.) 

A few days afterwards she dictated a letter to 
her sister-in-law, as follows: 

« Cork, 24th of 3d month, 1797» 
" My dear sister Pim, 

*^ I have long and often had to sympathize 
with thee, in thy great affliction of body, and some- 
times of mind, and feel the same still for thee. I 
have no doubt of thy sympathetic feeling for me, 
in my present disordered state. How desirable, 
that we may be able to testify, as the apostle did, 
that ' these light afflictions, which are but for a 
moment, work for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory,' while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things that are 
pot seen ; ' for the things which are seen are tempo- 
ral, but the things that are not seen are etemaL^ 
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^This is requisite for us all to attend to, as 
time is uncertdn to all; but particularly for ns 
who are far advanced in life, and infirm. In read- 
ing the Scriptures, I expect thou findest things 
consolatory as well as instructive. In an exhorta- 
tion to good works, is mentioned ' forbearing on^ 
another, and forgiving one another; even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye,' &c, I greatly 
wish that we may be so initiated into the nature 
and spirit of the kingdom, whilst here, having our 
conversation in heaven; from whence, also, we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
as the apostle said, ^ shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto bis glori<His 
body, according to the working whereby he h 
able even to subdue all things unto himself;' so that 
we may happily obtain admission into the king- 
dom, when done with this uncertain time* I un- 
derstand thou hast been informed by thy children 
of my bodily ailment. I have now the agreeable 
company and assistance of thy daughter Eliza- 
beth, who writes this for me. With very dear 
love to thee, my brother, and the different 
branches of the fiunily residing near thee, and 
with strong desires for their temporal and eternal 
wel&re, 

*' I remain thy truly affectionate sister, 

"Elizabeth Pike," 

CSigned hy herselE) 
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On the same sheets Elu^betihi Pim wrote: "My 
aunt declines rapidly, being able to bear very little 
nourishment or medicine ; but she is very sweet 
iQ her spirit, like waiting for a release. I spend 
most of my time with her, and she seems pleased 
at my doing so, yet dc^s not like that I should be 
too much confined. My aunt Beale and my cou- 
sins do what they can for my aunt Pike. She 
seem3 grateful for every assistance." 

Nearly two weeks after this time, and only 
three days before her decease, Elizabeth Pim^ > 
bkving received a letter from London, she maid- 
fested a lively interest r^pecting various articles 
of intelligence which it contained ; proving that her 
dtpacity for participating, both in the comforts 
and troubles of her friends, was unimpaired. 
After several remarks, and desiring her love miglit 
be given to the family, she added, "It may not 
signify letting them know that I am a poor crea- 
ture, but it is the case ; y^ I feel at times a litde 
sweetness ; as much as, I suppose, or more 
than I deserve." She many times, during her 
.(Kmfinement, expressed great acknowledgments 
.£ac not having greater sufferings, and for being 
endued with patience and resignation; also for 
the support which was graciously extended to 
her. She once said to the doctor, "I have been 
greatly favoured. Providence has been very kind, 
in turning my mind to himself. I have endea- 
voured to serve him. I have no sting— no tran*- 
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gtes^on, that I know o^ to answer for. I ^& for 
nothing but patienee and resignation to bear what 
may be permitted. I am rather desirous of a 
speedy release, but do not ask for it I trust some 
mansion is r^eady to recrive me*." The doctor re^ 
marked, that her patienee^ resignaticm, and reso- 
lution, wereremarkable.^ She replied^ " Patienee 
i»id resignation are gifis, and I am thankM for 
them, ajod for having nothing laid on me but what 
IS bearable; but resolutioii I have none, for I do 
, not resolve on any thmg. I am much favoured : 
. nodiing is laid on me yet, but what I can ^easily 
bear; and I have every acoonnnodation and kind 
assbtance from my friends." 

Notwithstanding:' Ihese comfortable acknoK- 
ledgments, she appears to have been at time^ tried 
fwith a sense of deep inward poverty, if not seeip- 
iBg desertiou; which may be gathered from some 
of the following expressions : ^' It is said, ' all is 
well that ends well.' Those who remain will have 
their conflicts; but the same Hand which sup- 
ported others, will support them, if it be relied 
OB. ITie crown, at the end of their race, is worth 
Striving for; but the end of the race of the care- 
less will be sorl^wfuL It seems ccuQifortable to be 
getting away ;— -Clothing in this world to hold me; 
-—no natuj^al tie to keep me, since my husband^ 
decease; and I Qot likely to be of any use, if I 
staid loiiger. . I am mostly poor, but somelaoa^ 
jG^ a little sweetn^s, which is more Asm my de» 
sert. It is welcome. I do not find much to bin- 
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der my going off the stage. I am wishing, if it 
he the will of Providence, for a release. I hope 
to he pardoned for my omissions, and f(Nr ai^ 
thing I have done amiss." To a friend she said, 
** Do the day's work while it is day: whatever 
thy hands find to d6, do it with the might afford- 
ed. We cannot be heirs of two kingdoms: a 
preference mast be given to one. My love to ■■ 
I am obliged by what she wrote about me, and it 
is the case. There i^ sii|^x>rt nndemeath ; thou|^ 
as much of the love and favour of the Almighty^ 
as could have been desired, was not at all times 
extended; but latterly i feel n^ore of support and 
sweetness. I am not for making much show: to 
be accepted is what I desire, and tiot to sat/ much 
about it. I am waiting for my change: sometiiaes 
it seems very near, at other times not so near. I 
desire to be kept watchful till it does c<me< 
Sometimes I feel a little comfort, but am often poor 
enough: perhaps it is best for me, causing me to 
be more watchful than I might if it were other* 
wise. The goodness of God endureth continu* 
ally. I can give my little testimony to this, as hr 
as I have gone. The goodness of God endureth 
continually: this is all the song I have to sing.** 

On the 9th of the 4th mcHith her speech be^ 
come imperfect, but the following expressions 
were gathered: "The hands which were ready 
to hang down have been supported.*' Her ntece^ 
Elizabeth Pim, expressed a hope that she eoiH 
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lanaed to feel that support. She replied^ *' Yes.'' 
Soon after she said, " My love is to aU my friends, 
particularly my relations. I feel it^^A; I wish 
well for all : nothing else in my heart for any one," 
or to this effect. These were nearly her last 
words. After which there was a sweet solemnity, 
and she soon quietly departed. 

Thus this honourable elder finished her course^ 
Hbout one o'clock, the 9th of 4th month, 1797, in 
the seventy-third year of her age; having been 
above forty years an active and serviceable num- 
ber of religious society. Her character, drawn in 
her life-time by Richard Shackleton, her fr^id, 
who knew her long and intimately, will be' recog- 
nised by those who remember her, as ajust<me^ 

\ ^ Elizabeth Pike is a remarkaUe woman m oar 
age and naticm, and a true daughter of the church. 
She has a good masculine understanding, great 
prudence and sagacity. She is a woman of deep 
se%ioas ezperiaice, devoted in all her faculties 
to the service of truth; plain and sincere in her 
rdigious conduct, yet holding her authority in the 
meekness of wisdom, and moving fi^ingly, under 
the canopy of love, in humility and mildnesi^ She 
is true, staunch, ai^ steady in her friendisbips,, 
which are very select; and aa avowed enemy mid 
zealous reprover of tale4)earing and detraction- 
She is a quick discemer of spirits, and i^ound in 
judgment of appearances in the ministry; She 
does hot officiate in that line, but b well gifted fw 
r 3 
% 
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diici]piin9$ wl^di she exemees m Eereeent fiNUTf 
•nd wkh <lie sft¥cmr al truth on her spirit;^ 

(FromMS.) 



JOSEPH INMAN. 

J06BH1 IvMAN, bom about die year V7S6, was a 
maa wtese memory is dear to Us frieids; and 
v^Me steady walking, from youth to age, has loft 
an example worthy of imitation. To hinl mi^t 
be applied the character given in holy writ: *^ An 
faracfite indeed, hi whom was no goile/' 

In the year 1748 he married Rutii Hoqpe^'bbtn 
in Ulster province; obtaining in her awordiy and 
amiable oompamon. Their residence was Ba%- 
brittan, near Edenderry; of which meeting they 
4i^re members^ akid both were in die statkm of 
elders. They had no ehiJdreni but, being be- 
loved by, and loving youn^ persons, they had 
g^ierally several of such assembled about tbeoi; 
who bebeti, iMk thek Valued friends, the sweetMss 
which' a wdU-regulated Ufe diffused over their 
XQanners and conversation. Cautious of speakiog 
to the disadvantage of any one, they endeaviMHred 
io repress m others any tendency to thia error, 
w}iich is so prone to slide into familiar discourse. 
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niejr weae affluent and hospitaUe widiovt otlen^ 
tation, and preserved in great sinqilioky* 

Joseph Inman was active in the discipline of the 
society, in the uMmthly meediq; to which he be- 
longed, as well as in general meetings. His up- 
right dealings and his benevolence gained him 
very general esteem. His deportment was marked 
with meekness and innocency, in no small degree; 
and he possessed so much kindness of heart, that 
it distressed him to be told of petty depredations 
on his property, from the struggle between his 
sense of justice, and his reluctance to punish of- 

As he was diligent himadf an attoiding meel^ 
41^^ fo he wtts qualified to remark the omisskMis 
of others, in this respect, to diemsdves. When 
ihe missed his friends finHn meetfaig, he wto went 
ioi^pay.them a vtsk, to know whether indifpotttion 
had kept them at home; gently expressmg Mb 
opinion, that nothing else shouU prevent the per- 
fcrnwrntrr of tiiis indispensaUe duty. His belief 
iirreveided xeUg|on.wi» smople and sinc^e. ffe 
deiured, for himself and others, that they might 
not meddle in matters too high, for their omqpte- 
hension, but hmnbfy perform thdr known duties; 
fittquently advising against giving ear to the rea^ 

,He endured a lingerii^ illness wkh pi^ience 
and xeoignatian; and departed this hSt, 8th €i 
Mi month, ISOO, aged seiren^four. 
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Um vidow^ed at Raduoigaii, in the yeitf 1914, 
aged eighty-eight* 

Edendeny Monthly Mcetini^ , 



JOSEPH POOLE. 

Jos£PH/the son of Joseph and Jane Pot^, was 
bom at Growtoirn^ county of Wexford^ in the 
year 1731. He profited by the guarded ediic»* 
tion mlack he reeeired. His habito of indosl^ 
did not weaken hk reli^ira feehngs^ and he ba 
been heard t» say/ diat he hils seldom been mcdt^ 
sensible of the influence of divine oonsohitioi^ dian 
whe^.£9lio1friBg his jJough. 

He beJieved, for many years, ^t it was requb^ 
ed o£him to {Hsaph the gospel; yet, through dift- 
dence, long withhdd tins Bacarifice* Wh^i he 
appeared as a minbter^ his doctrine was sound) 
and his conversation consistent with it» He vraa 
wml , tf> lead the discourse, where he was in eoBfr* 
pany, to religious subjects. His neighbours ex^ 
perieiiced the benefit of his advice, not only 01^ 
subjects of the greatest importance, but om those 
which concerned their teoqporal affidrs* Hei^di^' 
the welfare and comfort of those who were uadec 



dbyGoogk 



JOSEPH POOLE« an 

Ilk dM; he was kind to his tenantry, aodKberal 
to the poor ; and had the respect and regard of dl 
who knew his worth. 

He married, in 1765, Sarah, daughter of Jacob 
Martin, of Aghfad, county of Wexford. 

He did not travel much in the work of the mi- 
nistry : he was diligent in the attendance of meet- 
ings at home, and those for more general service. 
In the ye»r 1784, he accompanied that devoted 
servant of the Lord, John Pemberton, of Philii- 
delphia, in religious visits to some meetings of 
^ends in Leinster, as also to sundry places ia 
Connaught and Munster, where none of the society^ 
resided. 

In 1785, his son Joseph died, [see p. S8S.J 
This was a close trial to the parents of this youth; 
but the affliction was borne with submission to the- 
wise decision of Him who gives and takes away. 

This our Friend's last illness was not of long; 
continuance ; nor did it confine him entirely to his 
bed, till the day which closed his*life. He seemed 
to have entertained but little prospect of reeov^, 
from the early part of his indispo^tion; and re- 
peated to his physician most of the seven first 
verses of the l^h chapter of Ecclesiastes, con- 
cluding with: ** Then shall the dust return to the 
ear& as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it J* 
He suffisred much from difficulty of breathmg; 
and though he expressed the happiness of feehng 
H peaceftd conscience, he found the pains of disso- 
hitioiihard for nature to stqiport, often cravhig 
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divine a^aadm^cy* Oliiwniigtl^iaUontioaiif 
tboMe who wfdtod on him, he md: '^jBsuaeiil tbe 
Lord keep the city^ the watehim^ wal^eth biA in 
vain." These wave Hearljr his last; woid^. He died 
the 23d of mh moi^, 180a Those whdi wme 
pcesent, felta solemn caJba lo cover their minds at 
that time, aiid one c^them was strengthened, fed- 
ingly to ejqpvess tikea^ words of eonsobitiQii: ^' O 
de^^i where is thy 9i69gi O grave! where. Is 
Ihyvietoiyr 

County of Wexford Monthljr Meeting^ 



MARY MOORE. 



Mary Moore, daughter of Niohohs and Susamla. 
Moore, was bom in Watedbid, 17£7; and though,^ 
for the most part, she dwelt: m her native plaoe, 
yet ^te visited some parts of the nation, with the 
nnity.of ber friends, and was frequency emfJoyed 
in that tmfy usdiil and neeessary work of viskmg 
the finn^s of those of her own society. She waR» 
a minister in good esteem, and of exemplary Ufe, 
and seemed to have no greater joy than to see 
truth and nghte<msness prosper in the earth. She 
was earnest to eadiopt the old and the yoirag to 
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«edk im aoqaablanee wUli the I^oid ; to takeijqp 
thek daily cross, and follow a crucified Saviour; 
and endeaYOur to do their day's wprk wiiile health, 
ftnd stsength were affiurded, and not to lekve the 
great and necessary work of dbeir soul's salvation 
4o a sick hed and rolling piUow. 

She i^eared to taread a quiet path throug|i 
fife» and died the 3d of 6th month, 1801; leaving 
on the loinds of her fnetids an img^ression of esteem 
and affection for her memory. She was aged 
about sevcnty-ibur; a mii^ter about forty years<^ 

. From Testnumj of Wateiford Monthly Meetings 



BENJAMIN GRUBB. 



Benjamin Grubb, son of John and Anne Gnd[)b^ 
was bom in 1727 or 1728. In the year 1768, he 
todc to wife Susanna, die dau^iter of Jaaies and 
Susanna Malone, fiiends belonging to Caiiow 
monthly meetiilg, and settled in Oonmel. His 
wife luiited with him in giving their children a re- 
ligious education. Benjamin Grubb was a man of 
good sense, uprightness, and simplicity ; an affec- 
tionate husband, a tender fiither, and a kind mas- 
ter. He loved to have his friends under hirroof. 
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wltefe tiiey were entertained wkh geimiiie iMMBpfc* 
tftKty; he was compassionate to his feQow-cres« 
tures, and it was evident that he caideavoured to 
keep a consci^ice void of bfience toward Gk>d and 
toward man : an honourable elder, being weU qVL$k'< 
lified for active sarvice in the discipline of the re- 
Igious society to ^vhich he belonged* He enjoyed 
a long continuance of healthi and was industdous 
in business. His blameless, consistent condud; 
the solidity, free from austerity, of bis deportment; 
and his kind, unassuming manners, caused hiqi to 
be loved and respected. Attacked by paralytic 
complaints, he lingered for nearly three years^ 
under great bodily weakness, yet was favoured 
with a continuance of his mental faculties; and, 
during that time, was- never heard to utter an im- 
patient word, but bore his sufferings with resigna^ 
tion and tranquillity of mind; and, as long as he^ 
could, attended religious meetings, his feeble steps< 
thereto being supported by his dutiful and affec- 
tionate children. He died in the 2d month, 1802^. 
. aged seventy-fcmx. 

Susanna Gnibb, his widow, outlived her belov^ 
husband a few years.. Hier health, before impair- 
fdf B&et bis removal dedined more rapidly.; and 
early ia the year 1806,. 3he passed quietly awa;^. 
«ged seventy-five* 

Coun4^ of Tipperary Monthly Meeting. 
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ELIZA CHAMBERLAIN. 

Eliza, daughter of Thomas and Dorothy Cham^ 
berlain, late of Cooladine, in the county of Wex- 
ford, was bom 22d of ad month, 1777. In the 
year 1788, her father was removed by death; 
soon after which, her mother placed her at Suir^ 
island school. Here she took the small pox, 
which proved of a malignant kind. 

After' remaining some time longer at school, 
she returned to her mother, with whom she con- 
tinued till her decease, in the year 179S. She 
was thus left without parents, about the fif* 
teenth year of her age. In the same year she wa» 
placed at Mountmellick boarding school, under the 
care of Anne Shannon; with whom, as her years 
increased, she formed a close and very tender 
friendship. 

When Deborah Darby and Rebecca Young 
visited this nation, in 1797, their ministry seems to 
have been instrumental to turn her mind into a 
deeper consideration of the things which belonged' 
to her peace. As a diary and some letters written 
by her have been preserved, a few extracts from 
them may be acceptable and instructive. 

From the Diary, 1798. 
•'Went to meeting as usual, and received Utdti 
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improTement, I fear: when shall I have my 
thoughts in proper sulgection? 

** 8th of 1st month. Went to visit my old 
friends^ poor as well as rich : what gratitude do 
some of them feel for slight services! 

'^ 16th. Governess took me to visit a poor 
family: surely it is good for u^ ta visit thoie 
. who are struggUng. with difficulties. 

*^ 28tb. In the sitting after te% had a mourn- 
fid prospect of my faults* I hardly do or say^any 
thing» that,^ in the cool hour of reflection^ will bear 
the test. 

VMstof 2d month. Got credit for something 
that I hardl/ deserved: surely undeserved praise 
. 13. the. keenest censure^ 

"21st. Was convinced, beyond any manner of 
doubts that our words ought Jx) be few ; and d^t. 
much speaking, though the subject be innocent,, is 
oftener to be repented of than much silence." 

On completing her twenty-first year, EH&a 
Chamberlain came into possession of her property, 
which enabled her to gratify many of the benevo- 
lent wishes of her heart. She was the friend of 
the helpless, of the oi^>haji, and. the widow: her 
liberality was only bounded by her meani, and 
hex bounty was bestowed, with a delicate respect 
to the feelings^ of those she assisted, which en- 
hanced the obligation. She devoted a large pcHr- 
tionof hertime to the poor, many, of whom she 
vifttl^ in their lonely dwellings; cheering them by 
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her affectionate kindness, as well as admiiiisterii^ 
to their bodilj wants. She was attentive to the 
interests of her tenants ; giving them leases on 
such moderate terms as enabkd them to live emnr 
fortably. In 1799 she perfected the lease of a 
piece of ground at Cooladine, for a burial place for 
die people called Quakers, at a nominal rent. On 
her attaining the age of twenty-one years, she 
made the following remarks : 

g2d of 2d month, 1 798. " The twenty-first an- 
niversary of that in which I first drew toeath. k 
it not the most important of my life; and to what 
good purpose have I employed it? Not in doing 
the utmost I might have done, to serve and obey 
my beneficent Creator ^ not in striving, as much aSv 
I ought, to correct my temper ; not in praying as fer- 
vently as I should, to be henceforward preserved in 
the path of undeviating obedience to the calls of duty : 
though the prayer of the wise king was brought, 
at least, to my remembrance: 'I am but a htde 
child; give to thy servant an understanding heart.* 
Now surely I am doubly called upon to act rigbdy. 
My state of infancy and childhood is past ; and 
now, by my peculkur situation in life, am I launch- 
ing into the cares and troubles of the worid. Ohi 
may I, in the commerce of life, be preserved from 
n^t-hand enKNrs, and left-hand errors, fmd m^ 
the query still be present with me, (if I dare to. 
Aink of valuing mysdf on, or attempt to make an 
improper use of the gtfts of Providence,) * Who 
BMiloeth thee to differ fyom another, or what Imtt 
thou that thou , didst not recdve V And with re-' 
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spect to my mental abilities, may I be clothed with 
the shining robe of humility. At times I asu 
greatly humbled, under the feeling of my own 
weakness, worlUessness, and inability to act with 
propriety, eren iaihe common occurrences of life, 
in which I see so many shine; but then self, that 
subtle decdTer, that bosom enemy, which we all 
have to war with, maliciously whispers in my too- 
attentive ear, that I am wiser, and, forsooth, bet- 
ter-informed than many. Ah! who is proof 
against this insinuating adversary? Who are not 
liable to think more highly of themselves than 
they ought? Those alone who keep under the 
humiUating, soul-prostrating influence of that 
love which flows universally to all mankind, poor 
as well as rich, ignorant as well as wise; and a 
strict attention to that inward monitor, which 
shows us impartially what we are, lays open the 
hidden, and often corrupt motives of our appa- 
rently good actions; and convinces, beyond a 
doubt, that * the heart is deceitful above all things^ 
and desperately wicked.* Oh! may I, when again 
disposed to think more highly of myself than I 
ought to thii^, have the mournful prospect of my 
Jbults and omissions brought to my view; luid hfifw 
infinitely, how immeasurably short do I fall, in 
every instance, of that blessed nature which is held 
up for our imitation!'* 

About this time she appears to have been «^ 
sisting to nurse a sick frien^ and she says : *' OM 
my If when hud on the bed of siduiess, (whiohi 



dbyGoogk 



BLt2A CHAMBERLAIN. 888 

some tiine or other, Imust expect,) be enabled to 
bear, with patience and resignation, the pain and 
affliction I may hare to suffer; and in order there- 
to, to prepare myself, whUe fevoiired with health 
ahd strength, for that awftd moment For, if our 
life be not that of the righteous, we have HQitteM^ 
son to expect our latter end wiU be like theirs." 

'* 27th of 2d month. Went to see E. C* 
and, I hope, I got a lesson of patient resignation, 
worthy to be remembered, from observing the 
contentment visible in her countenance and man- 
ner." 

" 5th of 1st month, 1799. Found mortification 
was good for me. May I be preserved from re- 
senting disrespectful treatment; for while I do, let 
me pretend to what I wiU, I am in the same spirit 
as the aggressor. 

9th. Visited several poor people: a profitable 
exercise, if it would teach us to number our bless- 
ings. 

" 18th. A Christian must sufibr deeply and fre- 
quently, was impressed on my mind of late: yes, in 
body and mind, they must be wffling to give up all 
in this world, who expect the reward of eternal life 
in the next : I mean, happiness. How hard ^ this 
to the creaturely will and wisdom; but this wilt 
and wisdom must also be resigned. 

"24th. How much more elevated-^more sub- 
lime, are the sentiments of a true Christian, than 
of the greatest and most refined moralist. 
- ^^ 22d of 2d month. Even this very day, though 
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often Aoughtftd that it wasny birthHiajr, lias not 
beoi free from condemnation: I talked too much» 
apd was disc<mcerted at a favourite sentiine&t 
b«ipg contradicted." 

Sbe notes her bitth-days, l^ aspirations after a 
greater degree of acceptance with Him who gave 
h^ being. In 1800, she thus expresses hersdf on 
tUs occasion: '* Should this be the last year that 
I remain in this uncertain state, may it be so. 
spent as to ensure peace on a death-bed, that tea 
thousand worlds cannot procure. If unfeigned re- 
pentance for the past, upright conduct at the 
present, and aiicere resolves to act well in fkturcy 
are not now united in my life, what shall I expect, 
but that aggravated pumshment justly due?" 

In a letter to a friend, she says: ''My natural 
disposition is reserved; and though nature may be 
much improved, it is seldom entirely changed, ex-^ 
cept by the work of religion ; so that I believe it is 
best for me to content myself with what I am, and 
not aspire to what others would have me to be." 

These extracts from this young person's private 
writings, demonstrate the sincerity of her heart. 

Being on a journey, she lay on a damp bed: this, 
it was thought, occasioned an affection of the 
lungs, from which she never wholly recovered. 
Thus were the fetal seeds of consumption sown, 
before she had completed her 24th year. 

In 6th month, 1801^ the disease seems to have 
made some progress, for she remarks: "While 
tikm oonfiaed from assanUing myself along wkh 
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those with whom I make pro&ssion of reMgioiii 
oh! may I not grow lukewann and careless about 
tbegreat work of sanctification; for surely it is a 
heart-work, and we may be aus diligently employed 
therein whilst in the closet, as in the most crowd- 
ed assemblies for religious worship. How often 
in these does the mind wander from its true cen*^ 
tre, following some darling scheme and inclination; 
though the body may be still, and tlie countenaiicid 
so composed, that our fellow-creatures may think 
we are performing that worship in spirit, which is 
alone true worship: but he who knows the heart, 
and reads the most secret thoughts and intents 
thereof, will punish for this hypocrisy. 

" 1st of 180@. A new year is commenced, ^r-« 
haps the last that I shall see in this world: but 
that would be of Bttleconsequenceif my peace were 
made, and that I had an assurance of everlasting 
felicity hereafter. Alas! for me, this is not th(e^ 
ease. My poor, weak mind, that used to be em^- 
ployed about trifles, is now occupied about the 
diseased body, and seems to have Utde time for 
any other thoughts. Oh ! may strength be vouch- 
safed to me, an unworthy creature, to serve the 
Lord the remainder of my days." 

On her birth-day this last year of her Ufe, 1802; 
she thus solenmly and impressively observes: 
" Entered into my 26th year. Now surely I am 
so far advanced in Ufe, as to make it necessary for 
xne to think seriously of my condud;,' of my pur- 
43uitSy of the part I am acting; and kio longer to 
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trifle away the precious moments which were, 
^ven, that I might, hy a perfect obedience, so 
glorify my Creator here, as to be prepared for a 
reception into his presence, when this veil of flesh 
is dissolved, and the spirit appears before that 
awfiil tribunal, where my actions will be judged 
by unerring justice. Oh! my God, have mercy 
upcm me : onnpassionate my weakness, forgive my 
iniquities. And oh! pardon, if it be thy blessed 
will, my numerous deviations from known duties* 
Ah! strengthen this weak body, that I may make 
my peace with thee before I go hence." 
. In a letter to a fnead, she thus expresses her- 
self: " I am a good deal shut out from my near 
relatives, by being here, yet is every deficiency 
made up in the company of my dear A. S. who, 
notwithstanding her many avocations, is to me the 
kind, sympathizing friaad, the instructive compa- 
luon, and affectionate provider of all that is neces- 
sary in my present €tate of health; to which she 
attends with, I think, too much assiduity." 

During the paroxysms of dbease, her mind was 
sweetly calm, and her patience admirable. Modest 
and diffident as she was by nature, she beUeved it 
right for her to e^tpostulate with a young person, 
who, she apprehended, was deficient in keeping 
good resolutions; descrilung to her something of 
her own inward conflict, in which the language of 
her spirit had been, " A Saviour, or I die ; a Re- 
deemer, or I perish!" 
, At times, the health of this beloved ypimg 
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woman was so much benefited by the means resorted 
to for its restoration, that a prospect of her reco- 
very was cherished by her friends: again their 
hopes were clouded ; and in this fluctuating state 
she continued till the 11th month, 1802, when she 
Evidently and rapidly declined. On the 13th of 
that month, she told her physician that she had 
never felt any pain equal to the difficulty of breath- 
ing she then laboured under; yet she frequently 
smiled sweetly through her sufferings, and, while 
passing through a distressing night, appeared to 
feel less for herself than for the person who 
watched with her. 

On the 14th she breakfasted in the parlotir, yet 
her increasing weakness was evident. With the 
diffidence of a humble Christian, she mentioned to 
her beloved A. S. that, though she could not say 
much as to an assurance respecting futurity, she 
had a hope that, with the thief on the cross, she 
^should be received into mercy. 

She had for some time under her care, a poor 
young girl who had lost the use of her limbs, to 
whose wants she constantly administered, and 
whom, when in health, she often visited. About 
noon, this last day of her life, she sent for an in- 
,timate. friend, and confided to her the charge of 
this helpless creature; which, when her friend 
kindly undertook, Eliza seemed to have no further 
<;oncern in the things of this life. Another friend 
'Coming in the afternoon, she conversed, apparently 

Q 
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with as much ease as if free from pain* On one 
occasion she expressed her belief^ that there was 
no state in the Christian progress more difficult to 
attaki, than ' that 6f beiifg willing to T>e accounted 
as the ofiscourin^ of all things. 

She spoke of the ease she had enjoyed for the 
last two hoiirs^ trith 'thankfulness ; and a restless* 
n^ss coming 'on, desired to change her posture; 
after which, a sharp donflict with the paags of 
death seized on her e^hauSt^d firaine^ ' Yet, in this 
hour of agony, fehe said: **^What signify these 
pai^s, when all happiness is placed beyond them?" 
and, in a few minutes after, her spirit was disen^ 
cumbered of mortality. She died, '14th of 11th 
month, 1802, in the 25th year of her age* 

From MS. 



MARY RIDGWAY. 

Mary, the daughter of Joseph and Mary Sparkes, 
was bom in Exetdr, the 30th ofOth month, 1728; 
and in die early part of her life, yielded to k eoft- 
formity widi the world, in her appearance, speech, 
and behaviour. From this deliiswe world, h6ww 
ever, in the bloom of youth, she was' enabled to 
turn into the narrow path of self-denial; and, sub- 
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mitting her will to the divine will, after many deep 
conflicts and baptisms of spirit, preparing her for 
the work of the ministry, she was qualified to tell 
unto others what the Lord has done for her soul* 

Not long after her coming forth as a minister, 
she came into Ireland| in company with Sarah 
Spktt, on a religious visit to Friends of this na- 
tion, in the year 1758. Sarah Splatt being 
obliged to refrain from travelling, on account of in- 
disposition, Mary was, for a time, accompanied on 
her journey by Elizabeth Carleton, (afterwards 
Shackleton.) In the year 1754, she was married to 
Joshua Ridgway, of Balliearrol, in the Queen's 
county, who died in the prime of Ufe. During his 
life, she had not much public, service, home seem- 
ing to be her proper allotment; but after his de- 
cease she was diligent in her ministerial office. 
Her exercises through life were many and varied, 
both outwardly and inwardly ; (those from without 
of a very peculiar and trying nature ;) yet she was 
happily preserved in meekness and patience, say- 
ing, in the language of conduct: "Thy will, O 
Lord, not mine, be done. 

One who knew her from her early life, thus 
writes concerning her: *^ I hare had to remember 
somewhat of the tribulated path she had to tread, 
and which, no doubt, gradually fitted her for an 
entrance into that kingdom, where rest and peace 
for ever reign ; as well as helped to qualify her for 
eminent ^services in the church miHtant, while on 

I 
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earth. She was tried at all points^ but held fast 
her mtegrity under all her various probations: the 
winds blew, the rains descended^ and the floods 
came, but her habitation stood firm. And why! 
because it was founded on a rock: that rock 
against which all the powers of darkness, or all the 
trials of time can never prevail." 

Her humility and mildness of disposition were 
particularly conspicuous ; and she was remarkably 
careful to cultivate, even in company, that inward 
recollection and retirement of mind, by which she 
was preserved in purity of heart, and was often 
favoured with near access to the Fountain of all 
Good. Those who were young in her day, re- 
member her motherly tenderness towards them; 
her gravity, her gentleness, her guarded familari- 
ty,' and the uniform courtesy of her demeanour: 
walking before them an example of Christian vir- 
tues. 

Often, in the drawings of divine love, she visited 
different parts of this nation, also Friends in Eng- 
land several times; and once, pretty generally, 
Friends on the continent of America. So that 
there was little cessation of her labours; and, even 
when far advanced in life, this devoted servant 
crossed the channel twice. After this she travelled 
no more abroad, but attended meetings at home, 
whilst of ability of body, and ministering therein 
to edification and comfort; evincing, that He who 
had been her morning Ught, was then her evening 
song. She peacefully put off mortaKty, the 16th 
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of 3d month, 1804, aged about seventy-six,- and a 
minister about fifty-five years. 

The quarterly meeting of Leinster province thus 
testify concerning their " fresh recollection of her 
extensive usefulness in these our general meetings, of 
which she was a diligent attender, though often in 
great weakness and infirmity of body, wherein her 
services, both as a mender and minister, were 
truly satisfactory and edifying. She was fre- 
quently engaged in family visits, and exercised in 
her gift in families where her lot was cast. Of ^ 
[Sympathizing spirit, it may be truly said, she, in an 
eminent degree, possessed * pure religion and un- 
defiled; visiting the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and keeping herself unspotted from the 
world;' thereby leaving a bright example to us, 
her survivors ; she being thus enabled, through 
fisuth and patience, to follow the Captain of her 
souFs salvation." 

From Testimony of Mountmellick Monthly Meeting. 



LOUISA CONRAN. 



Louisa, the daughter of Samuel and Anne Strang- 
rtan, was born at Mountmellick, in the year 1755. 
At axt early age she manifested a desire to be ac- 
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ceptable in the sight of her Creator^ and becmne 
an example of huinility and self-denial to the 
youth; while her stability and solidity of conduct, 
recommended her to those more advanced in life* 

In 1783, on her marriage witib JohnConran, 
she became a member of Lisburn meeting. She 
was endowed with dear discernment in matters re- 
lating to the discipline, and was active in the pro- 
motion of it* She seldom missed attending the 
yearly meeting in Dublin, and several times a^ 
tended that held in London. She was in the s<^ 
tion of an elder. Exemplary as her Hfe had been, 
she experienced, in her last illness, those fears 
with which many difSdent, though purified, spirits^ 
have been tried. She supplicated for forgivenesi^ 
and that her dross and tin, and reprobate silver, 
nught be done away. She acknowledged that she 
was nothing ; but that Christ was all, and that her 
hopes of salvation were through him. 

She said she had been concerned, from her 
youth up, to keep the testimonies which Friends 
have to bear ; and her belief was, that they were 
the testimonies of truth. She took an affectionate 
farewell of her female servants, and recommended 
to them to let truth and honesty be the governing 
principles of their lives. She desired her love to 
be remembered to several friends, and concluded' 
with saying, " I love all,*' 

The last words which she is recollected to have 
spoken, and those she spoke distinctly^ wcqre;. 
**Who is this great enemy that surrounds me?. 
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Christ will overcome him." After this, she lay 
silent, though apparently sqnsible^ till she quietly 
expired^ without a sigh^ 4th of ISth months 1&05, 
aged fifty. 

liisbum Monthly Meeting. 



JOSEPH WILLIAMS. 

Joseph Wiluams, son of Joseph and Mary Wil- 
iiamsy was bom in Dublin, in 1736. In 1761 he 
married Jane Chamberlain. The monthly meet- 
ing of Dublin gave forth the following testimony 
concerning him : " This our beloved friend was, 
early in life, visited by the tendering impressions 
of that grace which is sufficient for us ; and, hav- 
ing measurably submitted to follow his Lord, he 
became useful in the church, and an elder much 
esteemed. He was diligent in attending meetings 
for worship and discipline at home, and frequently 
attended those in other parts. 

" About the year 1787, he came came forth in 
the ministry; and, in the exercise of his gift, he was 
sound and edifying, and, at times, much favoured. 
Although he travelled but little with certificate, 
yeti with the approbation of our monthly meeting, 
he, at sundry times, ^ited themeetmgs of Friends 
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in the quarterly meeting to which he belonged, a^ 
well as those of the other quarterly meetings of 
this nation; and, under appointment of the na- 
tional meeting, he several times visited Friends, 
generally, throughout the island. 

''He was of unaffected manners, plain and un- 
disguised in his mode of expression, and of great 
candour: he was ' a lover of hospitality, a lover 
of good men;' much devoted to the cause of truth, 
and zealous for its promotion ; and, on some occa- 
sions, he exhibited great firmness of mind; not 
suffering private considerations, or personal feet 
ings, to warp him from what he conceived to be his 
duty. 

"For uMiny years,he had much of the service; of 
society on him; and, under the weight thereof, 
from the lukewarmness and degeneracy that pre- 
vailed, he was, at times, almost ready to sink; but 
the Guide of his youth continued, mercifiilly, to 
be his support, even to old age. In discipline he, 
was of quick discernment and sound judgment,, 
and desirous, not only of its support, but that it 
should be supported in the right line and spirit; 
and, in a letter he wrote to our monthly meeting, 
at a time he was prevented, by indisposition, from, 
attending, he expressed himself^ on that subject, 
nearly as follows : * On my awaking this morning, 
the state of the monthly meeting became the isub- 
ject of my though tfulness and consideration;, and 
a desire attended my mind, that you might centre 
to the precious gift in yourselves, and^ waiting 
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thereon^ feel its influence to qualify you for rightly 
moving, and transacting the husiness that may 
come before you: for, a small portion thereof, 
does more for us than all the natural qualifications 
we may have as men; yet these, when kept in 
their places, are great &voui:s and additional bless- 
ings/ 

" In the year 1792, he attended the northern 
yearly meeting, held at Whitehaven, and the half- 
yearly meeting of Scotland : he also, many times, 
attended the yearly meeting in London. The last 
meeting he was at, was one appointed for the 
youth of this city ; and, although in great weak- 
ness of body, he was enabled to communicate 
suitable counsel on the occasion, and, as it were, 
take a farewell of his friends. From that time he 
continued to decline in health, and, for the most 
part, was confined to the house. During our last 
yearly meeting, he was unable to bear much com- 
pany; yet, at one time, in an opportunity of re*- 
ligious retirement, many friends being present, 
amongst other things, hejexpressed himself to the 
following import: * He that entereth not by the 
door into the sheepfold^ but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber; and 
we cannot go out of the right way, and in again, at 
our pleasure.' 

** Continuing to decline, he was removed into 
the country, a short distance from this city, where 
he was, several weeks, confined to his bed, during 
which time^ to his close, he spoke but little* 
q3 
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'' He departed this life, the I7t{i of the 8t& 
month, 1807; and his repaains were interred/4he 
SOth of the same, aceompuued to the hnrialv 
ground by a large namber of Friends and others ; 
a solemn silence prevailing, with litde intermptioii, 
from the house to the grave*yard. He was aged 
nearly seventy-one years; a minister about twenty 
years. 

^' Thus.our beloved friend finished hb course; 
and, we trust, has entered into that rest which if 
prepared for the righteous. May we, who r^nain 
behind, labour to know our minds redeemed firom 
the spirit of this fadii^g world, and. placed on 
things above, that are durable, and pass not^away; 
that so, when we shall draw near x>ur final dose^ 
in time, we may each of us experience the ^ effect 
' of righteou^e^s to be quietness and assurance Sox 
ever; " 

His widow survived him several years: she was 
in the station of an elder. She departed this lifr 
the 14th of the 1st month, 18^1, leaving a bright 
example of a meek, circumspect conduct. . 
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THOMAS FAYLE. 

Thomas Fayle was bom in the King's County, 
in 1742. He was apprenticed to a Friend in 
Dublin; and settled in that city. That sobriety 
and thoughtftdness which distinguished his eariy 
days, accompanied him throughout his life; and as 
his years increased, his usefiilness in the religious 
' society of Friends, of which he was a member, 
increased also. He was much concerned that its 
Christian discipline should be faithfully supported, 
and was active in the administration of it. He 
was a man of plainness, solid sincerity, and firm- 
ness* He spoke his sentiments honestly, whether 
in meetings for discipline, or to individuals; and 
he encouraged others to speak the truth, every' 
inan to his brother. He was oflen engaged in 
visiting Friends in their families. 

In the year 1773 he married Abigail, the 
daughter of James and Susanna Malone, mem- 
bers of Cariow monthly meeting. In her he had 
a tender and sympathizing wife— a true help- 
meet Their joint care was extended for the pre- 
servation of their children, in the safe path of 
simplicity and consistency of conduct, jfrom unpro- 
fitable company and injurious reading; encourag- 
mg the good that was in them, and endeavouring 
to check and prevent the growth of what was 
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wrong ; and treating tbem with the tenderness of 
parental love, thereby gaining their affection and 
confidence. They had the great comfort and 
blessing to see their hopes fulfilled, and their 
anxieties repaid, by the conduct of their offspring; 
and, ruling their own house well, were qualified 
to admonish and encourage others to do likewise. 
They were both in the station of elders. Tho^ 
mas Fayle several times attended the yearly meet- 
ing held in London. He was desirous that 
Friends might not pursue their trades, so as to 
encumber their minds, and unfit them for religious 
services. In this he was exemplary; as also in 
his uprightness and punctuality in transacting 
business. His faithful wife was desirous that he 
should fulfil every duty which he believed was 
required of him; even though it should separate^ 
them for a time, and thus deprive her of his com- 
pany and encouragement at home. She was diffi- 
dent in offering her sentiments in meetings of dis* 
cipline; but when she did, a sense of rectitude 
attended the expression of them. She was de- 
sirous to avoid superfluity in her domestic econo- 
niy,^ particularly in furniture; yet heartily united 
with her worthy husband in the exercise of hos- 
pitality. There was a cheerful kindness to be 
met with in visiting them, which attracted and 
attached their friends; and the genuine piety 
which warmed their hearts, was beheld in their 
countenances, and felt in their conversation. They 
were more in substance than in show. 
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Thomas Fayle enjoyed the privilege of almost 
uninterrupted health. The health of his wife 
had been in an impaired state for some years; and 
when she became more indisposed, and suffered 
much pain, she earnestly desired that the Lord 
would grant her patience to bear whatever suffer- 
ings might be allotted to her. To one of her 
sons she spoke to this effect: " Seek first the 
kingdom of heaven, and all things will be added ; 
all things necessary will be added. Do not suffer 
the honours or profits of this world to draw thy' 
attention from^that which is alone necessary. The 
riches of this world should be considered as dross 
and dung, that so we may win Christ^ My pain 
is great. What a long illness I have had-^now 
nearly two years I I believe it is for my good; 
I am not murmuring — I hope I am not murmur-^ 
ing at the long illness I have been favoured with» 
How thankful I ought to be for the many favours 
and blessings I have experienced!? 

Though her illness was long, her last eonfine^ 
ment to her chamber was only three days; and on 
the 15th of 4th month, 1805^ her valuable life 
closed, at the age of sixty-seven. Her loss deeply 
affected the minds of her affectionate husband 
and children. 

On the 15th of 5th month, 1808, Thomas Fayle 
appeared not so well as usual; but attended both 
meetings, it being the first day of the week. In 
the evening he desired the Bible might be read. 
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andy after a tisie of tfUence, whieh was usual \v^n 
tbe Scriptures had been read in his family, he made 
some obsen^t^ns on the instructive parable of 
the sower* As he did n6t ^t better, his family 
called in medical assistance. The phy^dan gave 
litfle hopes of his recovery. He spoke himself of 
the probable tenulnatidn of this illness; desired 
to be undisturbed; adding, ** There seems no 
sting. I never made much show; but what I did, 
I endeavoured to do it honestly. I have a hope 
to be admitted within the pearl gaties." 

His declining strength, though he suffered little 
pain, confirmed his belief that his end was near; 
saying, ^^ I am favoured with great quietness;** and 
he then humbly and thankiully said, ^^What a 
strange sight it is for me to see!" Being asked 
what hemeant^ be replied, ^* For me to be called 
away, and to be quite ready." Then quickly, yet 
gently gliding irom Ufe, he pflssed quietly away, 
about midnight, the ^Ist of 5th month, 1808^ 
slg6i sixty-fflXi . ^ 

From ^' Piety Promoted," 10^ part. 
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Abraham^ the son of Samuel and Sarah Neale^ 
was born at Christian's-town, county of Kildare^ 
5th of 2d months 1756, He was one of a large 
family, who were, in early life, deprived of a pious 
father. His natural dispositions were amiable, 
and, even in his childhood, his sobriety of con- 
duct impressed his contemporaries with respect 
for him. In passing through the path of youth 
to manhood, he was preserved in that circumspec- 
tion which enabled him to become a steady ex- 
ample of humility and meekness. 

In the year 1791, he married Rebecca, daugh- 
ter of George Penrose, and widow of Joshua 
Forbes. He was an elder in the church, and he 
endeavoured to rule his own house well. 

His life was so spent as to be a preparation for 
tlie close of it; the suddenness of which was not 
attended with dismay. On the 19th of 7th month, 
1813, he was descending a ladder, with his back 
to it; when it gave way, and he fell. He walked^ 
with assistance, to his brother's house, near to which 
the circumstance nad occurred. Wis own house 
was not far distant; but it was not judged proper to 
remove him, even that small space, till he should 
have recovered the immediate effects of the fall 
To his own house he returned no more. He 
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rapidly grew, worse; and all the medical aid whicft 
was procured, all the affectionate cares of his own 
and his brother's family, could not avert the con- 
sequences of this severe injury. His sufferings 
seemed to be chiefly from great difficulty of breath- 
fng; and in this awfully-trying time, he expressed 
his entire resignation, the evidence which he felt 
that his peace was made, that he had nothing to 
do but to die, and his hope that he might be fa* 
voured with patience. His dear children engaged 
his tender solicitude : his desire for their preser- 
vation, and that they should be brought up in 
plainness, and messages of love to those who were 
absent, flowed from his dying lips. 

A short time before the solemn close, he en- 
quu-e4 the time of the day. On being informed; 
hd said he did not expect to have remained so 
long; and soon after, in a sweet, resigned frame, 
he expired, about nineteen hours- after the fal^ 
the ^Oth of 7th month, 1813, aged nearly fifty^- 
eight. 

His widow survived him but a few years, en- 
during frequent attacks of indisposition with much 
Christian patience and resignation; and departed 
this life the 17th of 5th month, 1819; 

Edendeny Monthlf Meeting. 
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William Wright, the son of William and Mary- 
Wright, was bom in Cork, 1784. He made a wise 
choice in early Ufe, devoting his talents to the* 
Giver of them; and was particularly watchful to 
preserve his mind disentangled from business, as. 
far as was compatible with the necessary pursuit 
of it; and on the first day of the week he was not 
known to open a letter on that subject. He was 
a dutiful child, and, being deprived of his parents, 
endeavoured to supply, their loss to his brothers 
by his affectionate cares. His gentle manners^ 
his considerate kindness, and solid judgment, were 
all refined and strengthened by the genuine piety, 
of his heart. 

Little can be recorded of a life which ffowed 
in so equal a tenor, in such privacy, and which, 
so soon reached its period. Before the end of 
his thirtieth year he was seized by a violent fever;, 
and, after a short illness, he died, in the 12th 
month, 1813: consoling was the firm belief that 
he was prepared for the awful change. 

It was after his death that his modest virtues 
were more fully disclosed ; for his numerous acts^ 
of benevolence were performed with that privacy, 
expressed in the divine command: ^^ When thou 
doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thjp 
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right hand doeth/' The anxiety of the poor in 
his iUnesSy and their grief at his death, revealed 
those deeds, which he desired should remain un- 
known. 

Extradjrom a public 9iexcspaper. 

*^ Died, on Saturday last, in Duncan-street, after 
a short but severe ibess, Mr. William Wright, 
gcocer, one* of the sodety of Friends. As one of 
that most vespectaUe body, he was a pattern of its 
prhnitive^i pure, and imrelaxed manners; which 
were deeply displayed by him, in naldness, bene- 
volence, and every Christian virtue.' As he was 
dutiful and affectionate in his domestic circle, so 
he was conciliating, in manners, charitable, and 
compassionate. As a man' of Imsiness, his deal- 
ing were conducted with the strictest integrity 
and punctuality. By his death, sodety has l6st' a 
valuable member.*' 



SUSANNA HILL. 

Susanna , Hill was the , dai^hter of Thomas and 
Abigail Knott, of Edenderry, and was born in 
the year 1769. Her father died some months 
be&re her bkth, and left his widoW in straitened 
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circumstances, with an infant son. A kind and 
generous fHend, then residing in that town^ though 
not allied by kindred, received them into his fa- 
mily, where the widow and her child experienced 
the comforts of affectionate attention, cordial sym- 
pathy, and genuine hospitality; and, during the 
trying period of her confinement, the amiable 
females of that house cherished her with sisterly 
tenderness.' They recommended her to the famify 
of one of their relations: here she fulfilled her 
duty to much tsatidfaction. With them she con- 
tinued during the remainder of her life ; a meek 
and lowly-minded woman, much beloved and le^ 
spected by all. the family. 

Her children were boarded and educated in 
Dublin; and, when at a proper age, her son Wil- 
liam was apprenticed to his uncle, and Susanna to 
a mantua-maker. William (as one who knew, him 
well thus testifies) " was, from infancy, of an un* 
commonly serious turn of mind: I know not that 
an imbecoming word ever escaped his Kps. He 
feared ev^ry thing that was not consistent with 
the purity of the gospel, and led a life of the 
greatest cnrcumspection," His sister's disposittoi^ 
was more volatile, and she indulged in some of 
the gaieties of youth; but her gentle temper BXkd 
amiable disposition caused her always to lend a 
ready eaar to ibe reproofs of instruction; and, 
during her' attendance on her mother in her last 
illness^ she was more and more convinced of the 
necessity, of taking up the cross to many things 
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in whidi she bad hitherto indulged^ and^ yielding 
to the powerful uifluence of vital religion, her 
mind became ^' seasoned with grace." 

On hermother^s deatb she quitted her lodg- 
ingSy and resigned her trade; believing she should 
be more retired,, and less exposed to temptation, 
by accepting a situation which o£Pered in a 
Friend's (axmly in Waterford; and, while there,, 
her growth in godliness was evident. The minis- 
try of Thomas Scattergood, from Philadelphiay 
had much effect on her at that time, and she felt 
deeply the truths which he declared. She re:: 
turned to Dublin, in 1796, and soon afterwards 
appeared as a minister. Her conduct according^ 
with her doctrine, it was not long before she was 
acknowledged by the body of Friends, as one they 
approved. 

In 1798 her brother took a house, and Susanna, 
superintended his domestic concerns. 'WilUamr 
had in his sister a careAil assistant, Susanna iiv 
her brother a kind protector, and each in the- 
other a sympathizmg and faithfid frieiwi. Those 
CTJoy the comforts of this life most, who look be- 
yond it for the perfection of their happiness; and 
the benefit of having done so is experienced, 
when temporal comforts are taken away, in the 
consolation which flows from the fountain of 
mercy. This consolation bore up her soul from 
ipnking in the sea of affliction, when the affection- 
ate sister saw her beloved and only brother 
breathe his last, after a struggle with a violent 



dbyGoogk 



SUSANNA HILL. 357 

fever, when they had lived but a few months to- 
gether. He died the last day of 1798. The sur* 
vivor sorrowed not as one without hope: he 
whom she lamented had left a sweet savour be- 
hind him, and the example of his life encouraged 
her to hold on her way. 

In 1801, Susanna was married to Jonathan Hill, 
who had then three children, to whom she became 
a tender guardian and affectionate mother. 

She did not travel much from home : when she 
did, it was with the full concurrence of her friends. 
Her minbtry was powerful, and her language was 
emphatic and appropriate. Her whole deport- 
ment proved the solidity of her character: she 
was cheerful without levity, and i^erious without 
austerity. Her constitution was delicate, and, for 
three years previous to her decease, she had fre- 
quent and severe attacks of indisposition. For 
the last six months of her life her sufferings ap- 
peared difficult for human nature to support; but 
never, in her greatest extremity, did a murmur 
escape her lips; and often, when her almost ex- 
hausted powers seemed incapable of exertion, her 
voice was raised in solemn supplication for herself 
or others, in tender exhortation, in humble 
thanksgiving, or in grateful commemoration of 
divine goodness: frequently acknowledging that 
she was merciftilly dealt with, in having every pos- 
sible care and attention that her husband an^ 
friends could bestow; and, when she saw them 
distressed, at being able to contribute so little to 
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ha relief, would gendy chi^^ and ^itreat them to 
be satisfied; saying that they did all that they 
oould do, that she must not expect a release but 
through, fiuflfering; and that, as all her sufferings 
were confined to the body, they ought not to re- 
pine: — ^there would be cause for lamentation, if her 
preparation for death had bee|i deferred to that 
painful period; but that, through the continued 
/mercies of an Almighty Father and merciful Re- 
deemer, she had been enabled to do her day's 
work, while it might be called day: though she 
had no merit of her own to trust to; all was due 
to her Maker,^ who had done all for her, by ea* 
abling her to subdue the evil of her heart, and 
making her sensible that there was a possiUlity of 
overcoming in this life, and of living conformably 
to his holy requirlngs* 

She told a friend, a ^h<H*t time before her death, 
that there was no error of her life, the consequence 
of which she had so mncix to depIor6^ as the reading 
of pernicious books. Often, after she had thought 
the axe bad been effectually laid to the root of 
the corrupt tree, has the, recollection of some^ 
thing ^he had read* again sprupg up, and caused 
many a bitter pang; and she left a charge vrith 
this friend to warn yoiMig people against so per- 
nicious a practice, which is such a waste of time, 
and so unfits the ipind for serious and profitable 
l^^iding. She ^ delighted in the Scriptures, and 
they were frequently rea4 to her di^ring her iU- 
9fisa. She enquired whether her contiauanc^ 
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would be long, and was informed it was not likely. 
She emphatically said, " Oh, happy, happy hour! 
O death, I can meet thee with t>ut-stretched 
an^s; thou hast no sting for me, nor will the grave 
have any victory." 

Her last words were, "My redemption is 
sealed!" Sl^e died the 23d of 8th month, 1815, 
aged forty-six. 

From Testimony issued by I^ublin Monthly Meeting, and 
MS. 



ELIZABETH USSHER. 

Elizabeth, daughter of William and Mary Paul, 
was born in Waterford, in the year 1749. She 
was educated according to the sphere of life in 
which her parents moved, who. were persons of 
opulence. She married, in 1770, John Ussher, of 
Cappagh, county of Waterford. Her situation 
afforded many opportunities for indulging in those 
vanities which often tempt the youthful mind* 
She had an early inclination to seriousness, and 
she felt compunction when she pursued those gra^ 
tifications which are inconsistent wiA that self- 
denial which the doctrines of our holy Patterti 
iafulcate^ She was a member of the dburdiof 
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England, and in sincerity of heart strictly ob* 
served the ordinances of that profession. 

A series of family afflictions fell to her lot. She 
was left a widow, and was deprived of her two 
eldest sons, by death, on a foreign shore, far irom 
her maternal attention and kindness. Her eldest 
daughter, a religious young woman, residing with 
her aunt at Bristol, fell into a decline. Her resi- 
fiidence with her aunt, who was a woman seeking 
after an acquaintance with her Maker, had a 
happy effect upon her; and she died in great 
peace, in 1796, her mother, and sister next in age, 
being with her. 

After her death they returned to Waterford, 
and formed an acquaintance with some members 
of the society of Friends. The dejection occa- 
sioned by her recent trials, caused Elizabeth 
Ussher to decline mixing much with company; 
and the serious conversation and manners of her 
new associates, were suited to the state of her 
spirits and her rehgious feelings. She attended 
their meetings, as did her three remaining daugh- 
ters; and she and they were received into that 
•society, as membei-s of it, in the year 1797. Her 
daughters were of amiable dispositions, and their 
love and fear of their Maker improved those dis- 
positions ; which won a parent's love, and pro- 
mised to that parent a source of comfort for her 
iremaining life. She was, however, deprived of 
those t)utward comforts and those hopes. The 
lovely, delicate plants withered beneath the blast 
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of consumption. In 1797, Lucy died, at the age 
of twenty^one; and in 1798, Judith, at the age of 
eighteen, and Susanna at fifteen. 

The lonely mother, now bereft of all her daugh- 
ters, bowed in submission to the dispensations of 
her heavenly Father; her conduct evincing that 
she was divinely succoured, and that her patience 
and resignation were supplied from the source of 
unfailing mercy. This she often commemorated, 
as a special favour from Him whom she had found 
to be a refuge in trouble; and was willing to leave 
all, and resign all, to love and follow Him. She 
permitted a volume of her daughters' letters to be 
pilblished, in the hope that their example of ^de- 
votedness in the bloom of life, and their pious 
sentiments, might benefit the rising generation. 

Keenly as her affectionate heart fdt the sepa-^ 
tion from the tender objects of her care, she did 
not oppress her friends with her sorrows: she 
walked calmly on her way. Her manners were' 
marked by native courtesy, and the polish of a 
liberal and polite education; yet they were still 
ibaore remarkable for simpUcity and deep humility. 
She dreaded the approach of any thing which 
might lead from these, in herself or her friends, 
and her solicitude was fervent that all might be 
preserved on this foundation. She believed it 
was required of her to preach the gospel, and, ih 
the year 1807, was acknowledged by the society 
of Friends as a minister. She visited, in this capa- 
n 
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etty, the meetuigs in London, and some Xftber 
tneetiiigf in EagUoidy and was exemplary in at* 
tending those at home: alsoi when heir health per* 
mltted, the quarteriy and yearly meetings, and 
6nce united in a fiunily-visit to Friends of Watar- 
find. Her heart expanded with uim^rsal lot^; 
and to snch as she bdieved had in any degree 
yielded te the humbling power of true religicm, 
it flowed in a current of earnest desire for their 
growth and estaUishment tberdn. 

During an ilhiess of some months' contfamitocey 
1^ appeared to be quietly waiting the disposd 
of her difine Master, and referring all to his wffl^ 
desirous to be detached from emery thing tends^ 
t» disturb that abstracted dependance on tBrn^ 
wherein ahe found her strength consisted; an^ 
which centered her mind in love, and etiaUed her, 
ill a retrospect of the tribubitions she had beafi 
sustained under, the mercies receiTed, and the 
work that had been done in her, to say, in hum- 
ble gri^tude, '^ My dear Redeemer has done all 
fbr met ^usd to Him be tiie glory!*' 

She depMTted thfe life, the £7th ^c^ 4th month, 
]^817, Aged tear sixty-eight. 

Fnun Testknoi^ of Watttrfwfd IMithiy tteftini^ 
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ANNE GRUBBL 

Anne Grubb, the daughter of Benjamin and Su- 
sanna Gbrubb, of €lonmel» was bom in the year 
1T59. Her own disposition uniting with parental 
care^ she became, in early life, a good example to 
a large hmUfy, of which she was the eldest ehilcL 
Her mother having found her reading a book 
wlndi^he did not ap^nrove, desked her to pul*it 
away, and read such no more. The ckSUi resigned 
liie booh, and ever afW refrained from unprofit^ 
aUe reading. Thus she made an important step 
in &at path which she continued to tread; and, by 
Ais obecB^ice, her young mind was preserved 
from that inlet to temptation. The puritjf-of her 
sentiments, and the serenity of her manner, denoted 
her constant watchfulness over hersdf« She was 
me^ and lowly-minded, and modest to diffidence ; 
yet resolute in doing what she believed was right, 
in which she evinced great perseverance and dih- 
g>ei|oe. She united gendeiiess with gravity and 
stability; tiie regularity of her ha)^, and the 
ctiiqpesitipn of her tkaBe^ permittipg her to attend to 
an her duties, and afl her cares, without perplexity, 
hurry, or confusion. For many years, the supier- 
intendence of a schod» established in Clonmel, for 
the children of the poor, and suppcnrted by sub- 
R 2 
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scription, deyolyed upon her^ and occupied mech 
of her time and tboughto, to the end of life; many 
hundreds, educated in that school^ having had op- 
portunity of benefiting by her exertions on their 
behalf. She also took an active part in the provi- 
sion made for poor lying-in women, in the said town. 
She went about, quietly and unweariedly, doing 
good* Her acts of kindness, diverging to her 
"fiiends, neighbours, and acquaintance, in the de- 
grees which her alnlities permitted, began at home, 
where she was the attentive nurse of the sick, the 
tender sympathizer with the afflicted, and the wilr 
ling assistant to all. She entered deeply into the 
feelings of those who were impressed with religious 
concern : they found in her a faithful friend and 
a wise counsellor ; for which she was the more 
fully qualified, by her humility and distrust of her- 
self. She was appointed to the station of an elder, 
in the year 1798. 

Her father, Benjamin Grubb, died in 1802; , 
(see page S27 ;) her sister, Susanna Moore, in 1 805,^ 
(see 10th part of " Piety Promoted;") and her mo- 
ther in 1806. 

These deprivations pressed upon the suscepti- 
ble and affectionate heart of the subject of this 
uiemoir, yet her spirit was preserved in patience ^ 
and resignation; and, as she was wont, she sup- 
pressed her own sorrows, to console those around 
her. She watched, with tender soUcitude, the 
decay of another dear sister, Hannah Grubb, 
who died in 1813; who had been, for some years. 
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an approved minister; had taken some journeys 
on a religious accounti and was much esteemed. 
Soon after, Abigail, the youngest of the family, 
also fell into a languishing state of health ; and, 
after her peaceful death in 1816, Anne Grubb's 
remaining unmarried sister had a strong claim oii 
her cares, having been long very delicate in health. 
Through all these trials, she kept steadily on her 
way, neglecting no service in which she had em- 
barked; and, consequently, becoming more and 
more fitted to joiii the just of all generations. Her 
death was awfully sudden. On the 14th of 11th 
month, 1818, at night, she was seized with an 
apoplexy, after which she spoke no more, and de- 
parted this life, between ten and eleVen o'clock 
next morning. 

The esteem and love which her character ob- 
tained amongst all ranks, were manifested by the 
great concourse of people who attended her inter- 
ment. 

A newspaper, published in Clonmel, pays this 
tribute to the virtues of Anne Grubb: "We sin- 
cerely believe that this amiable woman came as 
near to the excellence of hmnan perfection, as 
human nature will admit. She really appeared to 
act as if she considered the whole power of her 
bodily exertion, every effort of her mind, and 
every shilling that her means afforded, as a trust 
of Almighty benevolence ; and that the whole was 
a debt which she owed for Him, to her suffering 
fellow-creatures. With this feeling, but without 
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the feajit show of obtranTeoessj no abode of 
misery was tpa obscure for her research^ and for 
her bounty. With an abhorrence of ostentalioi}, 
no labour was too difficulty which promoted t]|ie arir 
tainpuniit of any end of charity. It would beidle 
to attenq[>t amplifying a character like hers by d^r 
taii; for there mfas no work of puWc bounty, and 
no individual of personal wretchedness, within her 
reach, that was not within her care. During ecN^ 
siderably more than thirty years that vre have had 
opportunity of contemplating her character, it wa9 
an unvaried train of benevolence, of which gentle- 
ness and humility were the constant compaiHon^. 
To such a mind, death could not be terrible: no 
error uncorrected, no duty delayed, no chapty 
omitted, could agitate the last breath of that li£s« 
which returned to heaven a spirit of impolhtted 
piety and ardent virtue." 

County of Tippenuy Monthly Meeting. 



THE END. 
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